
GOD WITH US 

                    Part 1: The Great Blessing                                 

Genesis – Deuteronomy 

 

Message 1 – Adam and Eve: Creation and fall 

Genesis 1-5 

Introduction to the Pentateuch 

The first section of the Bible, the “Pentateuch” (“five books”), 

takes us on a historical journey from the creation of the universe to 

the death of Moses.  At the time of writing, the people of Israel 

have departed Egypt and are moving toward the land of Canaan 

under Moses’ leadership.  The Pentateuch was written to teach all 

of us the origins of the universe, earth and humanity, in 

relationship to God.  More specifically, the Pentateuch was 

designed to show the nation Israel their roots in the sovereign plan 

and purpose of God.  This explains why most of Genesis deals 

with the history of Abraham, the father of Israel, and his lineage.  

It also explains why the ending of Genesis tells how Abraham’s 

descendants ended up moving from Canaan into Egypt.  The Book 

of Exodus opens some 350 years later, the Israelites having 

become forced laborers in Egypt.  The rise of Moses, the deliverer, 

is recounted.  Then, the rest of the Pentateuch (Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers, Deuteronomy) details the formation of the nation Israel 

out of the womb of Egypt and the movement back toward Canaan, 

the land promised to Abraham centuries earlier.   

En route to Canaan, God entered into a special covenant 

relationship with Israel at Mt. Sinai, with the purpose of making 

them a “kingdom of priests,” a holy nation that will represent Him 

clearly to the whole world.  The key to understanding the 

Pentateuch, then, is the promise God made to Abraham, recorded 

at the beginning of Genesis 12. 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, and 

from your relatives, and from your father’s house, to the land 

which I will show you; and I will make you a great nation, and I 

will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a 

blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 

curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth 

will be blessed” (Genesis 12:1-3). 
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This promise, called “the Abrahamic Covenant,” involves four 

things: 1) Abraham’s offspring would become a GREAT 

NATION.  2) They would live in a GREAT LAND.  3) They 

would have a GREAT NAME.  4) They would become a GREAT 

BLESSING to ALL the families of the earth.  (See Matthew 1:1,16 

and Romans 4:16 on how Abraham ultimately became a blessing 

to the whole world, by providing the lineage for Christ and an 

example of faith in God’s promises.) 

Thus, we can state the central message of the Pentateuch as 

follows: 

Central message: Humanity turned away from God. Yet, God did 

not turn away from humanity.  He chose, instead to draw near; to 

be with us.  The Pentateuch is the story of how God began to bring 

a great blessing (His own presence) to the world.  He chose one 

nation in which His presence would uniquely dwell.  Through 

Israel’s distinctive way of life, and through their worship of 

Yahweh, all nations would be invited to see and to know the one 

true God.  To put it more simply: Israel was God’s plan to make 

Himself known to the world. 

 

 

 

 
  Genesis       Exodus  Leviticus     Numbers     Deuteronomy 

  Origins:       Birth of      Laws for      Counting       Repetition of  

 humanity,      Israel;       worship;       nation (2x);    Law before 

  nations,       covenant     duties of       disaster/          entering 

   Israel        w/Yahweh     priests         judgment         Canaan 
“Beginnings”   “Exit”       “Levites”     “Numbering”     “Second Law” 

 

Adam and Eve: The creation and fall of humanity 

Genesis 1-5 

The Creation Account: 1:1-2:3 

When reading the creation account in Genesis 1, keep in mind the 

audience Moses was addressing and his purpose for writing.  He 

was writing to the Exodus generation introducing them to their 

unique God and to their origins in His plan for the world.  While in 

Egypt for 300+ years, the Israelites became accustomed to a 

polytheistic worldview (“many gods”).   The numerous Egyptian 

gods represented different aspects of the world: Ra – the sun god;  
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Nut – the sky god; Seth – the chaos god; Shu – the air god; Geb – 

the earth god; Min – the fertility god; etc.  In contrast, Israel was 

being called away from a polytheistic worldview to a strictly 

monotheistic view.  The God that called Moses to lead Israel out of 

Egypt, Yahweh (“I AM”), is the one, true God.  It will become 

particularly clear in the Exodus narrative of the plagues brought 

upon Egypt that Yahweh is directly challenging the reality of these 

local “gods.”  In a different way, the creation account in Genesis 1 

makes the same point: Yahweh, the God of Israel, is the one true 

God, the creator and sustainer of the entire universe.   

Most importantly, the creation account highlights the fact that 

humanity is the crowning work of God’s creative activity.  Notice 

the change in meter, tone and content as the creation of man and 

woman comes into view at the end of day 6. 

Day 1. Then God said, “Let there be light …” 

Day 2. Then God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of 

the waters …” 

Day 3. Then God said, “Let the waters below the heavens be 

gathered into one place...” 

Day 4. Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the 

heavens …” 

Day 5. Then God said, “Let the waters teem with swarms of 

living creatures …” 

Day 6. Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures 

after their kind …” 

 

Day 6 (cont’d).  Then God said, “Let Us make mankind in Our 

image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish 

of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and 

over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on 

the earth.”  God created mankind in His own image, in the 

image of God He created him; male and female He created 

them.  God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish  
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Scientists note how the universe in general, and earth in 
particular, is fine-tuned to support human life (the anthropic 
principle). Genesis asserts that this fine-tuning is no accident.  
God made the world for us – and He made us for Himself.  We 
are here by careful divine design. 
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are here by careful divine design. 



of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living 

thing that moves on the earth.”  Then God said, “Behold, I have 

given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all 

the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall b 

e food for you; and to every beast of the earth and to every bird 

of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has 

life, I have given every green plant for food”; and it was so.  God 

saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day” 

(Genesis 1:26-31). 

The main message: Man, made uniquely in the image of God, was 

created to rule the earth at God’s command.  The dignity, glory 

and responsibility of humanity are highlighted by the poetic 

structure of Genesis 1.  (See Psalm 8, a worship song devoted to 

the subject of man’s unique glory and dignity.) 

 

The creation account shows God’s rhythm of work/reflection and 

concludes with a 7
th
 day of rest (2:1-3), providing the basis for a 

Sabbath rest day for humanity.  When Moses gave Israel the Ten 

Commandments, the longest one concerned the Sabbath (Exodus 

20:8-11).  This commandment was not just for Israel; rather, it was 

rooted in the creation account of Genesis and applies to all of 

humanity for all time. 

* For additional thoughts on the various ways of interpreting of the 

Genesis 1 creation account, see Addendum at the end of this 

chapter.  These methods of interpretation have a significant 

bearing on the modern discussion between theologians and 

scientists on how the world came into existence. 
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Humans alone bear the image of God. For example: Mentally, 
we can think, reason, explore and make decisions.  Morally, we 
can embody God’s love, goodness, righteousness, justice, 
compassion, etc.  Socially, we are made for Trinitarian-like 
relationships.  Ultimately, all human self-esteem and self worth 
is rooted in the fact that we are divine image bearers. 

A weekly Sabbath is God’s gift to each of us; to recharge ourselves 
once a week.  It is a day we rest, restore, relate and recreate.  The 
Sabbath rest helps us live according to our God-given rhythms of 
work and rest.  Do you have a 24-hour period each week devoted 
to rest? 
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Adam placed in the Garden of Eden: 2:4-25 

In Genesis 2, the lens zooms in on the creation of Adam and Eve 

on day 6.  Genesis 2:4-25 is an expanded creation account, 

focusing on how God fashioned man and woman. Several 

messages stand out here: 

A special home: Adam is formed from the dust of the earth, and 

God breathes life into him.  God planted an exquisite garden 

specifically for the man to dwell in (2:1-14).  

A special job: “Then the Lord God took the man and put him into 

the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it” (2:15). Adam was 

God’s viceroy (assistant king), ruling the earth at God’s command.  

A special tree: Adam was given total freedom to enjoy the Garden 

(including the tree of life); except for the prohibition against eating 

“from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (2:17).  If Adam 

chose to disobey God, he would experience “death.”   

 

A special need: God allowed Adam to name all of the animals, 

while at the same time coming to the realization that none of the 

animals were a suitable helper “corresponding to him” (2:20).   

A special companion: Eve was created from Adam’s side and 

then brought to the man as a gift from God (2:22).  Adam joyfully 

accepted the divine provision of the woman. He recognized that 

she was his perfect complement, companion and “helper” (Ezer – 

a word used to describe God as our Helper/Savior).  While the 

man was made from the dirt, for the dirt, and brought to the dirt to 

work it (focus on work), the woman was made from the man, for 

the man, and brought to the man to help him (focus on 

relationship).   
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True “love” requires the ability to choose.  The forbidden tree in 
the garden was a love-test tree, providing mankind with the daily 
opportunity to express love to God by choosing Him over another, 
illicit love.  Whenever you say “No” to sin, you are saying “Yes” to 
God, thus showing Him that you love Him more than anything, or 
anyone else.  (See John 14:23,24) 

True “love” requires the ability to choose.  The forbidden tree in 
the garden was a love-test tree, providing mankind with the daily 
opportunity to express love to God by choosing Him over another, 
illicit love.  Whenever you say “No” to sin, you are saying “Yes” to 
God, thus showing Him that you love Him more than anything, or 
anyone else.  (See John 14:23,24) 



 

A special institution: A clear pattern is given for the ongoing 

uniting of one man and one woman: A man shall LEAVE his father 

and mother; he shall CLEAVE to his wife; the two shall BECOME 

ONE flesh (2:24). Every time a couple stands together to be united 

in marriage, they are completing the cycle in which the woman 

returns to the side of the man, from which she was formed, to be 

his companion. 

A special innocence: The account ends with the note that “the 

man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed” (2:25). 

They had complete emotional and physical vulnerability and 

intimacy.  There was nothing to hide, nothing to cause shame. 

The fall of Adam and Eve: 3:1-24 

Genesis 3 is pivotal to the message of the entire rest of the Bible.  

Here, the root problem of humanity is introduced.  All of the 

activity of God from this point forward will be aimed at addressing 

this root problem: mankind’s rebellion and separation from God. 

The temptation from Satan 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field 

which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, 

“Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the 

garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the 

trees of the garden we may eat; but from the fruit of the tree 

which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall 

not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’” The serpent said to 

the woman, “You surely will not die! For God knows that in the 

day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 

God, knowing good and evil” (3:1-5). 

The heart of Satan’s temptation was to doubt God’s love and to 

distrust His word.  “God is holding back on you!”  “He doesn’t 

want you to reach your full potential.”  “Do not believe His word.”  

“Love yourself enough to take this step away from God.”   
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Men, appreciate the fact that the women in your lives are divinely 
wired to care about the health of relationships. Women are 
relational saviors.  Let them flourish by helping you form deeper, 
healthier relationships.  Resist the temptation to flee into your 
work-world in the attempt to escape their relational invitations. 

Men, appreciate the fact that the women in your lives are divinely 
wired to care about the health of relationships. Women are 
relational saviors.  Let them flourish by helping you form deeper, 
healthier relationships.  Resist the temptation to flee into your 
work-world in the attempt to escape their relational invitations. 



The fall of Adam and Eve 

When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make 

one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her 

husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them 

were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 

sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings 

(3:6,7). 

Having turned away from God’s word and God’s love, Adam and 

Eve expected that they suddenly would enjoy a blissful 

transformation to some higher level of godlike existence, as 

promised by the serpent.  So it is with sin.  There is always the 

temptation to some shortcut to fulfillment. Instead, as with Adam 

and Eve, so with all of us: sin brings forth “death.”  The first 

telltale sign of “death” for them was the death of innocence and 

the birth of shame.  They became ashamed of their bodies and their 

sexuality and immediately took steps to hide their shame from one 

another. 

Adam and Eve play the blame game 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in 

the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 

from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the 

garden.  Then the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 

“Where are you?”  He said, “I heard the sound of You in the 

garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid 

myself.”  And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 

Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to  

 

2/15/15                    7 

 

The fall of Adam and Eve 

When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make 

one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her 

husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them 

were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 

sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings 

(3:6,7). 

Having turned away from God’s word and God’s love, Adam and 

Eve expected that they suddenly would enjoy a blissful 

transformation to some higher level of godlike existence, as 

promised by the serpent.  So it is with sin.  There is always the 

temptation to some shortcut to fulfillment. Instead, as with Adam 

and Eve, so with all of us: sin brings forth “death.”  The first 

telltale sign of “death” for them was the death of innocence and 

the birth of shame.  They became ashamed of their bodies and their 

sexuality and immediately took steps to hide their shame from one 

another. 

Adam and Eve play the blame game 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in 

the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 

from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the 

garden.  Then the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 

“Where are you?”  He said, “I heard the sound of You in the 

garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid 

myself.”  And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 

Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to  

 

2/15/15                    7 

 

 

Satan is “the father of lies” (John 8:44).  He is always seeking to 
get people to question God’s love and to doubt His word.  His chief 
weapon against humanity is not demon possession; it is deceitful 
deception.  Jesus resisted Satan by quoting God’s truth to counter 
Satan’s lies (Matthew 4:1-11).  

The purpose of healthy boundaries is to keep us away from the 
temptation to disobey God’s word.  Have you created healthy 
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eat?” The man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, 

she gave me from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to 

the woman, “What is this you have done?” And the woman said, 

“The serpent deceived me, and I ate” (3:8-13). 

From verse 8 we can surmise that God regularly came to be with 

Adam and Eve in the garden.  Man was created to enjoy 

relationship with God.  The God of the Bible is personally 

involved with His precious, image-bearing children.  He enjoys 

our fellowship!  But alas, the fellowship has been broken.  “The 

man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord 

God among the trees of the garden.”  Hiding from one another, 

and hiding from God are the first two signs that something has 

gone terribly wrong.  The third sign is that the man and woman 

immediately tried to evade their responsibilities and pass the blame 

to another.  Adam blames his wife and God (“The woman whom 

You gave to be with me…”).  Eve, in turn, blames the serpent.   

Note that God Himself becomes the first missionary in the Bible.  

He leaves His home and goes to the place where lost people are.  

He then calls out to the lost ones: Where are you?  The entire 

missionary endeavor of the Bible is fueled by the heart of a God 

who longs “to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 

God’s judgments pronounced 

- Judgment on the serpent 

The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

cursed are you more than all cattle, and more than every beast of 

the field; on your belly you will go, and dust you will eat all the 

days of your life.  And I will put enmity (hostility) between you 

and the woman, and between your seed and her seed.  He shall 

bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel” 

(3:14,15). 

Genesis 3:15 is very important.  It has been called the 

“protoevangelium” (“first gospel announcement”).  Here, God 

promises to make war between the offspring of the serpent and a  
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future male offspring of the woman. A child will come from the 

woman to deliver a deathblow to the head of the serpent.  A few 

points are worth pondering: 

1. The woman, having been the initial object of the serpent’s 

attack, will be given the privilege of bringing into the world the 

serpent-crusher.  This is an act of divine mercy, and a confirmation 

of the woman’s value and power in the fight against evil. 

2. The fact that the future, male serpent-crusher will be bruised on 

the heel indicates that the fight to defeat evil will be costly to the 

God-sent warrior. 

3. In later Scripture we learn that no man has ever seen God the 

Father (John 1:18; 5:37).  This would seem to indicate that when 

God came to visit with Adam and Eve in the garden, it was the 2
nd
 

person of the Trinity, God the Son, making the daily appearances.  

This would further mean that it was God the Son giving the 

promise concerning a future, male serpent-crusher that would 

come into the world to defeat evil.  Thus, we may conclude that 

the Son of God is here forecasting His own future entrance into the 

world, through the woman, so that He might personally crush the 

serpent and defeat the problem of evil.  The apostle John will later 

give this brief summary of the life and work of Jesus Christ: “The 

Son of God appeared for this purpose – that He might destroy the 

works of the devil” (1John 3:8).     

- Judgment on the woman 

To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply your pain in 

childbirth.  In pain you will bring forth children; yet your desire 

will be for your husband, and he will rule over you” (3:16). 

God’s judgment on the woman involves the disruption of her 

relational world.  The pain of birthing and raising children will be 

greatly multiplied.  Further, her relationship with the man will 

involve struggle.  The phrase, “your desire will be for your 

husband” implies a desire to overcome, or control (same word in 

Genesis 4:7 where God says to Cain that sin has a desire to rule 

him).  In response, the man will rule over the woman (again, 

implying a tendency to harshly rule or control her).   
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- Judgment on the man 

Then to Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice 

of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I 

commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; cursed is the 

ground because of you; in toil you will eat of it all the days of 

your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; and you 

will eat the plants of the field; by the sweat of your face you will 

eat bread, till you return to the ground, because from it you were 

taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return” (3:17-19). 

God’s judgment on the man involves the disruption of his work as 

God’s viceroy.  The ground will be cursed and will, as a result, 

resist man’s attempt to bring forth fruit.  Thorns and thistles will 

grow where the man had planted seeds.  Instead of the man’s work 

being a joy, it will become burdensome labor.  Finally, man will 

die and be laid to rest in the ground, from which he was originally 

created.  Note the significance of the crown of thorns worn by 

Jesus.  What a picture of God’s mercy: Jesus bore the curse (crown 

of thorns) when He went to the cross. 

God removes Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden 

Now the man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the 

mother of all the living.  The Lord God made garments of skin 

for Adam and his wife, and clothed them. Then the Lord God 

said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good 

and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also 

from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever” – therefore the 

Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the 

ground from which he was taken.  So He drove the man out; and 

at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and 

the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way 

to the tree of life (3:20-24). 
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submission is the goal; not “winning” the battle for control.  (See 
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There are two acts of divine mercy here.  1. “The Lord God made 

garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.”  There 

may be more here than just the physical act of giving Adam and 

Eve clothing.  In order to make garments of skin for Adam and 

Eve, there would necessarily have been the death of animals, for 

the sake of Adam and Eve’s coverings.  This is a first hint that God 

will someday provide the perfect sacrifice in order to “cover” the 

sin problem for humanity.   

2. The expulsion from the Garden was motivated by God’s love 

for mankind.  God did not want Adam and Eve to eat from the tree 

of life and to live in a sinful, fallen condition forever.  Thus, he 

drove them out and stationed a fearsome angel to guard the 

entrance into the garden, lest Adam and Eve be tempted to go back 

in to their former paradise.  The whole story of the Bible centers 

on God’s effort to get mankind back into the garden, to enjoy His 

presence forever.  This He accomplishes in the final chapters of 

the last book of the Bible, Revelation.   

The gospel (good news) in Genesis 3.  Sin has barely entered into 

our world and we find the God of love rushing in to save us.  

Notice the various ways the gospel is forecast in Genesis 3. 

- God is the first missionary.  Adam, where are you? 

- Woman will help defeat evil.  I will put enmity between you and 

the woman. 

- She will bear a savior-child.  “… and between your seed and her 

seed.” 

- This One will be the serpent crusher.  He will bruise you on the 

head. 

- Thorns and thistles it shall grow for you.  Jesus took the crown of 

thorns. 

- God made the first sacrifice.  The Lord God made garments of 

skin and clothed them. 

The Spread of Sin: 4:1-26 

Genesis 4 is designed to show the impact of sin as it spreads to 

Adam and Eve’s descendants.  Cain, in a fit of jealousy, murdered 

his brother Abel.  His judgment was to become an outcast and a 

wanderer on earth.  Imagine the impact of these losses to Adam 

and Eve.  One son is dead; the other is an outcast.  Lamech, a later 

descendant of Cain, was a vicious murderer.  He killed a boy who 

struck him!  Ironically, the first “song” in the Bible is Lamech’s 
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murder song.  He proudly declared that he was 11 times as guilty 

as Cain!  Clearly, relational conditions upon Earth were 

deteriorating at an alarming rate.   

One small note of consolation is sounded at the end of this sad 

chapter. 

“Adam had relations with his wife again; and she gave birth to a 

son, and named him Seth, for, she said, “God has appointed me 

another offspring in place of Abel, for Cain killed him.” To Seth, 

to him also a son was born; and he called his name Enosh. Then 

men began to call upon the name of the Lord” (4:25,26).  

This is the first mention of people beginning to pray and worship 

the Lord by name.  As we will soon see, conditions upon earth had 

become so wicked that people were forced to cry out to God for 

deliverance.  The answer to their prayers is found in the re-birth of 

the human race through a man named Noah. 

The Lineage from Adam to Noah: 5:1-32 

The purpose of the genealogy in Genesis 5 is to make the 

connection between Adam and Noah, who will become central to 

the second major act in the story of God and humanity.  Three 

things stand out in this genealogy: 1) The longevity of life was 

significant, though steadily declining, as seen in this genealogy 

and the one found in Genesis 11.  2) Enoch was one of only two 

people to escape death (Elijah being the second).  Enoch walked 

with God; and he was not, for God took him (5:24). God took 

Enoch straight to heaven, cutting his life short at just 365 years!  3) 

The genealogy concludes with the hope that “Noah” (“rest, 

comfort”) will bring some form of relief from the burden of the 

curse:  

“This one will give us rest from our work and from the toil of our 

hands arising from the ground which the Lord has cursed” 

(5:29). 
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Cain had his own ideas about how to worship God.  Abel 
submitted himself to God’s ways.  We cannot create God in our 
own image and then form a religion that fits our own terms for 
relating with Him. God always sets the terms for restoring our 
relationship with Him. The proud soul shakes a fist at heaven and 
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Addendum 

Various ways of interpreting the creation account in Genesis 1. 

In the attempt to harmonize Scripture with the findings of modern 

science, biblical scholars have offered a variety of interpretations 

of Genesis 1.  Every view must balance the evidence of Scripture 

and science.  Every view must also determine the degree to which 

Genesis 1 is a literal or a poetic account of God’s creative work.  

Following are some current ways of understanding Genesis 1. 

- The young-earth theory.  This view holds that the creation 

“days” of Genesis 1 are literal 24-hour days. On this view, the 

universe came into existence recently (6,000 – 10,000 years ago).  

The apparent old age of the earth and the universe, as seen through 

the lens of science, can be explained by various factors: 1) Things 

came into existence with “apparent age” (eg. light beams from 

distant galaxies were already there; trees were full grown, Adam 

and Eve were created as adults, etc.).  2) The flood in Noah’s day 

(Genesis 6) created severe geological conditions in which all the 

fossil layers on earth were compressed in a one-year time period 

while the waters covered the earth. 

- The day-age theory.  The Hebrew word “day” (yom) is capable 

of both literal and figurative meanings.  In the Old Testament, a 

“day” can be a very long period of human history; or, it can be a 

regular 24-hour day.  This theory holds that the “days” of the 

Genesis creation account are figurative, meaning long, undefined 

periods of time during which creation took place as a gradually 

unfolding process.  

- The gap theory.  On this view, it does not really matter whether 

the “days” are literal 24-hour days, or long periods of time.  In 

between each “day” is a gap, or extended period of time.  These 

gaps could be thousands of years, or millions of years. 

- The ruin-recreation theory.  This view notes that the words 

“formless and void” in Gen.1:2 are words that usually refer to evil 

conditions.  This theory suggests that a cosmic conflict between 

God and Satan took place after the initial creation (1:1).  Thus, the 

creation account beginning at verse 3 is actually a re-creation 

account after the chaos resulting from the God-Satan conflict.  The 

original creation of Genesis 1:1 could be very old, while the re-

creation of Genesis 1:3ff could be more recent.   
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- The framework theory.  This view reads Genesis 1 as a purely 

poetical/theological document with no scientific bearing 

whatsoever.  The Hebrew creation poem is simply pointing to the 

unique character of God and, in particular, to the importance of 

Sabbath observance (7
th
 day rest) in honor of this God. 

What is essential to believe?  Regardless of the view one takes, 

there are certain essential teachings in the creation narrative.  The 

rest of Scripture builds on these important truths; therefore, none 

of them can be compromised in our interpretation of Genesis 1. 

1. God is the eternally pre-existent Creator of all things visible and 

invisible. 

2. God created all things intentionally, intelligently and 

purposefully. 

3. God created humanity personally and uniquely.  We alone bear 

God’s image. 

4. The image of God is reflected in both the creation of male and 

female. 

5. Adam and Eve were the first, historical person’s created “in the 

image of God.” 

6. God gave humanity full dominion over all aspects of life upon 

Earth. 

For further study on the creation issue, I suggest that you start with 

books by Hugh Ross: Navigating Genesis (2014); Genesis One 

(2006); More Than a Theory (2009).  His website is very useful: 

Reasons to Believe (www.reasons.org).   
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there are certain essential teachings in the creation narrative.  The 

rest of Scripture builds on these important truths; therefore, none 

of them can be compromised in our interpretation of Genesis 1. 

1. God is the eternally pre-existent Creator of all things visible and 

invisible. 

2. God created all things intentionally, intelligently and 

purposefully. 

3. God created humanity personally and uniquely.  We alone bear 

God’s image. 

4. The image of God is reflected in both the creation of male and 

female. 

5. Adam and Eve were the first, historical person’s created “in the 

image of God.” 

6. God gave humanity full dominion over all aspects of life upon 

Earth. 

For further study on the creation issue, I suggest that you start with 

books by Hugh Ross: Navigating Genesis (2014); Genesis One 

(2006); More Than a Theory (2009).  His website is very useful: 

Reasons to Believe (www.reasons.org).   
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GOD WITH US 

                    Part 1: The Great Blessing                                 

Genesis – Deuteronomy 

 

Message 2 – Noah: The flood and the spread of nations 

Genesis 6-11 

Introduction 

Genesis 5 contains a genealogy leading us to the key character in 

chapter 6, Noah.  Genesis 11 contains another genealogy taking 

us to the next key character, Abraham.  Thus, Genesis 6-11 is a 

bridge section covering the time from Noah to Abraham.  This 

section is designed to prepare us for the main storyline of 

Genesis: the origins of the Jewish nation through Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob (Genesis 12-50).  It prepares us in several ways: 1) We 

read about the rampant spread of corruption on earth and God’s 

judgment in the form of a massive flood.  It becomes very clear 

that divine intervention is necessary if humanity is to have a 

future that even remotely resembles God’s original, lofty designs.  

Left to ourselves, we sink quickly and deeply into wickedness.     

2) We learn about the spread of nations from Noah’s three sons, 

Shem, Ham and Japheth.  Special attention is given to explain the 

geographical locations of the descendants from these three lines.  

This was important for the Exodus generation of Israelites as they 

sought to find their own geographical “place in the world.”  3) We 

read about a curse from Noah upon Canaan, the son of Ham.  It 

was the land of Canaan that God was giving to the Exodus 

generation hundreds of years later. Thus, this story helps us 

understand, at least partially, why the land of Canaan was being 

given to Israel.  4) We read of mankind attempting to build a 

kingdom at Babel and to “make a name for themselves.”  God 

moves to scuttle this endeavor.  Though humanity tries 

desperately to recover its true glory and climb back to heaven, 

only God can bring us back to the Garden.  We cannot get there 

ourselves.  As a fitting response, God begins to build His 

kingdom with Abraham in Genesis 12.  Genesis 6-11, then, serves 

to prepare us for the first major stage of God’s plan to bring His 

presence into the world through Abraham. 
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The sons of God and the daughters of men: 6:1-4 

Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of 

the land, and daughters were born to them, that the sons of God 

saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took 

wives for themselves, whomever they chose.  Then the Lord said, 

“My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is 

flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty 

years.”  The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also 

afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of 

men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty 

men who were of old, men of renown. 

The main message of this passage must not be lost due to the 

controversial part (discussed below).  The Spirit of God 

determined not strive with man forever (v.3).  This points to the 

restraining work of the Spirit against human sin in that day.  The 

mention of 120 years here points to the remaining duration of 

time that the Spirit will strive to restrain wickedness on earth, 

before the divine judgment comes in the form of a flood.  Thus, at 

Genesis 6:3 the judgment clock starts ticking: 120 years until 

doomsday. 

This difficult passage has generated much debate and controversy.  

There are four different interpretations as to the identity of the 

“sons of God” here.  1) The “sons of God” and “daughters of 

men” are nothing more than normal human beings getting married 

and having children.  2) The “sons of God” are the godly 

descendants from the line of Seth, from the previous chapter, who 

sinned by marrying the ungodly female descendants of Cain. 3) 

The “sons of God” are sons of noblemen and rulers who tried to 

form their own kingdoms via polygamous relationships with the 

daughters of men.  4) The “sons of God” are fallen angels that left 

their proper abode and somehow comingled with women, thus 

producing a strange race of giants.  

While all views have certain difficulties to overcome, I take view 

#4, that the “sons of God” were fallen angels.  On this view, 

fallen angels left their proper place and inhabited bodies of human 

despots and warriors, who in turn had immoral relations with 

women.  Their unusual offspring (the Nephilim, a race of giants) 

was the result (6:4).  This was the view of the earliest Jewish 

interpreters, and it also seems to have support from the New  
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Testament writers (see 1Peter 3:19,20; Jude 6; 2Peter 2:4).  Also, 

“sons of God” is a phrase used elsewhere of angelic beings.  

Interpreted this way, the importance of this passage is huge.  The 

rebellion that Satan started among humanity in Genesis 3 is being 

advanced here in Genesis 6.  Satan was sending his demons out in 

the attempt spread his own “seed” among mankind.  In this way, 

Satan hoped to avert the promised seed of the woman (the Serpent 

crusher – Genesis 3:15) from coming into the world. This helps to 

explain the extreme level of wickedness upon the earth in those 

days.  It also makes sense of the mention of “the Nephilim” here.  

These were giants renowned in the O.T. for their size and 

strength.  It also helps us understand God’s determination to 

eradicate the corrupted seed of humanity, and to start over with 

the seed of Noah.   

 

God chooses to purify the earth: 6:5-22 

When a computer becomes filled with viruses that compromise 

the operating system, it is sometimes necessary to perform a 

complete erasure and reboot of the device.  When a person’s limb 

becomes severely infected, it is sometimes necessary to amputate 

that limb so that the rest of the body can survive and thrive.  In 

other words, in severe cases of corruption, severe actions are 

necessary to reverse conditions and recoup future potential.  Such 

was the situation with the whole earth in Genesis 6.  Notice the 

repeated emphasis on the extreme level of corruption upon the 

earth at this time.  Conditions were spiraling out of control, to the 

detriment of humanity.   

Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the 

earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only  
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As you read through the Bible, keep in your mind the cosmic 
backdrop to the entire story: Satan has rebelled against God 
and is seeking to establish his own kingdom here on earth.  The 
conflict between God and Satan will become clearly visible 
during the life and ministry of Jesus, the Serpent-crusher. Note 
how Paul strongly emphasizes the spiritual warfare we are in 
(Ephesians 6:10-13).  The final book of the Bible, Revelation, 
centers around the final great battle between God and Satan; 
the overthrow of all Satan’s attempts to establish his dominion 
over humanity. 
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evil continually.  The Lord was sorry that He had made man on 

the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. The Lord said, “I 

will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, 

from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; 

for I am sorry that I have made them” (6:5-7). 

Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth 

was filled with violence.  God looked on the earth, and behold, it 

was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the 

earth.  Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come 

before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; 

and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth” (11-13). 

Noah was chosen by God to be the lone man through whom 

humanity was preserved on the earth.  He was the original 

“Doomsday Prepper.”  He was chosen because of his 

righteousness: 

“But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.  These are the 

records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, 

blameless in his time; Noah walked with God” (6:8,9). 

One key to Noah’s righteousness might be contained in the 

genealogy back in chapter 5.  Working with the numbers we find 

that Noah had 595 years of influence from his father, Lamech.  

He had 600 years of influence from his grandfather, Methusaleh 

(who died the same year the flood came upon the earth).  Enoch 

was the father of Methusaleh, the grandfather of Lamech, and the 

great-grandfather of Noah.  You will recall that Enoch “walked 

with God, and God took him” at a relatively young age (365 

years).  There was a heritage of godliness in Noah’s ancestors!  

Noah was instructed to make an ark in which he would preserve 

remnants of life for the renewed earth.  It took Noah and his sons  
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“. . . every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually” (6:5).  God is concerned with the thoughts of our 
hearts, not just our outward actions.  The real root of sin is the 
defiled human heart.  This is why Jesus so emphasized the 
problem of our heart condition (see Matthew 15:18-20).  This is 
why we need a spiritual rebirth (John 3:1-10) a new heart given to 
us by God (Ezekiel 36:26,27; Jeremiah 31:31-34).  In Noah, God 
saw something different: “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the 
Lord” (6:8).  He embodied the same kind of faith as his great 

grandfather, Enoch.   
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nearly 100 years to construct the massive ark according to the 

God-given plans.  If you wonder what such a vessel looked like . . 

. a man in Holland decided to build a modern ark after the 

measurements given by God in Genesis 6.  See what it looks like 

at: http://www.foxnews.com/science/slideshow/2012/12/12/man-

builds-life-sized-replica-noah-ark/#slide=1 

The flood and destruction of every living thing: 7:1-24 

“In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth 

day of the second month—on that day all the springs of the 

great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were 

opened. And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights” 

(7:11,12). 

The floodwaters came from beneath the earth and above, quickly 

covering the ground and remaining for 150 days. Noah and his 

family were in the ark for a little more than one year (compare 

7:11 with 8:13,14).  Jesus strongly emphasized the historical 

reality of the Noah story by making a direct parallel between His 

second coming to earth and the coming of the flood upon the 

earth in Noah’s day: 

“For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of 

Noah.  For as in those days before the flood they were eating 

and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 

that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the 

flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the 

Son of Man be” (Matthew 24:37-39).  

The New Testament book of Hebrews points to Noah as a prime 

example of living by faith, and thus pleasing God: 

“By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, 

in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, 

by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the 

righteousness which is according to faith” (Hebrews 11:7). 
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“And without faith it is impossible to please God . . .” (Hebrews 
11:6).  Read Hebrews chapter 11, the great Faith Hall of Fame.  
Note how difficult it was for each individual to believe what God 
said and to do what He commanded.  The exercise of our faith is 
never easy.  “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen” (11:1).  Faith is taking God at His 
word and moving forward in obedience. 
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11:6).  Read Hebrews chapter 11, the great Faith Hall of Fame.  
Note how difficult it was for each individual to believe what God 
said and to do what He commanded.  The exercise of our faith is 
never easy.  “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen” (11:1).  Faith is taking God at His 
word and moving forward in obedience. 



The waters subside; Noah worships God: 8:1-22 

Recall that Moses was writing in particular to the Exodus 

generation to show them their roots in the plans and purposes of 

God.  Imagine how they must have related to this account of Noah 

being brought safely through the waters of God’s judgment.  

Israel had just passed through the Red Sea on dry land, by God’s 

protective hand. Then, they had witnessed the destruction of 

Pharaoh’s entire army as God allowed the waters of the Red Sea 

to encompass them.  The story of God’s preservation of Noah 

through the flood would have assured the Exodus generation that 

God is the protector of those who trust in Him, and the One who 

brings and allows consequences to those who reject Him. 

Noah showed patience as he waited the final 2 months before 

God’s timing to exit the ark.  Upon exiting, Noah immediately 

built and altar and worshipped the Lord.  His first priority was to 

bow before God and acknowledge 1) God’s holiness in judging 

sin upon the earth, and 2) Gods mercy in saving him and his 

family.  Notice the Lord’s response to this act of worship: 

The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in His heart: 

“Never again will I curse the ground because of humans, even 

though every inclination of the human heart is evil from 

childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as 

I have done.  “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and 

harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will 

never cease” (8:20-22). 

“The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in His heart . . .” 

Here we have one of the few places in the Bible where we get a 

peek inside of God’s heart.  He smelled the pleasing aroma of 

Noah’s sacrifice and responded by determining (in His own heart) 

to never again destroy the earth in this same way.  God’s intention 

becomes formal in the next chapter, when He enters into a 

covenant with Noah and all future generations.   

Don’t miss the comment God makes here about human nature: 

“Every inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood.”  

Passages like this led to the doctrine of “original sin” – that we 

are each born into this world with a sin condition inherited from 

Adam (see also Psalm 51:5; Ephesians 2:3).  No wonder we have 

to teach children “to be good.”  The tendency to not be good is 

hardwired into human nature. 
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God’s covenant with Noah and his descendants: 9:1-17 

This section reads almost like a redo of Genesis 1 and 2, where 

God initially commanded man to fill, rule and subdue the earth.  

Noah and his descendants are being re-commissioned as God’s 

viceroys upon the earth, with a few important modifications to the 

original plan. 

- God commands Noah to repopulate the earth. 

Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be 

fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth. The fear and 

dread of you will fall on all the beasts of the earth, and on all 

the birds in the sky, on every creature that moves along the 
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Note here that a new “fear and dread” will exist between animals 

and man.  This appears to be related to the fact that now mankind 

can hunt for and consume animals, fish and birds, while 

previously consuming only vegetation. 

- The dignity of human life emphasized. 

“But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. And 

for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will 
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God made mankind.  As for you, be fruitful and increase in 

number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it” (9:4-7). 

2/22/15                                         21 

 

 

God’s covenant with Noah and his descendants: 9:1-17 

This section reads almost like a redo of Genesis 1 and 2, where 

God initially commanded man to fill, rule and subdue the earth.  

Noah and his descendants are being re-commissioned as God’s 

viceroys upon the earth, with a few important modifications to the 

original plan. 

- God commands Noah to repopulate the earth. 

Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be 

fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth. The fear and 

dread of you will fall on all the beasts of the earth, and on all 

the birds in the sky, on every creature that moves along the 

ground, and on all the fish in the sea; they are given into your 

hands. Everything that lives and moves about will be food for 

you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you 

everything” (9:1-3). 

Note here that a new “fear and dread” will exist between animals 

and man.  This appears to be related to the fact that now mankind 

can hunt for and consume animals, fish and birds, while 

previously consuming only vegetation. 

- The dignity of human life emphasized. 

“But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. And 

for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will 

demand an accounting from every animal. And from each 

human being, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of 

another human being. “Whoever sheds human blood, by 

humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God has 

God made mankind.  As for you, be fruitful and increase in 

number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it” (9:4-7). 

2/22/15                                         21 

“The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in His heart . . .”  
That is God responding in His heart to the worship offered by 
one man.  Have you ever paused to consider that God’s heart 
responds to you, every time you engage in worship?  God has 
emotions.  He feels joy, sadness, anger, grief, delight, etc.  Try to 
bring this idea more intentionally with you into times of private 
and corporate worship: Your worship moves the heart of God . . . 
in some way. 

“The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in His heart . . .”  
That is God responding in His heart to the worship offered by 
one man.  Have you ever paused to consider that God’s heart 
responds to you, every time you engage in worship?  God has 
emotions.  He feels joy, sadness, anger, grief, delight, etc.  Try to 
bring this idea more intentionally with you into times of private 
and corporate worship: Your worship moves the heart of God . . . 
in some way. 



“For your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting . . . from 

every animal . . . and from each human being, too.”  The value of 

human life is strongly emphasized here.  It matters not whether a 

human life is taken by an animal or another human being – God 

will demand an accounting for every life taken!  Why?  Because 

mankind has been made “in the image of God” (v.6).  The flood 

came precisely because the divine image in humanity had become 

so distorted.  Now, after the flood, God reaffirms that mankind 

uniquely bears His image, and this image must be respected and 

protected.  The careless taking of human life is a serous affront to 

the divine image within every human being.  

- God’s covenant ratified for all future generations. 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: “I now 

establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after 

you and with every living creature that was with you - the birds, 

the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of 

the ark with you - every living creature on earth. I establish my 

covenant with you: Never again will all life be destroyed by the 

waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the 

earth.”  And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am 

making between me and you and every living creature with you, 

a covenant for all generations to come: I have set my rainbow in 

the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me 

and the earth. Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the 

rainbow appears in the clouds, I will remember my covenant 

between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. 

Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 

Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and 

remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living 

creatures of every kind on the earth.”  So God said to Noah, 

“This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me 

and all life on the earth” (9:8-17). 

God here makes formal what He felt in His heart earlier: He 

promises to never again destroy the earth with a flood.  The 

rainbow in the clouds is a perpetual symbol/reminder of this 

covenant that God has made with the earth and with all future 

generations.  The fact that God is a covenant-keeping God would 

have served to encourage the Israelites as they came out of Egypt 

and entered into a formal covenant with this same God, Yahweh.   
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They would have learned that God always fulfills His part of a 

covenant relationship.  In Exodus and Deuteronomy, Moses will 

call the nation Israel to respond by fulfilling its part of the 

covenant arrangement as well. 

The curse upon Canaan: 9:18-29 

The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham 

and Japheth. (Ham was the father of Canaan.) These were the 

three sons of Noah, and from them came the people who were 

scattered over the whole earth.  Noah, a man of the soil, 

proceeded to plant a vineyard.  When he drank some of its wine, 

he became drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent.  Ham, the 

father of Canaan, saw his father naked and told his two 

brothers outside.  But Shem and Japheth took a garment and 

laid it across their shoulders; then they walked in backward and 

covered their father’s naked body. Their faces were turned the 

other way so that they would not see their father naked.  When 

Noah awoke from his wine and found out what his youngest son 

had done to him, he said, “Cursed be Canaan!  The lowest of 

slaves will he be to his brothers.”  He also said, “Praise be to the 

Lord, the God of Shem!  May Canaan be the slave of Shem. 

May God extend Japheth’s territory; may Japheth live in the 

tents of Shem, and may Canaan be the slave of Japheth.”  After 

the flood Noah lived 350 years.  Noah lived a total of 950 years, 

and then he died (9:18-29). 

There is an obvious lesson here about the need to respect our 

parents and elders.  This will show up in the 10 commandments 

where we are told: “Honor your father and mother, that it may go 

well with you . . .” (Exodus 20:12).  But Moses had another 

important reason for recounting this story.  He probably had some 

explaining to do for the Exodus generation as to their “foreign 

policy” of taking over the land of Canaan.  What right had the 

Israelites coming out of Egypt to possess the land of Canaan?  

Answer: The origins of wickedness in the land of Canaan go way 

back to the curse upon Canaan, pronounced by Noah, in the days 

after the flood.  Bear in mind that this one incident in Noah’s day 

was not the sole reason why the Canaanites were driven out of the 

land.  Other passages clearly indicate that the wickedness of the 

Canaanites was so great that God caused the land to “spew them 

out” (see Genesis 15:16; Leviticus 18:24-28).  Thus, Noah’s curse 

upon his grandson Canaan is just one of a complex of events and  
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conditions that caused God to remove them from their land and 

give it to the Israelites.  This is also why the specific territorial 

boundaries of Canaan’s land are mentioned in the following 

chapter (see 10:19).  Again, Genesis serves to show the Israelites 

their roots in the wider plans and purposes of God for humanity.  

Descendants of Shem, Japheth and Ham: 10:1-32 

The purpose of the genealogy in chapter 10 is given to us in the 

last verse: 

“These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to their 

genealogies, by their nations; and out of these the nations were 

separated on the earth after the flood” (10:32). 

Nations were birthed from the three sons of Noah.  This chapter 

focuses on those nations that were of primary importance to 

Israel, as they moved toward their own land inheritance in 

Canaan.  The genealogy, unlike most others, makes note of the 

general territorial locations of the nations springing forth from 

Noah’s three sons.  
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The tower of Babel: 11:1-9 

Humanity tries to build the first mega-city complete with a high-

rise tower in the center.   

They said, “Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower 

whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves 

a name, otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of 

the whole earth” (11:4). 

The project seems to be motivated by human pride and self-

preservation.  “Let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we 

will be scattered abroad . . .”  God opposes the proud spirit and 

intention behind this massive building project.  He disperses them 

by means of the confusion of their languages.  In later Scripture, 

the name  “Babylon” (derived from “Babel”) will become 

synonymous with Satan’s anti-God kingdom as it appears in 

various forms throughout human history.  It is no coincidence that 

Revelation 18 gives the final depiction of this great anti-God 

movement, there named “Babylon the Great.”  In that final scene, 

Babylon falls for the final time, under the judgment of God. Then, 

in Revelation 19-22, the kingdom of God comes into full view.  

This parallels what happens in the narrative of Genesis 11-12.  

First we see the kingdom of Babylon falling under God’s 

judgment (ch.11); then we see the kingdom of God coming into 

view with the calling of Abraham (ch.12). 

Genealogy from Shem to Abraham: 11:10-32 

The genealogy in Genesis 11 takes us from Shem (one of Noah’s 

3 sons) to Abraham, preparing us for the next stage of God’s plan.  

But there is something deeper here as well.  If you were paying 

attention to the genealogies in Genesis 10, you may have noticed 

that the line of Noah’s son Shem was covered already (10:21-31).  

So, why is a second genealogy of Shem’s descendants given in 

Genesis 11 (11:10-27)?   

Notice that the two genealogies of Shem’s descendants 

correspond until you come to Eber, who had two sons: Peleg and 

Joktan.  The genealogy in Genesis 10 follows the line through 

Joktan, whose descendants move eastward toward Babylon.  The 

descendants of Peleg, on the other hand, move us toward the birth 

of Abraham and the ongoing movement of God’s plan for 

humanity.  What is the underlying message in these two 

genealogies? 
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                                             Eber 

          � � 

                                    Peleg      Joktan  
          �     � 
                           Abraham               Babylon 
                   (God’s Kingdom)       (Man’s Kingdom) 

Notice that in the narrative arrangement of Genesis 10 and 11, the 

story of the tower of Babel is what separates the lines of Peleg 

and Joktan.  The message?  One line of Shem (Joktan) leads to 

Babylon and man’s plan to build a kingdom.  The other line of 

Shem (Peleg) leads to Abraham and God’s plan to build His 

kingdom among men.  One great line of humanity is seeking to 

make a name for itself.  The other great line is all those for whom 

God will make a name as “children of Abraham.”   

Summary/takeaways 

There are many practical lessons from this section of Scripture.  

Here are three key lessons: 

First, there is the lesson of passing along a godly heritage through 

the generations; passing the baton of faith, so to speak.  Enoch 

walked with God, and God took him safely to heaven at a 

relatively young age.  His great grandson, Noah, walked with 

God, and God took him safely though the flood, using him to 

preserve a remnant of humanity upon the earth.  Methusaleh and 

Lamech, Noah’s grandfather and father, were the generational 

bridge between Enoch and Noah.  What steps are you taking to 

pass along a godly heritage to the next generation(s) in your 

lineage?  Will future generations point back to you, as their 

“Enoch,” who left “footprints of faith” for others to follow in?  

Second, there is the idea that sometimes God must tear down 

before He can build up.  There are “severe mercies” that come to 

us from God.  He may be sending “a flood” in order to sweep 

away impurity in us and to start a new work.  He may be 

thwarting our effort to build our own “tower of Babel” so that He 

can build something of eternal value in us and through us.  This 

section of the Bible is focused on God’s judgments; but God’s 

judgments and disciplinary actions have a redemptive purpose.   
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We must believe this by faith while in the midst of the difficult 

time; for it is only long after the water has subsided, or the tower 

has collapsed, that we will see with our own eyes the point of 

God’s severe mercies with us.  

Third, we find in the Noah story an example of a man who was 

willing to be a “light to the world” even in the darkest and most 

difficult times.  In the New Testament book of 2Peter, Noah is 

called “a preacher of righteousness” (2Peter 2:5).  For roughly 

100 years, during the construction of the ark, the Spirit of God 

was calling out through Noah to a wicked generation, inviting 

people to put their hope in God.  Noah endured ridicule and 

contempt, along with his family; but they stuck together as they 

obeyed God.  God can use you (and your family) in the present 

day, just as He used Noah in that day.  But we must be willing to 

stand against the strong tide of the culture and walk in God’s 

ways.  Jesus put it like this: 

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become 

tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good 

for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot 

by men.  You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 

cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under 

a [g]basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who 

are in the house. Let your light shine before men in such a way 

that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who 

is in heaven” (Matthew 5:13-16). 
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GOD WITH US 

                    Part 1: The Great Blessing                                 

Genesis – Deuteronomy 

 

Message 3 – Abraham and Sarah: The calling of one 

family to bless the whole world 

Genesis 12:1-25:11 

Introduction 

The story of Abraham and Sarah is both the longest and most 

important portion of the book of Genesis.  This story forms the 

foundation of the nation of Israel and explains their role in the 

plans of God for the entire world.  What hope is there for the 

nations that have been scattered throughout the world in the 

previous chapters of Genesis?  The only hope is that God will build 

a kingdom of redemption in which all people are welcome.  The 

people of Israel will, by God’s grace, become a “kingdom of 

priests” mediating the love of God to a world lost in sin and 

darkness.  The call of Abraham is God’s gift of salvation to a 

world under divine judgment due to sin and rebellion. 

The Call of Abraham: 12:1-9 

The story begins as God calls a man named Abram (later renamed 

“Abraham”) to leave his home country and go to a new land: 

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your 

people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.  

“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will 

make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless 

those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all 

peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (12:1-3). 

God’s covenant with Abram forms the theological foundation for 

the rest of the Bible.  God desires to bless all peoples on earth.  He 

will begin this program of blessing by offering His presence to the 

world through the nation Israel.  God’s covenant with Abram 

involved 4 specific promises:  1) A great nation.  2) A great land. 

3) A great name.  4) A great blessing to all nations.   

People from all nations would be invited to come into a personal 

relationship with God by entering into the worship life of Israel.  In 

a sense, you could say that Israel in the Old Testament was 

functioning along lines similar to the Church in the New  
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time period.  Just as people, today, come to know God through 

participation in the life, witness and sacraments of the Church (the 

body of Christ), so in the Old Testament days people could come 

to know God by becoming attached to the life, witness and 

sacraments of Israel.  If you were not born a Jew, you could still 

become a “proselyte” (i.e., convert) to the Jewish faith.     

Abram was 75 years old when he departed from his homeland and 

headed to the land of Canaan.  With him were Sarai (wife), Lot 

(nephew) and all the wider household of servants they had 

acquired along the way.  They journeyed through the land of 

Canaan, and God reiterated His promise concerning the great land.  

The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will 

give this land.” So he built an altar there to the Lord, who had 

appeared to him.  From there he went on toward the hills east of 

Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 

east. There he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name 

of the Lord” (12:7,8). 

 

Abram’s sojourn in Egypt: 12:10-20 

The first major event in the story of Abram and Sarai (later 

“Sarah”) is a temporary forced stay in Egypt due to a famine.  

Abram’s ability to trust God in the issues of his life was not well 

developed at this time.  He put Sarai in a compromising situation 

in order to provide for his own safety. 

It came about when he came near to Egypt, that he said to Sarai 

his wife, “See now, I know that you are a beautiful woman; and 

when the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife’; and  
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God’s fundamental disposition is always to BLESS us.  In every 
age, He provides ways to offer mankind forgiveness of sins and a 
renewed relationship with Himself.  In turn, in every age, man is 
responsible to respond to God’s gracious offer of salvation, by 
submitting to the terms God has prescribed. John’s gospel clearly 
describes God’s offer today, and our required response: “For God 
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.     For 
God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but 
that the world might be saved through Him.    He who believes in 
Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 

begotten Son of God” (John 3:16-18).   
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they will kill me, but they will let you live. Please say that you are 

my sister so that it may go well with me because of you, and that 

I may live on account of you” (12:11-13).    

As feared, Pharaoh noticed Sarai’s beauty and took her into his 

harem.  The only way they made it out of this “captivity” was 

when God brought about their deliverance. 

“But the Lord struck Pharaoh and his house with great plagues 

because of Sarai, Abram’s wife” (12:17). 

Ultimately, Pharaoh gave Abram not only his wife back, but also 

many possessions.  Thus, Abram and Sarai “exited” from Egypt, 

with many possessions, by the mighty hand of God striking 

Pharaoh’s house.  Sound familiar? 

Notice how this story foreshadows what will happen to the entire 

nation of Israel 400 years later at the time of the Exodus from 

Egypt.  Then, as here, God will strike Pharaoh’s house with great 

plagues so that God’s bride, Israel, may be released.  At the time of 

that greater Exodus, Israel will in like manner depart from Egypt 

with many possessions.   

How encouraging to the people of Israel (Moses’ primary 

audience) as they learn that God’s plan for their deliverance was 

foreshadowed long, long ago, in the life of their original patriarch 

and his wife. 

Abram and Lot Separate: 13:1-18 

Both Abram and his nephew, Lot, were greatly blessed by the Lord 

in terms of their productivity and possessions.  Eventually, they 

had to separate from one another due to the size of the respective 

herds.  Abram, walking by faith, not by sight, allowed Lot to 

choose first which part of the land he would like for himself. 

So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you 

and me, nor between my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we 

are brothers. Is not the whole land before you? Please separate 

from me; if to the left, then I will go to the right; or if to the right, 

then I will go to the left.” Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the 

valley of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere – this  
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When we fail to keep our eyes on God and take matters into our 
own hands, we endanger ourselves and those who walk with us 
because we are stepping outside “the umbrella of God’s 
protection.”  Protect your clan by keeping your eyes on God! 
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protection.”  Protect your clan by keeping your eyes on God! 



was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah – like the 

garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go to Zoar. So 

Lot chose for himself all the valley of the Jordan, and Lot 

journeyed eastward. Thus they separated from each other.  

Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled in the 

cities of the valley, and moved his tents as far as Sodom”(v.8-12). 

After Lot moved away (toward Sodom!), God assured Abram that 

He was still keeping His promise to give Abram and his 

descendants the very best part of the land: 

The Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Now 

lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, 

northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the 

land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants 

forever. I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth, so 

that if anyone can number the dust of the earth, then your 

descendants can also be numbered. Arise, walk about the land 

through its length and breadth; for I will give it to you.” Then 

Abram moved his tent and came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre, 

which are in Hebron, and there he built an altar to the Lord” 

(13:14-18). 

No amount of human reasoning or scheming would ever keep God 

from fulfilling His promises to Abram and his descendants.  

Abram’s part was to walk by faith and keep in step with God’s 

plan for his life.  God’s part was to be the promise-keeper. 

War among kings and Abram’s rescue of Lot: 14:1-24 

Genesis 14 describes an outbreak of international war over the land 

of Canaan, a war that ended up impacting the city of Sodom and 

Abram’s relative, Lot.  Abram is here shown to be a man of faith in 

Yahweh, his God.  Upon hearing that Lot was taken captive, 

Abram rallied a small force of just 318 “trained men” from his 

household and pursued the kings who had take Lot captive. 
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“There is a way that seem right to a man; but its end is the way is 
death” (Proverbs 14:12).  So often we make major decisions in life 
based on what “seems right” to us.  This was Lot’s way.  The other 
way is to look to God, in humble dependence, for His leading and 
guidance.  This was Abram’s way.  The way of faith led Abram to a 
land of promise.  The way of sight led Lot to a land of trouble.  How 

are you making decisions about the path of your life? 
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“He divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, 

and defeated them, and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is 

north of Damascus. He brought back all the goods, and also 

brought back his relative Lot with his possessions, and also the 

women, and the people” (14:15,16). 

Clearly, divine favor rests upon Abram and his clan. Fighting with 

God’s help, he can defeat the strongest enemy.  This story would 

have been particularly encouraging to the Exodus generation as 

they made their way toward the Promised Land, with formidable 

enemies waiting to oppose them.  God’s promise to Abram is sure: 

“I (God) will bless those who bless you; and those who curse you, 

I will curse” (Genesis 12:3).  

At the end of this story we see Abram interacting with two kings 

who both wished to “bless” him for his help in the victory against 

the invaders.  The way that Abram responded to these two kings is 

significant.  Melchizedek, the king of Salem and priest of God 

Most High, came to pronounce a priestly blessing upon Abram:   

He blessed Abram, saying, “Blessed be Abram by God Most 

High, creator of heaven and earth.  And praise be to God Most 

High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.”  Then Abram 

gave him a tenth of everything (14:19,20). 

Abram’s response?  He acknowledged the favor of God upon his 

life.  He paid a tithe (a tenth) of his possessions to Melchizedek as 

a thank offering to God Most High. 

In contrast, the king of Sodom offered to give Abram all of the 

worldly goods stemming from the victory.  His response? 

But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “With raised hand I have 

sworn an oath to the Lord, God Most High, Creator of heaven 

and earth, that I will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a 

thread or the strap of a sandal, so that you will never be able to 

say, ‘I made Abram rich’ (14:22,23).  

Abram will not fall into the trap of human pride.  He will not allow 

anyone to ever steal the credit that is due to God for blessing his 

life and making his way successful.  To God alone be the glory! 

The New Testament writer of the book of Hebrews points to a 

deeper significance to Melchizedek (see Hebrews chs.5-7).  This 

king-priest was one of the first “types” (a person whose life 

prefigures) of Christ. How did Melchizedek prefigure Jesus Christ?   

 

2/29/15                   32 

“He divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, 

and defeated them, and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is 

north of Damascus. He brought back all the goods, and also 

brought back his relative Lot with his possessions, and also the 

women, and the people” (14:15,16). 

Clearly, divine favor rests upon Abram and his clan. Fighting with 

God’s help, he can defeat the strongest enemy.  This story would 

have been particularly encouraging to the Exodus generation as 

they made their way toward the Promised Land, with formidable 

enemies waiting to oppose them.  God’s promise to Abram is sure: 

“I (God) will bless those who bless you; and those who curse you, 

I will curse” (Genesis 12:3).  

At the end of this story we see Abram interacting with two kings 

who both wished to “bless” him for his help in the victory against 

the invaders.  The way that Abram responded to these two kings is 

significant.  Melchizedek, the king of Salem and priest of God 

Most High, came to pronounce a priestly blessing upon Abram:   

He blessed Abram, saying, “Blessed be Abram by God Most 

High, creator of heaven and earth.  And praise be to God Most 

High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.”  Then Abram 

gave him a tenth of everything (14:19,20). 

Abram’s response?  He acknowledged the favor of God upon his 

life.  He paid a tithe (a tenth) of his possessions to Melchizedek as 

a thank offering to God Most High. 

In contrast, the king of Sodom offered to give Abram all of the 

worldly goods stemming from the victory.  His response? 

But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “With raised hand I have 

sworn an oath to the Lord, God Most High, Creator of heaven 

and earth, that I will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a 

thread or the strap of a sandal, so that you will never be able to 

say, ‘I made Abram rich’ (14:22,23).  

Abram will not fall into the trap of human pride.  He will not allow 

anyone to ever steal the credit that is due to God for blessing his 

life and making his way successful.  To God alone be the glory! 

The New Testament writer of the book of Hebrews points to a 

deeper significance to Melchizedek (see Hebrews chs.5-7).  This 

king-priest was one of the first “types” (a person whose life 

prefigures) of Christ. How did Melchizedek prefigure Jesus Christ?   

 

2/29/15                   32 



- He was uniquely both king and priest.  Jesus is also both. 

- He was “king of righteousness” (“Melchizedek”).  Jesus is our 

   righteous king, who imparts to us His righteousness. 

- He was “king of peace” (“king of Salem”).  Jesus is the king that 

   brings us peace with God. 

- He received tithes from Abram.  Jesus receives our tithes and the 

   offerings of our whole lives. 

Many of the stories, people, rituals and events of the Old 

Testament will point us toward Christ, the ultimate fulfillment of 

God’s promise to bless the world through the seed of Abraham. 

Renewal of the Promises/Covenant Ceremony: 15:1-21 

This chapter opens with Abram wrestling in his heart over the long 

delay in God giving him his first son.  God’s words to Abram show 

that God sees what is happening in Abram’s heart. 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a 

vision, saying, “Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; your 

reward shall be very great” (15:1). 

Abram immediately raised the issue that he and Sarai were still 

without a child.  Abram suggested that perhaps another who is 

from his wider household could become the heir of the divine 

promises.  God’s response to Abram is clear and firm. 

“One who will come forth from your own body, he shall be your 

heir.” And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the 

heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And 

He said to him, “So shall your descendants be” (15:4,5). 

Then, God enacted a formal covenant ratification ceremony with 

Abram.  Note that Abram was put into a deep sleep while this 

ceremony took place.  This indicates that the fulfillment of the 

covenant is solely dependent upon God, not upon Abram.  It is, in 

effect, a unilateral agreement that God will fulfill. 
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The self-dependent spirit says: I did it.  I own it.  I deserve it.  I will 
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it.  I am privileged to be a steward of it.  I will give back to Him as a 
sign of my dependence.  Abram was the first person in the Bible to 
demonstrate the principle of “tithing” to God – giving a tenth of 
one’s income back to God.  The New Testament affirms the 
practice of generously giving back to God as a way of 
acknowledging that He is the owner of everything; we are His 

wealth-managers, stewarding His resources for His purposes. 
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It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and 

behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch 

which passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a 

covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given 

this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the 

river Euphrates: the Kenite and the Kenizzite and the 

Kadmonite  and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the 

Rephaim  and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Girgashite 

and the Jebusite” (15:17-21). 

There are significant new details given here about God’s timing for 

the fulfillment of the promises.  Yes, Abram and Sarai will have a 

son of their own, through whom the great nation will be built.  Yet, 

the journey toward fulfillment will be long and will be woven 

together with God’s ongoing plan for other nations as well. 

God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will 

be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be 

enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. But I will also judge 

the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come 

out with many possessions. As for you, you shall go to your 

fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age. Then in 

the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the 

Amorite is not yet complete” (15:13-16). 

- There will be oppression in a foreign land for 400 years (Egypt). 

- God will deliver them mightily from the oppression (the Exodus). 

- Abram will live a long life and die in peace (175 years!). 

- In 4 generations, Abram’s offspring will occupy the land again. 

- The sin of the Amorites (Canaanites) had not yet reached the full 

   measure that would move God to evict them from their land. 
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- There will be oppression in a foreign land for 400 years (Egypt). 
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- The sin of the Amorites (Canaanites) had not yet reached the full 

   measure that would move God to evict them from their land. 
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The ways of God are very complex.  We often cannot understand 
why He does things in certain ways; but we must see that He is 
dealing with many interwoven factors all at the same time.  Abram 
probably wondered: Why must my descendants wait 400 more 
years to inherit the Promised Land?  Because God was giving the 
Canaanites 400 more years to repent and to turn back to Him.  
Abram had to learn to trust that, in his own lifetime, God would be 
faithful to fulfill those parts of the promise that were necessary.  
Abram also had to trust that God’s plans and purposes were much 
bigger than his own life.  This is not an easy lesson to learn.  As we 
will see with Abram, the temptation is always to “help God get 
things moving.”  When we do this, we actually are getting in God’s 

way and end up making trouble for ourselves! 
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Abram, Sarai and the Egyptian maid Hagar: 16:1-16 

After waiting 10 years for a child, Abram and Sarai decided to help 

God get the plan moving.  Sarai suggested that her Egyptian maid, 

Hagar, become a surrogate mother to bear a child for them.  They 

failed to pray and seek God in this critical decision. Their plan 

seemed to work perfectly . . . until after the child was born. 

He went in to Hagar, and she conceived; and when she saw that 

she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her sight.  And 

Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done me be upon you. I 

gave my maid into your arms, but when she saw that she had 

conceived, I was despised in her sight. May the Lord judge 

between you and me.”  But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your 

maid is in your power; do to her what is good in your sight.” So 

Sarai treated her harshly, and she fled from her presence (v.4-6). 

God came to Hagar in her flight and promised to make a great 

nation from her son.  In a tender exchange, God named Hagar’s 

son.  In turn, Hagar gave a name to God. 

Ishmael = “God hears” my cries as a used and forsaken woman. 

Elroi = “God sees” my situation and extends His love toward me.  

At God’s command, Hagar returned to Abram and Sarai, 

submitting herself to them.  Thus, Ishmael grew up in Abram’s 

family.  As the story will later unfold, Hagar and Ishmael become 

ongoing rivals to Sarai and her son, Isaac.  This interfamily 

conflict ultimately produced later international conflict. The 

descendants of Ishmael became a perpetual thorn in the side of the 

descendants of Abram through Isaac. 

Promise renewal/Circumcision; name changes: 17:1-18:15 

Thirteen more years pass and still no firstborn for Abram and 

Sarai.  God comes once again to reaffirm His intention to fulfill 

His promises for Abram and Sarai, even though they are now old. 

“I am God Almighty; walk before Me, and be blameless. I will  
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Often when we are going through a prolonged trial, we can begin 
to doubt God’s love and believe that He has forgotten about us; 
that He does not see or care about our struggle.  The story of 
Hagar invites us, in the midst of our darkness and doubt, to 
remember that “God sees” (El-roi) our situation, and “God hears” 

(Isham-El) our cries.  God never loses sight of His children! 
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establish My covenant between Me and you, and I will multiply 

you exceedingly”  (17:1,2). 

As a further proof of God’s intention, He renamed Abram and 

Sarai to reflect their promised future: 

“As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you will be the 

father of a multitude of nations.  No longer shall your name be 

called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made 

you the father of a multitude of nations” (17:4,5). 

“As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but 

Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and indeed I will give 

you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother 

of nations; kings of peoples will come from her” (17:15,16). 

“Abraham” means “father of a multitude.”  “Sarah” means 

“princess.”  Thus, God confirms His promise to make Abraham the 

father of a great nation, and Sarah the princess through whom all 

nations will be blessed.  

God gave one more very significant name to the couple.  The soon-

to-be-born son will be called “Isaac” (“laughter”).  Why this 

name?  When Abraham heard that a son would be born to them 

next year, he was shocked (due to their age) and even suggested 

that God use Ishmael to fulfill His plan.  He laughed in disbelief! 

Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his 

heart, “Will a child be born to a man one hundred years old? 

And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” And 

Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before You!” 

Again, in the next chapter, when Sarah heard that God was about 

to give her a child, she laughed, and God called her out on it! 

Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; Sarah was 

past childbearing. Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have 

become old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?” And 

the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall 

I indeed bear a child, when I am so old?’ Is anything too difficult 

for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, at this 

time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” Sarah denied it 

however, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. And He 

said, “No, but you did laugh” (18:11-15). 

Clearly, they were having difficulty believing that God would 

actually still fulfill His promise to give them their very own child,  
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through whom the nation would be built.  The name of their son, 

“Isaac,” was a perpetual reminder to them that God’s promises 

may be miraculous and surprising; but they are never a joke.   

Genesis 17:9-14 records that God commanded Abraham to 

circumcise all male descendants on the 8
th
 day after birth, as a 

perpetual sign of the covenant between God and the nation that 

would come from Abraham (Israel).  The chapter concludes with 

Abraham obeying this command with his household (17:23-27). 

Genesis 18:1-15 records a personal visit of the Lord to Abraham 

and Sarah’s tent.  This seems to have happened around the same 

time as the evens of ch.17, roughly 1 year before Isaac was born.   

“Theophanies” (appearances of God) were frequent in the O.T. It is 

likely that it was the 2
nd
 person of the Trinity, the Son of God, who 

was appearing in pre-incarnate form.  In this particular instance, 

God came to Abraham and Sarah along with 2 angels.  They seem 

to be stopping in for a visit on their way to execute God’s 

judgment against Sodom and Gomorrah (18:16-19:38).   

God’s judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah: 18:16-19:38 

This section of the Abraham narrative serves two main purposes: 

1) It is a warning to the Exodus generation as they head toward the 

land of Canaan under the leadership of Moses.  The land is filled 

with unrighteousness.  Israel must not fall into conformity with the 

wickedness of Canaan.  They must follow God’s laws and stand 

out as a “nation of priests, a holy nation” (Exodus 19:5,6), 

otherwise the judgment of God will fall upon them, as it did on 

Sodom and Gomorrah. 2) This section also highlights the role of 

Abraham as a mediator and intercessor, the one through whom the 

blessings and protection of God come to others. 
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God is not in a hurry to fulfill His plan.  Abraham waited 25 years 
for the first son.  Moses spent 40 years in the desert before being 
called to lead Israel.  David was anointed as a teenager, but 
waited until he was 30 to become king.  Paul spent 14 years in 
Arabia before emerging as the key apostle.  Jesus grew for 30 
years before ministering for 3 years.  The principle?  God is more 
concerned with what He is doing IN YOU, than what He is doing 
THROUGH YOU.  God will patiently grow the heart of His servant, 
even if this means that the “program” has to wait a few more 

years . . . or a few more decades!  God is very patient.   
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- Abraham the intercessor: 18:16-33 

Once Abraham realizes God’s intention to bring judgment upon 

Sodom and Gomorrah, he intercedes on behalf of the righteous 

remnant that dwells there.  Surely he has in mind Lot (his nephew) 

and Lot’s family, who had previously settled in Sodom.  Abraham 

asks God: Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked?  If 

there are 50 righteous?  No!  If there are 45 righteous?  No!  If 

there are 40 righteous?  No!  If there are 30 righteous?  No!  If 

there are 20 righteous?  No!  If there are 10 righteous?  No! 

The point is clear: God is absolutely JUST and PRECISE in the 

way that He brings judgment to humanity.  God makes no mistakes 

in the execution of His judgment against humanity’s sin.  As the 

following narrative demonstrates, God went even further than 

Abraham’s questioning.  God spared 4 persons from the judgment. 

- Judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah: 19:1-29 

After rescuing Lot from Sodom, God’s judgment fell upon the 

cities of the valley due to their extreme departure from the moral 

will of God.  The narrative leaves little doubt that the inhabitants 

of Sodom were ruthless, self-centered and engrossed in all forms 

of sexual immorality.  They did not hesitate to attack Lot’s house, 

demanding that the two male visitors be given to their mob to be 

raped and sexually abused.  Lot, his wife and their two daughters 

were quickly ushered out of the town by the two men (angels).  

Lot’s wife disobeyed a clear command: “Do not look behind you” 

(19:17).  As they were fleeing, she did look back.  The text reads: 

“She became a pillar of salt.”  It could be that she not only 

“looked back” to Sodom (with a sense of longing), but also turned 

back, and ended up being caught in the fiery judgment of God that 

fell from heaven upon the cities of the valley.   

- Lot’s daughters commit incest with him: 19:30-38 

The relationship between Lot and his two daughters is a case study 

in father-daughter dysfunction.  Lot had previously humiliated his 

daughters by offering them to the lust-filled mob in place of the 

two male visitors.  “Do to them as seems good in your sight” 

(19:8).  Now, hiding in a cave with their father, after the 

destruction of Sodom, they wonder how they will ever find 

husbands and bear children.  (The two men to whom they were 

engaged had remained behind and died in the destruction of 

Sodom.)  Their answer was not to trust in God; rather, it was to 

debase their father by getting him drunk and having sexual  
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relations with him.  The result of these incestuous relations was the 

nations of the Moabites and Ammonites, both perpetual enemies of 

Israel as they sought to enter the Promised Land centuries later 

(19:37,38).  Moses is explaining to the Exodus generation not only 

the roots of their blessings in the promises of God; but also the 

roots of their struggles in the sinful schemes of men and women 

who failed to walk by faith in centuries past. 

Abraham lies to Abimelech about Sarah: 20:1-18 

Abraham repeats once again his sinful strategy of lying about his 

wife Sarah, saying that she is “his sister,” in order to protect 

himself.  Abimelech, king of Gerar, took the (still) beautiful Sarah 

into his possession.  God subsequently brought judgment upon 

Abimelech’s household.  In the end, Abraham interceded “for 

Abimelech and his wife and his maids” because they had all 

become barren during the time that Sarah was in their possession.  

Several lessons here: 1) Abraham’s faith is still very much “in 

process,” even at this stage of his life.  2) The favor and protection 

of God rests upon Abraham and Sarah, even when they are not 

walking precisely within God’s ways.  (Recall from ch.15 that 

God’s covenant with Abraham was unilateral; it depended only on 

the faithfulness of God, not on the faithfulness of Abraham.)        

3) We see again the role of Abraham as the mediator of God’s 

blessings to others.  Israel as a nation will later be asked to take 

this same role: to mediate God’s blessings to the world. 

The birth of Isaac; Hagar and Ishmael sent away: 21:1-34 

Finally, a son is born to Abraham (100 yrs.) and Sarah (91)!  They 

rejoice and name him “laughter” (“Isaac”).  Sarah gives her own 

reason for the name: “God has made laughter for me; and 

everyone who hears will laugh with me” (21:6).  Recall that God 

had a very different reason in mind when He told them to name the 

boy “Isaac” (see 17:17 and 18:11-15).   
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One of the great lessons of the Pentateuch is that our present 
actions impact future generations.  The fruits of both our righteous 
actions and our sinful choices might not be seen in the present.  
But most assuredly, God will visit both the sins of the fathers AND 
the righteousness of the fathers upon the children . . . even to the 
third and fourth generations (Exodus 34:6,7).  What sorts of “gifts” 
are you preparing for your future generations to open?  Are they 
gifts of divine blessing; or divine chastisement? 

One of the great lessons of the Pentateuch is that our present 
actions impact future generations.  The fruits of both our righteous 
actions and our sinful choices might not be seen in the present.  
But most assuredly, God will visit both the sins of the fathers AND 
the righteousness of the fathers upon the children . . . even to the 
third and fourth generations (Exodus 34:6,7).  What sorts of “gifts” 
are you preparing for your future generations to open?  Are they 
gifts of divine blessing; or divine chastisement? 



The birth of Isaac created further stress in the relationship between 

Sarah and her Egyptian maid, Hagar, who had previously born 

Ishmael to Abraham (Genesis 16).  Although Abraham was 

“greatly distressed” over the loss of Ishmael his son, God gave 

him permission to send Hagar and Ishmael away (21:8-21), 

promising to bless the boy.  In fact, God twice promised to bless 

Hagar’s son and to make a great nation of him (21:13,18).  Indeed, 

the descendants of Ishmael became many great nations, some of 

which became archrivals to Israel in the years ahead. 

Abraham commanded to sacrifice Isaac: 22:1-25 

The defining scene in Abraham’s faith-journey came when God 

asked him to sacrifice Isaac on an altar.  This was a test of 

Abraham’s unqualified love for God (22:12).  Abraham obeyed 

quickly and exactly the command given to him by God.  How 

could Abraham possibly sacrifice the very son through whom God 

promised to make the great nation?  From the New Testament 

comments on this incident, we learn that Abraham had the faith to 

believe that God could raise Isaac from the dead, if necessary, to 

fulfill His promises.  The writer of the book of Hebrews explains: 

“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he 

who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten 

son; it was he to whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your descendants 

shall be called.’ He considered that God is able to raise people 

even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a 

type” (Hebrews 11:17-19). 

At the last moment, God provided a substitute sacrifice in place of 

Isaac – a ram caught in a nearby bush.  As a fitting tribute to this 

divine provision, Abraham gave a name to God and to that 

mountain: Yahweh-jireh.  “God provides.” 

This scene between Abraham and Isaac gives us another “type” or 

picture of Jesus Christ.  God provided a substitute sacrifice to die 

in Isaac’s place.  Jesus is the Lamb that God provided as our 
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substitute sacrifice, to die in our place.  All of us can rejoice with 

Abraham and Isaac, declaring: “YAHWEH-JIREH!”  God has 

provided the necessary sacrifice for our salvation. 

The death and burial of Sarah: 23:1-20 

Sarah lived 127 years, and then died in the land of Canaan.  The 

purpose of this chapter is not simply to record her death and burial; 

rather, it is to record the process by which Abraham provided for 

Sarah’s burial by purchasing land in Canaan, rather than burying 

her in her ancestral land as was customary.  Abraham has been a 

sojourner in the land, without owning anything.  Now, upon 

Sarah’s death, he purchases a field belonging to the sons of Heth. 

So Ephron’s field, which was in Machpelah, which faced 

Mamre, the field and cave which was in it, and all the trees 

which were in the field, that were within all the confines of its 

border, were deeded over to Abraham for a possession in the 

presence of the sons of Heth, before all who went in at the gate of 

his city. After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of  

the field at Machpelah facing Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the 

land of Canaan. So the field and the cave that is in it, were 

deeded over to Abraham for a burial site by the sons of Heth 

(23:17-20).  

The message? In Abraham’s day, Israel was given its first 

installment of the great land God had promised to them.   

Finding a wife for Isaac: 24:1-67 

Chapter 24 details the process by which Abraham arranged a wife 

for his son, Isaac. Abraham exercised faith by keeping his son 

from marrying a Canaanite wife.  He determined to send his 

servant back to his homeland to find a wife from among his 

kinsmen.  Twice he commanded the servant: Whatever happens, 

do not take my son Isaac back to that land!  The message is strong: 

Isaac is the heir to God’s promise to give us the land of Canaan.  

He must never go back to the land of Ur, from which we came.  

The servant went on the long journey back to Mesopotamia, where 

Abraham’s relatives dwelt.  God led him into an encounter with 

Rebekah, granddaughter of Abraham’s brother, Nahor.  He told 

Abraham’s relatives how God had blessed his master.  They sensed 

God’s hand in the matter of Rebekah, and sent her off to become 

the wife of Isaac, and heiress of the promises of God.  As the 

servant and Rebekah reached the place where Isaac waited, the  
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narrative takes on a rather romantic tone in describing their initial 

encounter.  Truly, it was love at first sight! 

Isaac went out to meditate in the field toward evening; and he 

lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, camels were coming. 

Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac she 

dismounted from the camel. She said to the servant, “Who is that 

man walking in the field to meet us?” And the servant said, “He 

is my master.” Then she took her veil and covered herself.  The 

servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac 

brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and he took Rebekah, 

and she became his wife, and he loved her; thus Isaac was 

comforted after his mother’s death” (24:63-67). 

The stage is now set for the story to continue in the lives of Isaac 

and Rebekah, heirs of the promise God made to Abraham and 

Sarah.  Their story forms the next panel of the Genesis narrative. 

Abraham’s Death: 25:1-11 

Abraham had many other sons and daughters; but they were all 

“sent away” in order to leave Isaac alone in the land of promise.   

Only in Isaac’s seed will the divine promise find its true 

fulfillment.   

Abraham died at 175 years of age, and was buried next to his wife 

in the burial plot he had purchased from the sons of Heth.  In his 

life, the foundation was laid for the blessings of God to come to all 

the nations. 
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In the Old Testament, the “children of Abraham” were the people 
of Israel.  In the New Testament, the concept of “Abraham’s 
children” is broadened out to include all (Jew or Gentile) who 
share in the faith of Abraham.   So, Paul writes to the Galatian 
Church: “The real children of Abraham, then, are those who put 
their faith in God. What’s more, the Scriptures looked forward to 
this time when God would declare the Gentiles to be righteous 
because of their faith. God proclaimed this good news to Abraham 
long ago when he said, “All nations will be blessed through you.”  
So all who put their faith in Christ share the same blessing 
Abraham received because of his faith” (Galatians 3:7-9).   
If you have placed your faith in Jesus as your Savior, your 
substitute sacrifice, then you are a true child of Abraham, enjoying 

God’s promise to bless ALL the nations through this one man! 
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     GOD WITH US 

                    Part 1: The Great Blessing                                 

Genesis – Deuteronomy 

 

Message 4 – The Promise continues through 

Isaac and Jacob 

Genesis 25:12-36:43 

Introduction 

The middle chapters of Genesis trace God’s promise to Abraham 

(Genesis 12:1-3) as it moves through the chosen line of Isaac and 

then Jacob.  God will fulfill His covenant to build a nation from 

Abraham’s seed, through which He will bless the whole world.  

Yet, the descendants of Abraham do not maintain the same level of 

faith and obedience that Abraham had.  There is serious 

deterioration in the spiritual devotion of the subsequent 

generations.  Nevertheless, God is faithful even when His people 

are not.  He will keep His promise, even if it means working 

through fallible human beings and twisted circumstances. 

The sons of Ishmael and Isaac: 25:12-28 

In the story of Abraham, two sons figured prominently: Ishmael 

and Isaac.  The narrative picks up at Abraham’s death as both sons 

participate in burying their father (25:9-11).  Then, the 12 sons of 

Ishmael are listed (25:12-18) and Ishmael’s death is recorded.  Just 

7 verses are given to Ishmael and his 12 tribes.  On the other hand, 

the narrative follows very closely the life of Isaac, beginning with 

the story of the birth of his two sons, Esau and Jacob.  Clearly, 

the promise is moving forward through Isaac, not Ishmael. 

Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his barren wife, Rebekah.  

The Lord answered his prayers and twins were born to the couple.  

In the birth process, the stage was set for the ongoing conflict 

between Jacob and Esau.  They were wrestling with each other 

while still in the womb.  As they were born, Jacob came out 

second, “with his hand grasping Esau’s heel.”  Thus, his name 

was “Jacob” which means “holder of the heel,” or “supplanter.”  

As the narrative progresses, Jacob will continually try to supplant 

(overcome) his brother, Esau.  This was, just as God said: 

The Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb; and two 

peoples will be separated from your body; and one people shall 

be stronger than the other; and the older shall serve the 

younger” (25:23).  
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As the boys grew up, there developed a division in the family, for 

Isaac favored Esau, a man of the outdoors, while Rebekah favored 

Jacob, a quiet man who preferred to stay near home.  This division 

would create chaos and heartache in Isaac and Rebekah’s home; 

yet, it would be used to further the divine plan through Jacob. 

Esau sells his birthright to Jacob: 25:29-34 

The story of Esau selling his birthright to Jacob for a single meal is 

rather shocking in the Jewish context. The birthright, belonging to 

the firstborn son, involved a double share of the father’s 

inheritance.  It was also assumed that the father would give the 

firstborn a special blessing, as well as the privilege of leadership 

over the entire household.  Thus, the birthright was an extremely 

valued possession in ancient Israel.  The last line of this story is 

important: “Thus, Esau despised his birthright.” He valued it less 

than a single bowl of soup!  Jacob, on the other hand, would go to 

great lengths to obtain the birthright.  He saw the value in having 

the father’s inheritance, including the divine blessing being passed 

down from Abraham, to Isaac and to Isaac’s “firstborn.”  Perhaps 

Rebekah had told Jacob about God’s promise to bless him over 

Esau.  In any case, he wanted the birthright, and he got it!  The 

N.T. book of Hebrews points to Esau as an example of one who 

willfully devalued and rejected the blessings of God over his life: 

“See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no 

root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be 

defiled; that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, 

who sold his own birthright for a single meal. For you know that 

even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was 

rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought 

for it with tears” (Hebrews 12:15-17). 

The protection and prosperity of Isaac: 26:1-35 

This section of the Isaac narrative reads like a miniature of the 

Abraham story.  The promise of God to make a great nation 

through Isaac is twice repeated here.  In the meantime, Isaac lies to 

Abimelech, king of Gerar, about his wife being his “sister” in order  
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The primary relationship in a home should always be the relation-
ship between husband and wife.  As the story unfolds, we will see 
a lack of “oneness” between Isaac and Rebekah.  When spiritual 
and emotional intimacy is lacking, it is common for a husband and 
wife to become enmeshed with their children in order to satisfy 
their needs for relational connectedness.  When this happens, 
both the parents and the children suffer in the long run. 
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to protect his own life, repeating exactly the sin of Abraham.  Both 

father and son had the same propensity toward fear and both tried 

to handle their fear with self-protective strategies.  Nevertheless, 

God blessed Isaac as he dwelt in Philistine territory. 

“Now Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a 

hundredfold. And the Lord blessed him, and the man became 

rich, and continued to grow richer until he became very wealthy; 

for he had possessions of flocks and herds and a great 

household, so that the Philistines envied him” (26:12-14). 

Clearly, the favor of God rests upon this son of Abraham.  God’s 

promise is secure.  He desires to be with Isaac. 

The Lord appeared to him the same night and said,  “I am the 

God of your father Abraham; do not fear, for I am with you.  I 

will bless you, and multiply your descendants, for the sake of My 

servant Abraham.”  So he built an altar there and called upon 

the name of the Lord” (26:24,25). 

Jacob steals Esau’s blessing: 27:1-46 

The narrative of Jacob stealing Esau’s blessing is absolutely 

fabulous for its detail and intrigue.  This reads like a script from a 

modern soap opera.  Rebekah had such cunning as she schemed 

with her favored son, Jacob, how to snatch the fatherly blessing 

away from Esau.  Reading closely, we learn that the primary 

mover in this deception was, in fact, Rebekah.  She did everything 

she could to help her son steal the blessing.  Mother and son had in 

their favor the fact that Isaac’s eyesight was gone, so their plot was 

to fool the blind old man into thinking he was blessing Esau (his 

favorite) when, in fact, he was uttering the irrevocable words of 

blessing over Jacob instead!   

Once the fatherly blessing had been pronounced over Jacob, Esau 

returned, horrified to learn that his brother had stolen his blessing.  

Isaac was more than horrified.  Then Isaac trembled violently . . . 

(27:33).  He was angry beyond words that he had been deceived. 

Esau was devastated at his loss: 

When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried out with an 

exceedingly great and bitter cry, and said to his father, “Bless 

me, even me also, O my father!” And he said, “Your brother 

came deceitfully and has taken away your blessing.” Then he 

said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob, for he has supplanted me 

these two times? He took away my birthright, and behold, now he 

has taken away my blessing” (27:34-36). 
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Esau pleaded with his father to give him a blessing as well; but the 

primary blessing had been bestowed and could not be revoked.  

Isaac pronounced over Esau words that sound more like a curse 

than a blessing.  The story ends with Esau bent on murdering his 

brother Jacob. Rebekah, sensing his murderous intentions, schemes 

for Jacob’s protection by asking Isaac to send Jacob away to find a 

wife in the far off land of their ancestors.  Her reason?  She doesn’t 

want Jacob to marry a woman from the land of Canaan, as Esau 

had, bringing them grief (see 26:35).  Rebekah learned well the art 

of deception.  We will soon find out where she learned such skills. 

Isaac sends Jacob away to find a wife: 28:1-22 

- The sendoff: 28:1-9 

Recall that when it was time for Abraham to find a wife for his 

son, Isaac, he strongly warned his servant to never take Isaac back 

to their homeland (Genesis 24:5-9).  Now, a generation later, Isaac 

is doing this very thing: sending his own son Jacob, heir of the 

sacred promises, back to the homeland to find a wife.  Abraham’s 

faith-based determination has given way to Isaac’s expediency-

based compromise.  There is deterioration of the faith in the 2
nd
 

generation.  Both Isaac and Rebekah knew that they were sending 

their “chosen son” into a setting filled with ungodliness, idol 

worship and deception.  Nevertheless, they sent Jacob away to 

keep him from being killed by Esau, who stayed home and caused 

increasing grief to Isaac and Rebekah. 

- The Lord appears in Jacob’s dream at Bethel: 28:10-22. 

As Jacob was traveling, he stopped at Bethel to sleep.  God 

appeared to him in a dream and reaffirmed the Abrahamic 

promises to him, as the new generation God would be with. 

“I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of 

Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your 
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The curse against Eve was that her relational world would be filled 
with pain.  She would have great pain in bearing and raising 
children, and she would struggle to control and manipulate her 
husband (Genesis 3:16).  In Rebekah we see all of this playing 
out.  Her unborn children wrestle in her womb.  Once born, she 
can only love the son she favors.  As they grow, she cannot trust 
her husband, or her God, with their future.  She must take matters 
into her own hands in order to make life work in ways that please 
her.  Rebekah typifies the woman who never learns to rest her 
relational fears in the hands of a God who loves her more than 
she can ever know. 
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descendants. Your descendants will also be like the dust of the 

earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east and to 

the north and to the south; and in you and in your descendants 

shall all the families of the earth be blessed.  Behold, I am with 

you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back 

to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have 

promised you” (28:13-15). 

Not only will God fulfill the promises made to Abraham; He will 

keep Jacob (safe) wherever he goes, and bring him back to the 

land of promise (v.15).  Jacob responded to this dream in an 

interesting way.  He set up an altar and made a conditional vow 

that God would be “his God” IF these promises came true: 

Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will 

keep me on this journey that I take, and will give me food to eat 

and garments to wear, and I return to my father’s house in 

safety, then the Lord will be my God. This stone, which I have set 

up as a pillar, will be God’s house, and of all that You give me I 

will surely give a tenth to You” (28:20-22). 

Jacob’s faith in God is very undeveloped at this point.  He needs 

proof of God’s faithfulness before he will accept God as his own 

God.  It will be 20 long years (31:8) before Jacob will return to this 

very place (Bethel) and truly accept God as his own God. 

Jacob deceived in Laban’s house: 29:1-30 

Jacob had learned the art of deception from his mother, Rebekah.  

Now, he falls prey to the master deceiver, his uncle Laban, brother 

of Rebekah.  When Jacob arrived at Laban’s house, he quickly fell 

in love with Rachel, the younger daughter of Laban.  He agreed to 

work a full 7 years for the right to marry Rachel.  But on the 

wedding night, Laban made a feast and managed to slip Leah, his 

older daughter, into Jacob’s tent in place of Rachel.  In the 

morning, Jacob woke up to find the wrong wife lying next to him! 
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While it is true that Isaac showed a lack of faith in sending Jacob 
back to the “old country,” it is also true that every new generation 
needs to develop their own faith, rather than trying to ride on the 
faith of their forefathers.  Jacob must develop his own intimate 
walk with God and learn to personally trust God for the fulfillment 
of the promises.  It has rightly been said: “God has no 
grandchildren . . . only children.”  Thus, Jacob’s journey away from 
the land of promise will, in the end, thrust him into difficulties that 
will force the development of his own faith in God.  Much like the 
prodigal son in the far off land, Jacob will “come to his senses” 
and see that God is his only hope for a life of joy and purpose. 
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Jacob got a taste of his own medicine.  Recall how he had deceived 

his father, Isaac, in order to steal the blessing.    

“What is this you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I 

served with you? Why then have you deceived me?” But Laban 

said, “It is not the practice in our place to marry off the younger 

before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will 

give you the other also for the service which you shall serve with 

me for another seven years” (29:25-27). 

Jacob ended up working an additional 7 years to get Rachel as a 

wife.  The deceiver has fallen victim to an even greater deceiver. 

God is not mocked.  A man reaps what he sows (Galatians 6:7). 

The battle of the wives: 29:31-30:24 

A serious rivalry developed between Leah and Rachel over their 

relationship with Jacob and their longing for his attention and love.  

This rivalry was played out through their competitive childbearing 

and, more directly, through the naming of their children.  Both 

Leah and Rachel had maids, who also served as surrogate mothers 

to bear children for them.  Aside from the obvious fact that the 

narrative is setting us up to understand the origins of the 12 tribes 

of Israel, there is a very tragic human story unfolding here.  

Jacob’s polygamous marriages, fostered by Laban’s deceit, bring 

about a spirit of rivalry, scheming and heartbreak among his wives.  

Leah strives to find real love in a world where she is not valued.  

Rachel becomes jealous of her sister and angry with her husband 

because of her barrenness.  She must have children, otherwise her 

life has no meaning. 

Now when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, she 

became jealous of her sister; and she said to Jacob, “Give me 

children, or else I die.” Then Jacob’s anger burned against 

Rachel, and he said, “Am I in the place of God, who has 

withheld from you the fruit of the womb?” (30:1,2). 

Below you see the “scorecard” of the battle between “team Leah” 

and “team Rachel.” Though these sons will later become the 12 

tribes of the nation Israel, only 11 sons are listed below, as the 12
th
, 

Benjamin, will be born at the end of Rachel’s life (35:16-19). 

Team Leah goes up 4-0. 

Reuben: The Lord has “looked upon” my affliction. 

Simeon: The Lord has “heard” that I am unloved. 

Levi: Now my husband will become “attached” to me. 

Judah:  Now I will “praise the Lord.” 
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Team Rachel rallies back to 4-2 through Bilhah. 

Dan: God has “judged” in favor of me. 

Naphtali: I have “wrestled” with my sister and won. 

Team Leah extends lead 6-2 through Zilpah. 

Gad: Oh how “fortunate” I am to have another son. 

Asher: Oh how “happy” I am!  Women will call me “happy.” 

Team Leah runs up the score 8-2. 

Issachar: God has given me my “wages.” 

Zebulun: Now my husband will “honor” me. 

Team Rachel scores one to end at 8-3. 

Joseph: Perhaps the Lord will “add” more children to me? 

God prospers Jacob while he dwells with Laban 30:25-43 

After 14 tiring years living under his uncle’s control, Jacob desired 

to depart and return to the land of Canaan; but Laban invited him 

into a business deal that would benefit both of them.  Laban knew 

that his herds were being greatly blessed because of God’s favor 

on Jacob, so he was seeking ways to leverage Jacob’s ongoing 

success for his own ongoing benefit.  Why let go of a star player?  

As “wages” for his continued labor, Jacob was allowed to remove 

from the flocks certain animals that would become his own herd.  

In return, Jacob would continue to manage all of the herds 

belonging to both of them. 

“Let me pass through your entire flock today, removing from 

there every speckled and spotted sheep and every black one 

among the lambs and the spotted and speckled among the goats; 

and such shall be my wages” (30:32). 

Jacob then adopted a breeding technique of placing striped rods at 

the watering holes.  This practice (widely accepted back then) was  
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God’s plan always moves forward even in the midst of human sin 
and failure.  Yet, our enjoyment of the blessings associated with 
God’s plan is hindered by our sin and our relational failures.  
Jacob is a man living under the promise of God’s blessing; yet, his 
life is filled with pain and emotional turmoil, because he has 
stepped outside of God’s intended path for his life.  The 
faithfulness of God will ensure that the promises are fulfilled.  But 
the waywardness of Jacob and his wives will ensure that the path 
to fulfillment is filled with heartache, pain and disappointment.  An 
old hymn puts it this way: “Trust and obey, for there’s no other 
way, to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.”  “It is better to 
take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man” (Psalm 118:8). 
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based on the thinking that sheep would reproduce according to the 

visual stimulation given to them (more striped, speckled and 

spotted lambs because of the striped rods).  The validity of this 

practice has no basis in science, and only goes to show the extent 

to which Jacob was still relying on human strategies to secure the 

divine blessing.  It was God who caused Jacob’s herds to increase, 

not Jacob’s clever striped rods.  The final verse of this chapter 

makes the point clear: 

“So the man became exceedingly prosperous, and had large 

flocks and female and male servants and camels and donkeys” 

(30:43). 

God is fulfilling His pledge to be with Jacob, even in the far off 

land of deception, shrewdness and manipulation. 

Jacob secretly departs for Canaan: 31:1-55 

How fitting that the story of Jacob and Laban should end on a note 

of deception.  Jacob took his wives, children, servants and flocks 

and departed secretly for Canaan, without informing Laban. 

“And Jacob deceived Laban the Aramean by not telling him that 

he was fleeing. So he fled with all that he had; and he arose and 

crossed the Euphrates River, and set his face toward the hill 

country of Gilead” (31:20,21). 

Don’t miss the little detail that Rachel stole her father’s household 

idols on the way out of town.  Devotion to Yahweh, the God of 

Abraham, is compromised even in the hearts of the lead couple. 

“When Laban had gone to shear his flock, then Rachel stole the 

household idols that were her father’s” (31:19). 
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“It is the blessing of the Lord that makes rich . . . (Proverbs 10:22).  
How often do we take credit for things that are actually bestowed 
to us from God?  Moses will later warn the Exodus generation to 
never think that they earned the blessings.  “You may say in your 
heart, ‘My power and the strength of my hand made me this 
wealth’” (Deut. 8:17).  It is the folly of human pride to mistake 
divine gifts as human achievements.  (See all of Deut. 8:11-20.)  
King David modeled the right spirit with wealth: ““““Both riches and 
honor come from You, and You rule over all, and in Your hand is 
power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to 
strengthen everyone . . . But who am I and who are my people that 
we should be able to offer as generously as this? For all things 
come from You, and from Your hand we have given You” 
(1Chronicles 29:12-14). 
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Is the favor and protection of Yahweh not enough for the 

descendants of Abraham?  Must they take along pagan idols to 

secure their future?  The faith of Abraham and Sarah has seriously 

deteriorated in the 3
rd
 generation of Jacob and Rachel. 

Laban pursued Jacob all the way into the hill country of Gilead, the 

northern portion of the land of Canaan.  On the way, God came to 

him in a dream and warned him not “to speak good or bad to 

Jacob.”  There is no small irony in Laban’s question to Jacob: 

“Why have you deceived me . . .” (31:26,27).  The great deceiver 

has been outdone!  He was also angry that Jacob had stolen his 

household idols, a fact that Jacob denied (because he did not know 

that his wife Rachel had done so).  The ultimate irony of this whole 

story comes when Laban goes searching for the idols, only to be 

deceived by his own daughter, who is sitting on top of them as she 

lies about being in her menstrual cycle.  What a daddy’s daughter!  

“Now Rachel had taken the household idols and put them in the 

camel’s saddle, and she sat on them. And Laban felt through all 

the tent but did not find them. She said to her father, “Let not my 

lord be angry that I cannot rise before you, for the manner of 

women is upon me.” So he searched but did not find the 

household idols” (31:34,35). 

Jacob argued heatedly with Laban over the fact that he had served 

him for 20 years and been taken advantage of all along the way.  

They finally reached an agreement to separate from one another, 

formalizing their intention with a covenant ceremony (31:43-55).  

Laban departs for his homeland, and Jacob his.   

Jacob prepares to meet Esau; wrestles with God: 32:1-32 

As Jacob prepared to reengage with his estranged brother, Esau, he  

3/8/15                   51 

Is the favor and protection of Yahweh not enough for the 

descendants of Abraham?  Must they take along pagan idols to 

secure their future?  The faith of Abraham and Sarah has seriously 

deteriorated in the 3
rd
 generation of Jacob and Rachel. 

Laban pursued Jacob all the way into the hill country of Gilead, the 

northern portion of the land of Canaan.  On the way, God came to 

him in a dream and warned him not “to speak good or bad to 

Jacob.”  There is no small irony in Laban’s question to Jacob: 

“Why have you deceived me . . .” (31:26,27).  The great deceiver 

has been outdone!  He was also angry that Jacob had stolen his 

household idols, a fact that Jacob denied (because he did not know 

that his wife Rachel had done so).  The ultimate irony of this whole 

story comes when Laban goes searching for the idols, only to be 

deceived by his own daughter, who is sitting on top of them as she 

lies about being in her menstrual cycle.  What a daddy’s daughter!  

“Now Rachel had taken the household idols and put them in the 

camel’s saddle, and she sat on them. And Laban felt through all 

the tent but did not find them. She said to her father, “Let not my 

lord be angry that I cannot rise before you, for the manner of 

women is upon me.” So he searched but did not find the 

household idols” (31:34,35). 

Jacob argued heatedly with Laban over the fact that he had served 

him for 20 years and been taken advantage of all along the way.  

They finally reached an agreement to separate from one another, 

formalizing their intention with a covenant ceremony (31:43-55).  

Laban departs for his homeland, and Jacob his.   

Jacob prepares to meet Esau; wrestles with God: 32:1-32 

As Jacob prepared to reengage with his estranged brother, Esau, he  

3/8/15                   51 

When Rebekah sent Jacob away to find a wife, she “thought” that 
he would be back in a short while:  “Now therefore, my son, obey 
my voice, and arise, flee to Haran, to my brother Laban! Stay with 
him a few daysa few daysa few daysa few days, until your brother’s fury subsides, until your 
brother’s anger against you subsides and he forgets what you did 
to him. Then I will send and get you from there. Why should I be 
bereaved of you both in one day?” (27:43-45).  When we take 
matters into our own hands, and think we can control what the 
outcome will be (apart from seeking God’s will) we set ourselves 
up for great disappointment.  The Bible leaves no record of the 
death of Rebekah; but it appears that she never did see her 
favorite son again.  Rebekah tried to make life work in her own 
strength.  She seems not to have relied upon God for His plans, 
provisions and protection. 
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feared greatly Esau’s anger.  Twenty years have passed; but he 

assumed Esau was still bent on killing him in revenge for taking 

away his birthright and blessing.  He began to strategize how to 

meet Esau and still have an escape plan, in case of conflict.  Not 

only did he divide up his family into groups so that some might 

escape if others were attacked, he also sent ahead (in waves) a 

massive goodwill offering in the form of livestock and other 

goods.  He was hoping to soften the heart of his brother. 

He also prayed and asked for God’s favor, based on His promises. 

Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father 

Isaac, O Lord, who said to me, ‘Return to your country and to 

your relatives, and I will prosper you,’ I am unworthy of all the 

lovingkindness and of all the faithfulness which You have shown 

to Your servant; for with my staff only I crossed this Jordan, and 

now I have become two companies. Deliver me, I pray, from the 

hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, that 

he will come and attack me and the mothers with the children. 

For You said, ‘I will surely prosper you and make your 

descendants as the sand of the sea, which is too great to be 

numbered’” (32:9-12). 

That night, Jacob had the most significant encounter with God in 

his entire life.  He literally wrestled with God (32:24-32). 

 Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until 

daybreak. When he saw that he had not prevailed against him, he 

touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob’s thigh 

was dislocated while he wrestled with him.  Then he said, “Let 

me go, for the dawn is breaking.” But he said, “I will not let you 

go unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your 

name?” And he said, “Jacob.”  He said, “Your name shall no 

longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God and 

with men and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him and said, 

“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask 

my name?” And he blessed him there. So Jacob named the place 

Peniel, for he said, “I have seen God face to face, yet my life has 

been preserved” (32:24-30).  

Jacob’s life has been one long struggle to obtain the blessing of 

God.  He has struggled with God and man from birth until this day.  

His new name, “Israel,” means: “He who strives with God.”  “This 

is the picture of a man who was brought to God kicking and 

screaming.  As a result, Jacob was transformed from being a  
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schemer to a triumphant receiver of God’s blessing.”  (Moody 

Bible Commentary, p.94).   For the people of Israel who were 

preparing to enter the Promised Land (and for us today), the 

message is quite clear: Victory comes as we rest in humble 

dependence upon God; not as we strive to obtain the victory in our 

own strength.   

Jacob meets Esau: 33:1-20 

After all of his worrying and strategizing, Jacob’s feared encounter 

with Esau turned out to be a non-event.  Esau seemed to be “over 

it” and was friendly toward his brother.  He even questioned why 

all of the droves of “stuff” had been sent ahead as a gift.  The 

brothers separated peacefully and Jacob moved on to settle in the 

city of Shechem, at the very center of the land of Canaan. 

The rape of Dinah and revenge of Jacob’s sons: 34:1-31 

Upon arriving in Shechem, the young prince of the land (named 

Shechem) saw Dinah, the daughter of Jacob and wanted her for 

himself.  He first violated her sexually and then asked for her hand 

in marriage.  The sons of Jacob, Dinah’s brothers, were incensed at 

Shechem.  While they “played along” as if they would give their 

sister to Shechem as a wife, they were actually planning a mass 

murder of the entire village.  (The pattern of deception continues 

unabated.)  They tricked men of Shechem into a peace plan by 

asking them to take on the rite of circumcision in order to become 

“their brothers.”  There is a sad irony here in that the method of the 

deception was the use of the sacred sign of the covenant 

relationship with God – circumcision.  On the third day, when all 

the men of Shechem were in pain, Simeon and Levi came upon the 

town and killed every male.  Then, they looted the city. 

3/8/15                   53 

schemer to a triumphant receiver of God’s blessing.”  (Moody 

Bible Commentary, p.94).   For the people of Israel who were 

preparing to enter the Promised Land (and for us today), the 

message is quite clear: Victory comes as we rest in humble 

dependence upon God; not as we strive to obtain the victory in our 

own strength.   

Jacob meets Esau: 33:1-20 

After all of his worrying and strategizing, Jacob’s feared encounter 

with Esau turned out to be a non-event.  Esau seemed to be “over 

it” and was friendly toward his brother.  He even questioned why 

all of the droves of “stuff” had been sent ahead as a gift.  The 

brothers separated peacefully and Jacob moved on to settle in the 

city of Shechem, at the very center of the land of Canaan. 

The rape of Dinah and revenge of Jacob’s sons: 34:1-31 

Upon arriving in Shechem, the young prince of the land (named 

Shechem) saw Dinah, the daughter of Jacob and wanted her for 

himself.  He first violated her sexually and then asked for her hand 

in marriage.  The sons of Jacob, Dinah’s brothers, were incensed at 

Shechem.  While they “played along” as if they would give their 

sister to Shechem as a wife, they were actually planning a mass 

murder of the entire village.  (The pattern of deception continues 

unabated.)  They tricked men of Shechem into a peace plan by 

asking them to take on the rite of circumcision in order to become 

“their brothers.”  There is a sad irony here in that the method of the 

deception was the use of the sacred sign of the covenant 

relationship with God – circumcision.  On the third day, when all 

the men of Shechem were in pain, Simeon and Levi came upon the 

town and killed every male.  Then, they looted the city. 

3/8/15                   53 

Roughly 1,000 years after Jacob, Isaiah the prophet will sound the 
message of dependence upon God to the nation Israel, as they try 
to hammer out a strategy to escape from their overpowering 
oppressors:  “For thus the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, has 
said, ‘In repentance and rest you will be saved, in quietness and 
trust is your strength.’  But you were not willing, and you said, ‘No, 
for we will flee on horses.’  Therefore you shall flee!  ‘And we will 
ride on swift horses.’  Therefore those who pursue you shall be 
swift” (Isaiah 30:15,16).  The unyielding lie of the devil to 
humanity, from the tree in the Garden forward, is that we can 
handle life apart from God.  Thus, there really are only two types of 
people in the world: Those who say to God, “THY will be done,” and 
those to whom God says, “thy will be done.” 
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“Jacob’s sons came upon the slain and looted the city, because 

they had defiled their sister. They took their flocks and their 

herds and their donkeys, and that which was in the city and that 

which was in the field; and they captured and looted all their 

wealth and all their little ones and their wives, even all that was 

in the houses” (34:27-29). 

The point of the narrative seems to be to show how the 

descendants of Abraham, instead of becoming “a great blessing” to 

the nations, had become a terror to the inhabitants of the land.  

Jacob makes this point to his sons: 

Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought trouble 

on me by making me odious among the inhabitants of the land, 

among the Canaanites and the Perizzites; and my men being few 

in number, they will gather together against me and attack me 

and I will be destroyed, I and my household” (34:30). 

A little side note from the next chapter reinforces this idea: 

“As they journeyed, there was a great terror upon the cities 

which were around them, and they did not pursue the sons of 

Jacob” (35:5). 

Jacob returns to Bethel: 35:1-15 

Bethel is the most significant location in the life of Jacob, for this 

was the place that God appeared to him when he fled from Esau at 

the beginning of the narrative.  This was also the place where he 

made his conditional vow to God, saying in essence: If You bring 

me back here safely, You will be my God (see 28:20-22).  Now, 

God calls Jacob to return to this spot.  This is God’s call for Jacob 

to fully affirm his own faith. 

Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and live there, 

and make an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you 

fled from your brother Esau.” So Jacob said to his household 

and to all who were with him, “Put away the foreign gods which 

are among you, and purify yourselves and change your 

garments; and let us arise and go up to Bethel, and I will make 

an altar there to God, who answered me in the day of my distress 

and has been with me wherever I have gone.” So they gave to 

Jacob all the foreign gods which they had and the rings which 

were in their ears, and Jacob hid them under the oak which was 

near Shechem (35:1-4). 

It is sad to learn that, even at this point in his journey, Jacob had to 

admonish his household to “put away the foreign gods among  
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you.” Jacob then buried these idols under an oak tree. We would 

have hoped that the practice of idolatry would have been put away 

from the life of the great heir to the Abrahamic promises; but this 

is not the case.  Even Jacob’s wife, Rachel, was carrying idols 

from her father’s house.  Nevertheless, the promises conveyed by 

God to Abraham and Isaac are now repeated to Jacob: 

“I am God Almighty; be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a 

company of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come 

forth from you. The land which I gave to Abraham and Isaac, I 

will give it to you, and I will give the land to your descendants 

after you.” 
God reaffirms that Jacob’s name has been changed to “Israel” (he 

who strives with God).  In turn, Jacob names that place “Bethel,” 

meaning “house of God.” 

Birth of Benjamin; death of Rachel: 35:16-21 

As Jacob was journeying with his clan toward Bethlehem, his wife 

Rachel gave birth to her 2
nd
 son, bringing the total number of the 

sons of Jacob to 12 (the 12 tribes of Israel).  Rachel died giving 

birth to the son she named “Ben-oni,” meaning “son of my 

sorrow.”  In time, Jacob renamed this special son “Ben-jamin” 

meaning “son of my right hand.”  As the story will unfold, these 

two sons of Rachel became Jacob’s favorites undoubtedly because 

they were sons of his favorite wife. 

The twelve sons of Jacob and the death of Isaac: 35:23-29 

If the reader has lost track of all the sons of Jacob, they are relisted 

here for the sake of clarity.  After all, these 12 sons are those who 

form the 12 tribes of Israel, the carriers of the promises made to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  It is somewhat surprising to find the 

death of Isaac noted here, for he has been so far in the background 

of the narrative that the reader could easily have assumed he died 

long ago.  The death of Rebekah, Isaac’s wife, is not found in 

Scripture.  We are left to assume she has already passed away.  

The point is that, from a narrative standpoint, it is very clear that 

the story of Jacob and his 12 sons is much more important than the 

much shorter story of Jacob’s father, Isaac.   

There is one very odd verse at the end of the Jacob narrative, 

concerning the immoral actions of the firstborn son, Reuben.   

“It came about while Israel was dwelling in that land, that 

Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine, and 

Israel heard of it” (35:22). 
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This shows once again the degradation of faith, now in the 4
th
 

generation from Abraham.  Concerning Reuben’s audacious act of 

sinning against his father, I quote here the excellent comments 

from Matthew Henry’s Commentary: 

“A piece of abominable wickedness it was that he was guilty of that 
very sin which the apostle says (1Corinthians 5:1) is not so much as 
named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife.  It 
is said to have been when Israel dwelt in that land; as if he were then 
absent from his family, which might be the unhappy occasion of these 
disorders. Though perhaps Bilhah was the greater criminal, and it is 
probable was abandoned by Jacob for it, yet Reuben’s crime was so 
provoking that, for it, he lost his birthright and blessing (Genesis 
49:4).  The first-born is not always the best, nor the most promising. 
This was Reuben’s sin, but it was Jacob’s affliction; and what a sore 
affliction it was is intimated in a short phrase: “and Israel heard it.” No 
more is said – that is enough; he heard it with the utmost grief and 
shame, horror and displeasure. Reuben thought to conceal it, that his 
father should never hear of it; but those that promise themselves 
secrecy in sin are generally disappointed; a bird of the air carries the 
voice.” 

The descendants of Esau: 36:1-43 

The entire 36
th
 chapter of Genesis is given to the descendants of 

Esau, who populated the territory of Edom, south of the land that 

Jacob’s descendants occupied (Israel).  The Edomites figured 

significantly in Israel’s long history as a nation.  The O.T. 

prophetic book of Obadiah is specifically addressed to the 

Edomites.  The “sons of Seir are also enumerated in ch.36.  These 

were not descendants of Esau, but they were dwelling in the land 

of Edom and may have intermarried with Esau’s descendants. 
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The story of Jacob has presented to us TWO sons through whom 
the divine blessing might legitimately be carried forward: Judah 
(son of Leah; her first 3 sons having forfeited the divine right 
through shameful acts of disobedience) and Joseph (firstborn of 
Rachel).  While Joseph will surely become the major character in 
the upcoming narrative, it is rather surprising to find that it is the 
son of Leah who becomes the one through whom the ultimate 
blessing of God comes to the world.  It was through the line of 
Judah that the Christ was born!  Oh how unpredictable are the 
ways of God.  The greatest blessing of all came to the world 
through the woman who thought that she was unloved . . . 
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GOD WITH US 

                    Part 1: The Great Blessing                                 

Genesis – Deuteronomy 

 

Message 5 – Joseph: The Rejected Brother  

Becomes the Deliverer 

Genesis 37-50  

Introduction 

The final segment of Genesis centers on the Joseph narrative.  

Joseph, the rejected brother, becomes the savior of the family (and 

of the whole world).  Joseph is, thus, one of the great types of 

Christ in the Old Testament.  Another key idea in this final 

segment centers on Judah, the 4
th
 born son of Jacob and Leah.  

Special attention is given to the life and words of Judah. Jacob, in 

his final hours, pronounced a unique blessing over him.  Judah 

would be the son through whom the Messiah would come to the 

world.  From the author’s perspective, Moses (writer of the 

Pentateuch) was showing the Exodus generation how they ended 

up in Egypt in the first place. Their long enslavement and 

deliverance was part of the plans and purposes of God, in 

fulfillment of the promises made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The 

family of Jacob became the nation of “Israel” in the womb of 

Egypt.  

Joseph sold into Egypt: 37:1-36 

Joseph was the first of two sons born to Jacob and Rachel, the 

younger sister of Leah.  Benjamin was her second born son.  

Joseph became the favored son of Jacob and was hated by his 

brothers.     

“Joseph, when seventeen years of age, was pasturing the flock 

with his brothers while he was still a youth, along with the sons 

of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives.  Joseph 

brought back a bad report about them to their father.  

Joseph, only 17 years old, seems to have been very ‘principled,’ 

feeling the need to ‘tell on’ his older brothers.  This introduces the 

spirit of animosity that existed between the brothers.  In addition, 

there was the issue of Jacob’s favoritism toward Joseph. 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was  
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deliverance was part of the plans and purposes of God, in 

fulfillment of the promises made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The 

family of Jacob became the nation of “Israel” in the womb of 

Egypt.  

Joseph sold into Egypt: 37:1-36 

Joseph was the first of two sons born to Jacob and Rachel, the 

younger sister of Leah.  Benjamin was her second born son.  

Joseph became the favored son of Jacob and was hated by his 

brothers.     

“Joseph, when seventeen years of age, was pasturing the flock 

with his brothers while he was still a youth, along with the sons 

of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives.  Joseph 

brought back a bad report about them to their father.  

Joseph, only 17 years old, seems to have been very ‘principled,’ 

feeling the need to ‘tell on’ his older brothers.  This introduces the 

spirit of animosity that existed between the brothers.  In addition, 

there was the issue of Jacob’s favoritism toward Joseph. 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was  
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the son of his old age; and he made him a varicolored tunic.  His 

brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his 

brothers; and so they hated him and could not speak to him on 

friendly terms” (37:2-4). 

There was added animosity in the family due to Joseph’s 

seemingly egotistical dreams, which mysteriously pointed to his 

preeminence in the family: bundles of wheat bowing down to his 

bundle (37:7); and the sun, moon and 11 stars bowing down to 

him.  The first dream depicted Joseph’s preeminence among his 

brothers, while the second extended this to include his parents 

bowing to his supremacy. 

The tension came to a head when Joseph was sent by his father to 

check into the welfare of his brothers, who were pasturing the 

flocks.  The brothers formed a plot to kill Joseph; but Reuben, the 

oldest, intervened and had them throw Joseph into a pit, hoping to 

save him and return him to their father (37:21,22).  Judah then 

suggested that Joseph be sold to a group of Ishmaelite traders who 

were passing by, heading to Egypt on business.  They sold Joseph 

to the traders for 20 shekels of silver.  (Rejection, betrayal and 

abandonment are themes running throughout Joseph’s life story, 

beginning here.) Special emphasis is given to Reuben’s grief when 

he returned to the pit to find that Joseph was gone (37:29,30).  

Reuben later expressed remorse over their plot, in the hearing of 

Joseph (see 42:22).  The brothers covered Joseph’s robe with 

animal blood, delivering it to their father, Jacob.  Thus, the sons of 

Jacob deceived their father into believing that Joseph had died.  

The hand of God was upon Joseph in Egypt, however.  He was 

sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh’s security forces and 

prospered greatly in that place. 

Judah has children through Tamar: 38:1-30 

The strange story of Judah and Tamar shows not only the 

deterioration of faith in the line of promise; but also how the line 

of Judah was preserved from extinction by the actions of his 

shunned daughter-in-law.  Tamar was married to Judah’s firstborn  
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son, Er.  The Lord took Er’s life because he was “evil in the sight 

of the Lord” (38:7), leaving Tamar a widow.   In case of the early 

death of a husband, it was the duty of a brother to raise up children 

for the deceased.  The line of Judah depended on this happening, 

and the duty fell to Judah’s second born son, Onan.  He refused to 

perform his duty, not wanting to raise children that were not his 

own.  Like his brother, he was “displeasing in the sight of the 

Lord,” and the Lord took his life also (38:9,10).  Judah had but one 

remaining son, Shelah, whom he promised to give to Tamar as a 

husband, after the boy had grown up. Actually, he was lying to her, 

being unwilling to give him to Tamar fearing that he, like his 

brothers, might die.  Judah wrongly assumed that it was something 

evil in Tamar that was causing the death of his sons.  Tamar spent 

many long years in widow’s clothing, waiting for Judah to fulfill 

his promise to give her Shelah as her husband.  Eventually it 

became clear to Tamar that Judah was never going to fulfill his 

pledge to her.  Thus, a plot formed in her head to preserve the 

family line through her father-in-law.  She posed as a prostitute, 

tricked Judah into having sex with her, and conceived twins by 

him!  Three months later, when Judah was informed that Tamar 

was pregnant, he indignantly said that she should be burned for 

“playing the harlot” (i.e., having sex outside of marriage – 

precisely the sin of Judah!).  Tamar, however, brought forth proof 

that she was pregnant by Judah.  This led to Judah’s confession: 

“She is more righteous than I, inasmuch as I did not give her to 
my son Shelah” (38:26).  Tamar gave birth to twin boys, Perez 

and Zerah. 

Note the sinful actions of Judah and his sons: 

- Judah married a Canaanite woman (prohibited by patriarchs). 

- Er, Judah’s first born, was evil in God’s sight. 

- Onan, the second son, was also evil in God’s sight. 

- Judah lied to Tamar concerning a future marriage to Shelah. 

- Judah went in to what he thought was a prostitute (Tamar). 

- Judah hypocritically condemned Tamar for playing the harlot. 

- Judah admitted that Tamar was more righteous that him. 

This story shows how the line of Judah was preserved (which was 

critical since it would be Judah through whom the Messiah would 

come, as prophesied in Jacob’s final blessing – 49:10).  Messiah 

eventually came through Perez , the second born twin of Judah by 

Tamar (see Matthew 1:3). 
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Joseph sent to prison: 39:1-23 

Joseph was hugely successful working in Potiphar’s house.  The 

reason for his success: “The Lord was with Joseph, so he became 

a successful man” (39:2).  Potiphar’s wife, however, had interests 

in Joseph that went beyond business!  Joseph resisted her sexual 

advances; but she kept persisting day after day.  Finally, he fled the 

house; but she grabbed his cloak on the way out. She accused him 

of sexual harassment.  Potiphar believed his wife and had Joseph 

thrown into prison.  Again, betrayal, rejection and abandonment 

were part of Joseph’s experience.  Following God does not mean 

that life will be easy! 

This injustice, however, did not stop God’s blessing on Joseph:   

“But the Lord was with Joseph and extended kindness to him, 

and gave him favor in the sight of the chief jailer.  The chief 

jailer committed to Joseph’s charge all the prisoners who were in 

the jail; so that whatever was done there, he was responsible for 

it.  The chief jailer did not supervise anything under Joseph’s 

charge because the Lord was with him; and whatever he did, the 

Lord made to prosper” (39:21-23). 

It is clear that no matter what situation Joseph found himself in, 

God was with him. 

Joseph interprets dreams in prison: 40:1-23 

In this chapter and the next, Joseph is the first “wise man” of 

Israel, in whom “the Spirit of God dwells.”  Like Daniel a  
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Joseph’s actions with regard to Potiphar’s wife illustrate a key 
principle. The New Testament says: “Flee immorality” (1Cor. 6:18).  
Immorality is one sin we are told to run away from, because its pull 
is often too strong to stand against.  If you are in a situation where 
there is temptation to immorality, consider imitating Joseph.  Run 
from it.  Create clear boundaries.  If you stay too close to the 
temptation of immorality for too long, you will likely fall. 

God works in unexpected ways.  Who would have guessed that the 
privilege of carrying on the Messianic line would be granted to 
Tamar?  God uses courageous, faithful women who seem 
insignificant to men.  Judah appears in this chapter as a man of 
little faith (and even less obedience).  Yet, he will be given the 
greatest blessing of all the brothers – his would be the line of 
Messiah.   There is no sin that is a match for the grace of God! 
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millennium later, Joseph has God-given insight into the affairs of 

men and nations.  In prison, Joseph interpreted dreams for 

Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker, who were confined for offending 

Pharaoh.  After interpreting the cupbearer’s dream, Joseph 

specifically asked him to bring up his case to Pharaoh after his 

release: 

“Only keep me in mind when it goes well with you, and please do 

me a kindness by mentioning me to Pharaoh and get me out of 

this house.  For I was in fact kidnapped from the land of the 

Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing that they should 

have put me into the dungeon” (40:14,15). 

Three days later, Pharaoh restored the cupbearer to his position, 

but executed the baker, precisely according to Joseph’s 

interpretations.  Sadly, the cupbearer forgot about Joseph and 

failed to speak favorably to Pharaoh about him.  Joseph was stuck 

in prison for two more long years, yet another instance of being 

forgotten and abandoned. 

“Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot 

him” (40:23). 

Joseph exalted to be Pharaoh’s second in command: 41:1-57 

“Two full years later . . .” Pharaoh had a dream which none of the 

wise men in Egypt could interpret.  Suddenly, the cupbearer 

remembered Joseph and brought him to Pharaoh’s attention.  

Joseph was brought from prison and, with God’s help, interpreted 

Pharaoh’s dreams. 

“Behold, seven years of great abundance are coming in all the 

land of Egypt; and after them seven years of famine will come, 

and all the abundance will be forgotten in the land of Egypt, and 

the famine will ravage the land. So the abundance will be  
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“Two full years later . . .”  God’s timing in our lives is almost always 
impossible to understand.  It usually seems He is not moving fast 
enough, that there is unnecessary delay.  Yet, God is doing things, 
both in our own lives and in the world around us, that require the 
delay.  The cupbearer remembered Joseph at just the right time … 
when Pharaoh desperately needed an answer to his dreams.  
Once out of prison, Joseph’s rise to power was meteoric.  If you 
find yourself sitting in the prison house of waiting . . . keep your 
eyes on God.  He will have His way with you, in His time.  
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unknown in the land because of that subsequent famine; for it 

will be very severe.  Now as for the repeating of the dream to 

Pharaoh twice, it means that the matter is determined by God, 

and God will quickly bring it about” (41:29-32). 

Joseph urged Pharaoh to take quick action to prepare for these 

events.  In turn, Pharaoh decided to appoint Joseph as second in 

command over all of Egypt, in order to help the country properly 

prepare for the famine. 

“Since God has informed you of all this, there is no one so 

discerning and wise as you are. You shall be over my house, and 

according to your command all my people shall do homage; only 

in the throne I will be greater than you.”  Pharaoh said to 

Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt” (39-41). 

Joseph spent the next seven years stockpiling the abundance of 

crops in Egypt. 

“Now Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh, 

king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of 

Pharaoh and went through all the land of Egypt.  During the 

seven years of plenty the land brought forth abundantly.  So he 

gathered all the food of these seven years which occurred in the 

land of Egypt and placed the food in the cities; he placed in every 

city the food from its own surrounding fields. Thus Joseph stored 

up grain in great abundance like the sand of the sea, until he 

stopped measuring it, for it was beyond measure” (41:46-49). 

Two sons were born to Joseph and his wife, Asenath.  The names 

given to the sons indicate how Joseph was processing the pain of 

his past. 

Joseph named the firstborn Manasseh, “For,” he said, “God has 

made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s household.” 

He named the second Ephraim, “For,” he said, “God has made 

me fruitful in the land of my affliction.” 
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One of the key principles of Emotionally Healthy Spirituality is that 
we often need to “go b back in order to go forward.”  We tend to 
minimize or deny the impact of the past upon the present.  By 
doing so, however, we allow the pains of the past to continue to 
sabotage the way we live and love.  Deep healing comes when we 
recognize the full impact of past wounds and bring these into the 
light of God’s love for healing. 
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As for his role in the world – Joseph became something of a 

“savior” for the whole earth.   

“The people of all the earth came to Egypt to buy grain from 

Joseph, because the famine was severe in all the earth” (41:57). 

Joseph’s brothers come to buy grain: 42:1-38 

The 10 older brothers of Joseph were sent by their father Jacob 

down into Egypt to find food, for the famine had also overtaken 

the land of Canaan.   

When Joseph saw his brothers he recognized them, but he 

disguised himself to them and spoke to them harshly. And he said 

to them, “Where have you come from?” And they said, “From 

the land of Canaan, to buy food” (42:7). 

Joseph concealed his identity from his brothers.  Interpreters take 

different views as to Joseph’s precise motives behind his actions 

(which are not made clear in the text).  It is unlikely that he was 

seeking revenge.  It may be that he was testing the sincerity of his 

brothers and carefully measuring the level of their repentance for 

having sold him into Egypt some 10-12 years earlier.  (See the 

Moody Bible Commentary as an example of this view.)  Or, it may 

be that he was carefully scheming how to get his younger brother 

Benjamin to come to him in Egypt.  The latter is my view of the 

narrative: Joseph was carefully trying to recapture that part of his 

past that he wanted (his beloved younger brother, son of his 

mother, Rachel) while removing the painful parts of his past that 

he did not want to deal with (the other 10 brothers).  He accused 

them all of being spies and threw them into prison for three days in 

order to fully develop his scheme. 

“You are spies; by this you will be tested: by the life of Pharaoh, 

you shall not go from this place unless your youngest brother 

comes here!  Send one of you that he may get your brother, while 

you remain confined, that your words may be tested, whether 

there is truth in you. But if not, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you 

are spies.”  So he put them all together in prison for three days” 

(42:14-17). 

Joseph then sent 9 brothers away, to fetch their younger brother, 

keeping only Simeon hostage in prison, so that they would be 

forced to return with Benjamin.  Joseph did not keep the oldest, 

Reuben, because in listening to their exchange he learned for the  
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there is truth in you. But if not, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you 

are spies.”  So he put them all together in prison for three days” 

(42:14-17). 

Joseph then sent 9 brothers away, to fetch their younger brother, 

keeping only Simeon hostage in prison, so that they would be 

forced to return with Benjamin.  Joseph did not keep the oldest, 

Reuben, because in listening to their exchange he learned for the  
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first time that Reuben had tried to save his life on the day he was 

thrown into the pit (which caused Joseph to weep greatly). 

When the 9 brothers returned to Jacob and told him what had 

happened, and of the need to take Benjamin down into Egypt, 

Jacob despaired, refusing to allow them to take Benjamin away. 

Their father Jacob said to them, “You have bereaved me of my 

children: Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and you 

would take Benjamin; all these things are against me . . . My son 

shall not go down with you; for his brother is dead, and he alone 

is left.  If harm should befall him on the journey you are taking, 

then you will bring my gray hair down to Sheol in sorrow” 

(42:36,38). 

The brothers return to Egypt with Benjamin: 43:1-34 

The continuation of the long famine forced Jacob to reconsider 

sending his sons, including Benjamin, back into Egypt.  They 

departed, carrying some specialty gifts from Jacob: 

“ . . . a little balm and a little honey, aromatic gum and myrrh, 

pistachio nuts and almonds” (43:11). 

Once in Egypt, Joseph called the brothers to a special meal at his 

house, causing them to fear that they were in big trouble!  Joseph 

was immediately overcome with deep emotion upon seeing his 

younger brother Benjamin. 

Joseph hurried out for he was deeply stirred over his brother, 

and he sought a place to weep; and he entered his chamber and 

wept there. Then he washed his face and came out; and he 

controlled himself and said, “Serve the meal” (43:30,31). 

Seated for the meal, the brothers were stunned that somehow this 

stranger had seated them around the table precisely according to 

their birth order.  Perhaps they thought the man, Joseph, had 

supernatural powers?  They were still clueless as to his true 

identity.   

Joseph’s attempt to take Benjamin from the brothers: 44:1-34 

Joseph once again sent the 11 brothers back to Canaan, making 

sure that his own silver cup was hidden in Benjamin’s sack.  

Joseph’s servant was then instructed to overtake the brothers and 

bring them all back.  Joseph’s strategy was to take Benjamin from 

them (for “stealing” his silver cup) and dismiss the others to return 

to Canaan.   Joseph only wanted Benjamin, not reconciliation with  
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his entire family.  The brothers pled with Joseph, recounting the 

entire story about their father, Jacob, and his deep grief over the 

loss of Joseph (!) and now the potential loss of Benjamin.  All of 

this was more than Joseph could handle.  The deep emotions he 

had been stuffing for years finally got the best of him and his grief 

spilled forth. 

Joseph reveals his identity: 45:1-28 

In one of the most dramatic scenes in the entire Bible, Joseph 

finally revealed his identity to his brothers. 

Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood 

by him, and he cried out, “Have everyone go out from me.” So 

there was no man with him when Joseph made himself known to 

his brothers. He wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and 

the household of Pharaoh heard of it. Then Joseph said to his 

brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his 

brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his 

presence (45:1-3) 

 Joseph immediately showed that he saw God’s bigger plan behind 

the many difficult events and years of his life: 

“God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant in the 

earth, and to keep you alive by a great deliverance. Now, 

therefore, it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has 

made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his household and 

ruler over all the land of Egypt” (45:7,8). 

Joseph sent his brothers away with an invitation for the entire 

family to move into Egypt to be with him, knowing that another 5 

years of famine were still ahead.  The brothers returned to Canaan 

and told Jacob of the stunning turn of events. 

They told him, saying, “Joseph is still alive, and indeed he is 

ruler over all the land of Egypt.” But he was stunned, for he did 

not believe them.  When they told him all the words of Joseph 

that he had spoken to them, and when he saw the wagons that 

Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of their father Jacob  
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Another principle of Emotionally Healthy Spirituality is that we 
must “feel before we can deal.”  We need to feel the full force of 
our emotional pain, stemming from past hurts, before we can truly 
deal with them.  Denying or minimizing our pain will get us 
nowhere.  We must grieve the impact of our losses before we can 
truly forgive and heal. 
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revived.  Then Israel said, “It is enough; my son Joseph is still 

alive. I will go and see him before I die” (45:26-28). 

Jacob (“Israel”) moves to Egypt: 46:1-34 

Moses was writing to the Exodus generation of Israelites.  This 

entire story of Joseph helped them to understand how Israel ended 

up in Egypt in the first place.  It was part of the plan of God.  This 

became all the more clear as Jacob set out for Egypt with his 

family. God affirmed to him the promises made to Abraham and 

Isaac: 

So Israel set out with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, 

and offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. God spoke 

to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he 

said, “Here I am.”  He said, “I am God, the God of your father; 

do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you a great 

nation there.  I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also 

surely bring you up again; and Joseph will close your eyes” 

(46:1-4). 

Recall the words God spoke to Abraham at an earlier point in the 

Genesis narrative: 

God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will 

be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be 

enslaved and oppressed four hundred years” (15:13). 

The plan of God was moving forward, right on schedule.  Egypt 

would be the place where the house of Jacob became, over several 

centuries, the nation of Israel.  The Exodus generation must have 

received great encouragement from this larger story.  Their trials in 

Egypt, and their ultimate deliverance through the Passover and 

Exodus, were all part of God’s plan for them and for the world. 

A detailed list is given of the 70 persons who went down into 

Egypt with Jacob, the patriarch.  It is probably no coincidence that 

there were 70 nations listed in the table of nations back in Genesis 

10.  There, the 70 nations represented the descendants of Adam 

who sought to build their own kingdom reaching up to heaven 

(Genesis 11).  Here, the 70 persons going into Egypt represent the 

descendants of Abraham, whom God would use to build His 

kingdom on earth.   

The narrative resumes as Jacob arrives in Egypt . . . and Joseph 

falls on his father’s neck.  He wept “for a long time” (46:29).  So 

many emotions of grief and loss had been buried down inside for  
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so long.  Now, deep emotions were finally spilling out of Joseph, 

bringing healing to his soul.  

Israel settles in Goshen; Joseph’s rule prospers: 47:1-31 

Emphasis is given to the fact that Jacob twice “blessed” Pharaoh 

(47:7-10).  The promise to Abraham was being fulfilled: “I will 

bless those who bless you” (Genesis 12:3).  Yet, even in the midst 

of his blessing, Jacob sadly summarized his own life: 

Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are one 

hundred and thirty; few and unpleasant have been the years of 

my life, nor have they attained the years that my fathers lived 

during the days of their sojourning” (47:9). 

Jacob and his family settled in the land of Goshen, in Egypt, where 

they prospered as shepherds. 

“Now Israel lived in the land of Egypt, in Goshen, and they 

acquired property in it and were fruitful and became very 

numerous.  Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years; so 

the length of Jacob’s life was one hundred and forty-seven 

years” (47:27,28). 

Much space is given to the description of Joseph’s success as 

second in command over all of Egypt (47:13-26).  People 

everywhere came to him, bartering all of their land in exchange for 

grain.  There is irony here.  The young man who was sold into 

Egypt as a slave for 20 shekels of silver ends up buying all of 

Egypt back through his God-given wisdom and skill!   

“So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, for every 

Egyptian sold his field, because the famine was severe upon 

them. Thus the land became Pharaoh’s” (47:20). 

As Jacob neared death, he made Joseph promise that his burial 

would take place in the land of Canaan, not in Egypt.  Jacob had 

finally embraced the promise concerning Israel having its own 

great land in the future.    
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Abraham, the man of faith, died “at a ripe old age, and satisfied 
with life” (25:8).  Jacob, the life-long schemer, lived a much shorter 
and more pain-filled life.  While they both experienced God’s 
faithfulness in the continuation of the covenant, Abraham 
experienced more enjoyment of the covenant relationship with 
God, because of his obedience.  The hymn writer said it well: 
“Trust AND obey, for there’s no other way, to be happy in Jesus, 
but to trust AND obey.” 
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Jacob’s blessing over Joseph’s two son: 48:1-22 

Joseph brought his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, to Jacob for 

a blessing.  In surprising manner, Jacob crossed him arms so that 

his right hand rested on Ephraim, the younger, while his left hand 

rested on Manasseh, the firstborn.  Then, he pronounced the 

blessing on the two sons of Joseph. 

“The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, 

the God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, the 

angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and may 

my name live on in them, and the names of my fathers Abraham 

and Isaac; and may they grow into a multitude in the midst of the 

earth” (48:15,16). 

Joseph protested this action of crossing the hands; but Jacob 

insisted that it be so, explaining that the younger son would 

become a greater people group than the older.  Thus, Ephraim was 

given preeminence over his older brother Manasseh. 

Jacob’s final prophecies over his 12 sons: 49:1-33 

All of chapter 49 details the specific words of prophecy/blessing 

that Jacob (Israel) pronounced over his sons just prior to his death.  

Most significantly, the first 3 sons of Leah - Reuben, Simeon and 

Levi - were all stripped of the normal blessings associated with 

birth order because of serious sins against the family.  (1Chronicles 

5:1,2 explains that Reuben’s firstborn rights were transferred to the 

two sons of Joseph.)  Judah, the fourth son of Leah, was given the 

great fatherly blessing.  This is the first indication that the Messiah 

would ultimately come through the line of Judah.   

“The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff 

from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the 

obedience of the nations” (Genesis 49:10). 

As might be expected, Joseph also received a very special blessing 

from Jacob, because of the significant role God had allowed him to 

play in the preservation of the entire family.     

The death and burial of Jacob: 50:1-14 

Joseph made sure that his father received a proper burial back in 

the land of Canaan.  With him went a huge contingent from Egypt, 

including all of Pharaoh’s leaders. 

“So Joseph went up to bury his father, and with him went up all 

the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his household and all the  
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elders of the land of Egypt, and all the household of Joseph and 

his brothers and his father’s household; they left only their little 

ones and their flocks and their herds in the land of 

Goshen.  There also went up with him both chariots and 

horsemen; and it was a very great company” (50:7-9). 

Joseph’s brothers protect themselves against revenge: 50:15-21 

Joseph’s brothers feared he might take revenge on them after their 

father’s death, so they lied, saying that their father had instructed 

Joseph to forgive them for his sake. When Joseph received their 

fabricated message, he wept yet again (v.17). Perhaps he was sad 

that they did not believe in his heart of forgiveness.  Or, perhaps 

the memory of all the painful events swept over him again.  Maybe 

he was grieved at the thought (though false) that his father had to 

plead for his forgiveness of the brothers just before his death. In 

any case, through his tears Joseph was able to see the bigger plan 

of God in the difficult events of his life.   

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 

good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many 

people alive” (50:20). 

The death of Joseph: 50:22-26 

Genesis ends with the death of Joseph, and his instructions for his 

bones to someday be taken back to Canaan.  Moses has 

accomplished his purpose for writing Genesis.  He has shown 

Israel their roots in the plans and providence of God.  He has 

shown them how they ended up in Egypt, according to God’s 

sovereign plan.  Finally, he has made it very clear that their future 

is in the land of Promise, to which they were headed as he wrote. 
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Joseph was one of the most righteous people in the Bible; yet, his 
life was extremely difficult.  There are no “formulas” with God (do A 
and you get B).  Joseph was a good man, yet: His father played 
favorites with him. His brothers hated him and sold him as a slave.  
Potiphar’s wife falsely accused him. The cupbearer forgot about 
him. He languished two additional “full years” in prison. Yet, 
Joseph was able to rise above all of the evil that had been inflicted 
upon him to see God’s grander purpose: “You meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for good” (50:20). We will forever remain 
bitter about the pain of our past until the day we can, with Joseph, 
rise above the clouds of human failure and see God’s hand at 
work.  If there is any “formula” with God, it can only be this:  
God will use our story for His glory and for “the saving of many 
lives” . . . IF we allow Him to.  
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GOD WITH US 

                    Part 1: The Great Blessing                                 

Genesis – Deuteronomy 

 

Message 6 – Moses: The Exodus of Israel from Egypt 

Exodus 1-18 

Introduction 

The book of Exodus, volume 2 of the Pentateuch, develops the 

story that Genesis began.  Exodus shows the outworking of the 

nation aspect of the 4-part covenant God made with Abraham: A 

great nation, a great land, a great name, and a great blessing 

(Genesis 12:1-3).  Over the 430-year stay in Egypt, the family of 

Jacob became the nation of Israel.  With His mighty hand, God 

will bring His chosen nation out from within another nation and He 

will enter into a unique covenant relationship with them.  He will 

give them His laws and make His dwelling among them.   

Yet, God’s greater purpose in forming this one nation was to make 

them a great blessing to all nations.  The key to understanding 

Exodus, then, is found in the words God spoke to Israel at Mt. 

Sinai, in the preamble to the commandments:   

“You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I 

bore you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself.  Now 

then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, 

then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for 

all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests 

and a holy nation” (19:4-6).  

By means of living under God’s laws and exhibiting His character 

to the world, Israel was to become a “kingdom of priests and a 

holy nation.”  All nations on earth would have access to the living 

God through the witness of the people of Israel. 

From a theological perspective, Exodus greatly advances our 

understanding of God – His nature and His purposes.  Direct 

encounters with God reveal much about His character (chs.3, 6, 33, 

34).  He reveals to Moses His special name; Yahweh.  His 

attributes of justice, truthfulness, mercy, faithfulness, and holiness 

are highlighted.  For the first time, we receive a detailed 

description of His laws, by which Israel was to live and thus 

represent God to the world.  The foundation of biblical ethics and 

morality is laid out for us.  We also have here an introduction into 

the nature of true worship, as God gives to Israel detailed    
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instructions for the tabernacle in which He will dwell.  Man is 

taught not just how to build God’s house; but more importantly, 

the proper ways to approach this holy God.  Sinful man can only 

come to God through an act of substitute sacrifice.  Finally, the 

biblical theme, God With Us, comes into clear view at the end of 

Exodus, as God’s presence descends into the camp of Israel so that 

He can make His dwelling among men. 

The oppression of Israel in Egypt: 1:1-22 

Exodus opens by briefly recounting the 70 descendants of Jacob 

who came down into Egypt at the end of Genesis (Exodus 1:1-6).  

Clearly, Exodus is “chapter 2” of the story that began in Genesis.  

Israel has grown into a vast nation during 350+ years of captivity 

in Egypt: 

“But the sons of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly, and 

multiplied, and became exceedingly mighty, so that the land was 

filled with them” (1:7). 

The key information in Exodus 1 is that a new Pharaoh arose over 

Egypt who was fearful, rather than favorable, toward the growing 

number of Israelites.  His policy was to oppress and enslave them, 

rather than to bless them as the earlier Pharaoh had done (Genesis 

47-50).  Not only did this new Pharaoh inflict the Israelites with 

bitter labor (1:14), he also sought to stem the tide of Israel’s rapid 

numerical growth by killing their newborn sons (1:15-22).  Yet, 

God gave the Hebrew midwives the courage to disobey the royal 

edict and spare the newborn boys.  In turn, God blessed the 

midwives for their obedience. 

 

The early life of Moses: 2:1-10 

At birth, Moses was one of the Hebrew infants that Pharaoh sought 

to destroy; but he was saved due to the courage and wisdom of his 

mother and sister, and the motherly compassion of Pharaoh’s 

daughter.  Ironically, the future deliverer of Israel and archrival of 

Pharaoh ended up being raised in the house of Pharaoh’s daughter! 
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When confronted with the choice to obey man or God, the apostles 
said: “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).  Similarly, 
the midwives lied to Pharaoh, yet they are praised and rewarded 
for obeying God.  “Their reverence for life reflected a reverence for 
God.”  Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 2:306. 

When confronted with the choice to obey man or God, the apostles 
said: “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).  Similarly, 
the midwives lied to Pharaoh, yet they are praised and rewarded 
for obeying God.  “Their reverence for life reflected a reverence for 
God.”  Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 2:306. 



Moses’ first attempt to deliver Israel: 2:11-25 

The story jumps forward to narrate how Moses the adult tried 

unsuccessfully to become a savior for his people.  From the N.T. 

book of Acts we learn that Moses was 40 years old when these 

events occurred (Acts 7:23).  One day, he struck down an Egyptian 

who was mistreating a fellow Hebrew.  The next day, he attempted 

to mediate between two Hebrews who were having a dispute.  To 

his dismay, these attempts to fight for his people were rejected. 

“Who made you a prince or a judge over us” (2:14)? 

In fear of Pharaoh, Moses fled Egypt and settled in the land of 

Midian, where he would spend the next 40 years as a shepherd.  

The priest of Midian, Reuel (later, “Jethro”), gave Moses his 

daughter Zipporah as a wife.  In time, a son was born to Moses.  

He named the son “Gershom” which means “stranger there.”  

Moses felt like a stranger dwelling in a strange land.  Meanwhile, 

the Israelites in Egypt began to cry out to God for deliverance from 

their ongoing bondage.  The ending of Exodus 2 is significant: 

“So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His 

covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  And God saw the 

sons of Israel, and God took notice of them” (2:24,25). 

God heard – God remembered – God saw – God took notice.  The 

promises to the patriarchs are still in effect.  Soon, God will move 

on behalf of Israel in order to fulfill His word.    
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Brave women of faith play a key role in Exodus.  Without these 
women trusting God and taking huge risks, it is unlikely (humanly 
speaking) that the story would have played out as it did.  Some of 
the greatest women in the Bible had to give up their babies “by 
faith” in God: Moses’ mother, Jochebed – Samuel’s mother, 
Hannah – Jesus’ mother, Mary.  In each case, a great deliverer 
emerged because these women gave their children back to God 
for His purposes.  

God’s timing in our lives is notoriously difficult to comprehend.  
Sometimes we think we are ready to be used.  Then, God takes us 
to the backside of the desert for 40 years.  Interestingly - Moses 
thought he was wasting away on the backside of nowhere.  
Actually, he was in God’s school of leadership.  Little did he know 
that he would be leading God’s sheep in this same area for the 
final 40 years of his life.   
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God’s call and Moses’ objections: 3:1-4:17 

It is significant that the call of God came to Moses at Mt. Sinai, 

where he was pasturing Jethro’s flocks.  This will be the same 

place where God enters into a covenant relationship with the nation 

Israel, after He has drawn them forth from Egyptian bondage.  

God’s call on Moses was immediately tied to the Abrahamic 

covenant: 

“Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for 

the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said 

also, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he 

was afraid to look at God (3:5,6). 

God announced His intention to 1) deliver Israel from Egypt and 2) 

take them to the great land promised to Abraham.  Moses 

immediately balked when God said that He was sending him to 

Pharaoh to call for the release of Israel from Egypt.  Moses raised 

several objections to God’s call on his life. 

- Objection #1: Who am I? 

“Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring 

the sons of Israel out of Egypt” (3:11). 

God responded that it did not matter who Moses was; rather, what 

mattered was that God would be with him and would bring the 

nation back to this very mountain to worship (3:12). 

- Objection #2: Who are YOU? 

God gave to Moses His covenant name by which He would 

primarily be known to Israel forever. 

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you 

shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God, 

furthermore, said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of 

Israel, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This 

is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all 

generations” (3:14,15). 

The verb “I AM” in Hebrew looks like this in English: YHWH.  

The original Hebrew did not have vowels, only consonants.  Much 

later in history, Jewish scribes created a text of the Old Testament 

with vowels indicators inserted between the consonants in order to  
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preserve the proper pronunciation of Hebrew words.  Orthodox 

Jews refrained from speaking the sacred name of God at all in fear 

of violating the 4
th
 commandment, which forbids “taking the 

Lord’s name in vain” (Exodus 20:7).  Thus, whenever they came 

to the sacred name YHWH in the text of Scripture, they would 

speak another name for God, “Adonai,” which means “My 

gracious Master.”  It is most important to note that the name 

“YHWH” was given by God with this explanation: “This is My 

name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations.”   

With the divine name in hand, Moses was commanded to go back 

to Egypt, gather the Jewish elders and announce to them God’s 

intention to deliver them.  God also made it clear to Moses that 

Pharaoh would not let the Israelites depart without a fight. 

“But I know that the king of Egypt will not permit you to go, 

except under compulsion. So I will stretch out My hand and 

strike Egypt with all My miracles which I shall do in the midst of 

it; and after that he will let you go” (3:19,20). 

- Objection #3: What if no one believes that You have 

appeared to me? 

God gave to Moses certain miracles that he could perform in order 

to convince Israel to follow his leadership.  Most significant is the 

staff of Moses, an implement that would become central to all of 

the amazing miracles that Moses and Aaron would perform. 

The Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” And he said, 

“A staff.” Then He said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw 

it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. 

But the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand and grasp it 

by its tail” - so he stretched out his hand and caught it, and it 

became a staff in his hand - “that they may believe that the Lord, 

the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you” (4:2-5). 

Note in the narrative that “a staff” (v.2) becomes “the staff of 

God” (v.20).  God took what Moses had – a shepherd’s staff – and 

turned it into an instrument of divine power and purpose. 
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Jesus incurred the wrath of the religious establishment when He 
used the sacred name of God, Yahweh (I AM), to refer to Himself.  
Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was 
born, I AM.” Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but 
Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple (Jn.8:58,59).  He left 
no doubt as to His claim to be God. 
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Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple (Jn.8:58,59).  He left 
no doubt as to His claim to be God. 



- Objection #4: I am not an eloquent speaker. 

Moses continued to resist God’s call by insisting that he had 

always been slow of speech and slow of tongue.  Interestingly, the 

New Testament states that earlier in life Moses was “a man of 

power in words and deeds” (Acts 7:22).  It appears, therefore, that 

Moses was trying to find a way out of God’s challenging call on 

his life.  God insisted that He would take care of Moses’ speech 

deficiencies.   

The Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who 

makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the 

Lord?  Now then go, and I, even I, will be with your mouth, and 

teach you what you are to say” (4:11,12). 

- Objection #5: Send someone else! 

But he said, “Please, Lord, now send the message by whomever 

You will.”  Then the anger of the Lord burned against Moses . . . 

(4:13,14). 

Moses simply does not want to go!  In response, God says that He 

will appoint Aaron, Moses’ brother, as his “mouthpiece.”  

Together they will represent God’s voice to the elders of Israel and 

to the Pharaoh of Egypt.  Aaron was a good fit to be Moses’ 

spokesman, as he knew well the culture and the people of Israel, 

while Moses had been separated from his people for 80 years. 

Moses returns to Egypt: 4:18-31 

Moses first told his father-in-law, Jethro, that he was going back to 

Egypt in order to see how things were going with his brethren.  

There is no indication at this point that Moses told Jethro the 

bigger story of God’s call on his life.  Moses took his wife and 

sons and headed off for Egypt.  On the way, God met Moses at a 

lodging spot and “sought to kill him!” 

Now it came about at the lodging place on the way that the Lord 

met him and sought to put him to death. Then Zipporah took a  
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So often, we feel unfit to serve God’s purposes.  I have this 
weakness, this fear, this doubt, this history, or this sin.  Isaiah, 
when called by God, said: “I am a man of unclean lips!”  God used 
him to be His mouthpiece.  Peter, when called by Jesus, said: 
“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man!”  Jesus turned him into a 
fisher of men.  Moses said: “I can’t do this!”  God said: “I will do it . 
. . through you.”  Don’t ever think that YOU are the measure of 
what God can do.  The timeless truth is: “Our little becomes much 
when we place it in the Master’s hands.”    
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flint and cut off her son’s foreskin and threw it at Moses’ feet, 

and she said, “You are indeed a bridegroom of blood to me.”  So 

He let him alone. At that time she said, “You are a bridegroom of 

blood” – because of the circumcision (4:24-26). 

It appears that Zipporah, Moses’ wife, had objected to the 

circumcision of one of their sons.  Moses must have conceded to 

her wishes and failed to follow through with this critical “sign of 

the covenant” between Yahweh and the descendants of Abraham 

(see Genesis 17:9-14).  He was putting his wife’s desires above 

God’s instructions.  When Zipporah angrily circumcised the boy, 

the Lord’s hand of discipline was lifted from Moses.  Yet, it is 

clear that a rift over spiritual matters was brewing in the marriage.   

The final preparatory scene shows Aaron coming to Moses at Mt. 

Sinai.  Moses explained to his brother the call of God on their 

lives.  They then proceeded to Egypt where they called together the 

elders of Israel: 

“Then Moses and Aaron went and assembled all the elders of the 

sons of Israel; and Aaron spoke all the words which the Lord 

had spoken to Moses. He then performed the signs in the sight of 

the people.  So the people believed; and when they heard that the 

Lord was concerned about the sons of Israel and that He had 

seen their affliction, then they bowed low and worshiped”(29-31). 

The first appearance before Pharaoh: 5:1-23 

Moses and Aaron made 2 preliminary appearances before Pharaoh, 

before the string of plague-appearances began.  In both cases, God 

was giving Pharaoh a chance to respond by letting Israel go, 

according to His command.  Moses and Aaron’s first address to 

Pharaoh was met with a stern rebuff.  In fact, Pharaoh responded 

by increasing the burden on the Hebrew workforce.  In turn, the 

Hebrews blamed Moses and Aaron for only making matters worse. 

They said to them, “May the Lord look upon you and judge you, 

for you have made us odious in Pharaoh’s sight and in the sight 

of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to kill us” (5:21).   
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Confused, Moses complained to the Lord about the situation: 

Then Moses returned to the Lord and said, “O Lord, why have 

You brought harm to this people?  Why did You ever send me?  

Ever since I cam to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has done 

harm to this people; and You have not delivered Your people at 

all” (5:22,23). 

God’s intentions restated to Moses: 6:1-30 

God strongly reaffirmed His intention to bring Israel out of Egypt 

“with a mighty hand.”  Twice here He refers to the promises made 

to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (6:3,8).  Moses went again to the 

elders of Israel, but they would not listen to him “because of their 

despondency and cruel bondage” (6:9).  At this point, God gave to 

a very reluctant Moses a firm “charge” to go: 

“Then the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, and gave them a 

charge to the sons of Israel and to Pharaoh king of Egypt to 

bring the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt” 6:13). 

There is no turning back from this point forward.  Regardless of 

what Moses and Aaron experience or feel, the Lord will bring 

Israel out and He will use the brothers to do it.  Chapter 6 

concludes with the genealogies of Moses and Aaron. 

The second appearance before Pharaoh: 7:1-13 

At God’s command, Moses and Aaron went before Pharaoh a 

second time, demanding the release of the Israelites.  There was no 

plague associated with this appearance; instead, an attesting 

miracle.  Age markers are given for both Moses and Aaron.  

“Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three when they 

spoke to Pharaoh” (7:7). 

These age markers were not given simply to inform the reader how 

old Moses and Aaron were; rather, they signal the formal onset of 

the great mission to which the two men have been called by God.  

In modern terms we might say: Game on! 

Moses’ attesting miracle – his staff becoming a snake – was 

duplicated by the magicians of Egypt.   Thus, Pharaoh was  
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unwilling to listen to their demand to let Israel go.   

About “the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart” by God: It is clear 

throughout the Exodus narrative that God was, in some punitive 

way, hardening the heart of Pharaoh so that he would not listen to 

Moses and Aaron.  For example: 

“You shall speak to Pharaoh that he let the sons of Israel go out 

of his land.  But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart that I may 

multiply My signs and My wonders in the land of Egypt.  When 

Pharaoh will not listen to you, then I will lay My hand on Egypt, 

and bring out My hosts, My people the sons of Israel, from the 

land of Egypt by great judgments.  And the Egyptians shall know 

that I am the Lord, when I stretch out My hand on Egypt and 

bring out the sons of Israel from their midst” (7:2-5). 

Two observations to help us understand God’s ways with Pharaoh: 

1) In Pharaoh’s case, God did not take a “soft” heart and make it 

“hard.”  God took a hardened heart and confirmed it in its 

hardness.  God Himself attributes to Pharaoh the flaw of a stubborn 

heart: “Pharaoh’s heart is stubborn; he refuses to let the people 

go” (7:14).  Thus, we should see God’s action as a judicial 

hardening in response to Pharaoh hardening his own heart.   

2) The wider purpose of God should not be missed.  Because of 

Pharaoh’s stubborn, unrepentant heart, God used a mighty hand to 

bring Israel out of Egyptian bondage.  Thus, “the Egyptians shall 

know that I am the Lord” (7:5).  God’s ultimate goal was to use 

Israel to bring a witness of Himself to all nations.  The manner of 

the Exodus was, in fact, a direct assault on the pantheon of 

Egyptian “gods,” as we will discuss below.  Yahweh’s purpose 

was merciful.  He was inviting all of Egypt to behold the one true 

God.  Pharaoh’s hardened heart was a means to a greater end. 

The Ten Plagues: 7:14-12:32 

Plague 1 – The Nile turned to blood: 7:14-25 

Apis and Isis were revered as god and goddess of the great Nile, 

which formed the lifeblood of Egypt’s economy.  Khnum was 

thought to be the guardian of the Nile.  Turning the Nile to blood 

would have shut down the entire economy of Egypt, thus 

challenging the power of these gods to sustain and protect Egypt.  

The magicians of Egypt were again able to replicate this miracle to 

some degree, giving Pharaoh another excuse to dismiss Moses, 

Aaron and their “God.” 
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Plague 2 – Frogs: 8:1-15 

Heket was the frog-headed goddess of fertility and childbirth.  

Egyptians believed that she blew the breath of life into the bodies 

that her husband, the god Khnum, made from the dust of the earth.  

Frogs were not to be killed in Egypt because they were sacred.  

When the frogs died, at Moses’ command, they were piled up in 

foul smelling heaps throughout the land.   

Plague 3 – Gnats: 8:16-19 

Set (or Seth) was revered as god of storms and the desert.  Here, 

the dust of the desert is turned into a terrible plague of gnats 

(perhaps lice) that covered both man and beast.  This plague 

marked a turning point in the sequence, for the magicians of Egypt 

were no longer able to duplicate the miracle in any way.  Even they 

saw the hand of God in this plague: 

Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” 

But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, 

as the Lord had said (8:19). 

Plague 4 – Flies: 8:20-32 

The Egyptian gods Re and Uatchit were both depicted as flies.  

Great swarms of flies invaded Egypt, making life unbearable.  God 

made a separation between His people and the Egyptians, so that 

the swarms of flies did not go into the land of Goshen. Note also 

the wording as to Pharaoh hardening his own heart: “But Pharaoh 

hardened his heart this time also, and he did not let the people go” 

(8:32).   

Plague 5 – Death of livestock: 9:1-7 

The Egyptian gods Hathor and Apis were both depicted as cattle. 

Again, God protected His people from the plague.  Pharaoh even 

sent a delegation to find out if the Israelites were suffering along 

with the Egyptians (9:7). 

Plague 6 – Boils: 9:8-12  

Sekhmet, Sunu and Isis were revered as gods of health and disease.  

Both the Egyptian gods and their representatives were unable to 

stand before this plague. 

“The magicians could not stand before Moses because of the 

boils, for the boils were on the magicians as well as on all the 

Egyptians” (9:11). 
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A warning to Pharaoh before the final plagues: 9:13-21 

The first 6 plagues were heavy.  The remaining plagues, on the 

other hand, would be fatal.  Thus, Moses was sent to Pharaoh with 

a special warning from God, prior to the final plagues: 

Thus says the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, “Let My people go, 

that they may serve Me.  For this time I will send all My plagues 

on you and your servants and your people, so that you may know 

that there is no one like Me in all the earth. For if by now I had 

put forth My hand and struck you and your people with 

pestilence, you would then have been cut off from the earth.  But, 

indeed, for this reason I have allowed you to remain, in order to 

show you My power and in order to proclaim My name through 

all the earth.  Still you exalt yourself against My people by not 

letting them go” (9:13-17). 

As an act of grace, God instructed Pharaoh to shelter his remaining 

crops and cattle before the next plague.  Some of Pharaoh’s 

servants feared the word of the Lord and sheltered their servants 

and cattle; some did not. 

“Behold, about this time tomorrow, I will send a very heavy hail, 

such as has not been seen in Egypt from the day it was founded 

until now. Now therefore send, bring your livestock and whatever 

you have in the field to safety. Every man and beast that is found 

in the field and is not brought home, when the hail comes down 

on them, will die” (9:18,19). 

Plague 7 – Hailstorm: 9:22-35 

Nut was the sky goddess, Osiris the crop god, and Set the storm 

god.  Once again, the land of Goshen, where the Israelites lived, 

was untouched by the hailstorm.  This time, it appeared that 

Pharaoh would repent of his stubborn heart: 

Then Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “I 

have sinned this time; the Lord is the righteous one, and I and 

my people are the wicked ones. Make supplication to the Lord, 

for there has been enough of God’s thunder and hail; and I will 

let you go, and you shall stay no longer” (9:27,28). 

Yet, once the plague ceased, he hardened his heart again.  Note the 

wording and the emphasis on Pharaoh’s own culpability for his 

spiritual condition: 

“But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the 

thunder had ceased, he sinned again and hardened his heart, he  
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and his servants. Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not 

let the sons of Israel go, just as the Lord had spoken through 

Moses” (9:34,35). 

Plague 8 – Locusts: 10:1-20 

Prior to the plague of locusts, Pharaoh’s servants pled with him to 

let Israel go.  Yet, he refused even their advice.  Once again, the 

gods Nut, Set and Osiris were all found to be ineffective protectors 

over Egypt in the locust plague. 

Plague 9 – Darkness: 10:21-29 

Re, the sun god, and Set his protector, were both defeated in the 

plague of 3 days of total darkness.  Although there was darkness 

over all of Egypt, there was light in the homes of the Israelites. 

Plague 10 – Death of every firstborn/Passover: 11:1-12:32 

Isis was revered as the protector of children; but none of the 

Egyptian gods or goddesses could stand against Yahweh’s final 

judgment:  

“For I will go through the land of Egypt on that night, and will 

strike down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and 

beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments 

– I am the Lord” (12:12). 

Unlike the other plagues, God warned even the Israelites that they 

would be impacted by this judgment, unless they exercised faith in 

God’s word.  Each family was to take an unblemished lamb and 

sacrifice it, putting the blood on the top and sides of the doorway 

of their home.  The angel of death would pass through Egypt at 

midnight, striking every firstborn of man and beast, except in those 

homes where the blood of the lamb covered the doorway.  The 

angel of death would “pass over” those homes.  Along with the 

meal of lamb, the Israelites were to prepare unleavened bread (the 

bread of haste - 12:11) symbolizing the fact that they were dressed 

and ready to move quickly on the night of Passover. 

Much of chapter 12 (vv.1-28) is devoted to God’s instructions to 

memorialize the Passover for all coming generations.  The 7-day 

“Feast of Unleavened Bread,” culminating in the celebration of the 

“Passover” became one of the major annual feasts in the religious 

life of Israel.  It was during the Passover festival that Jesus 

celebrated His last supper with the disciples, and went to the cross 

to offer Himself as the substitute sacrifice for the sins of the world.          

(See additional notes on Passover at end of this section.) 
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The Exodus: 12:33-41 

After 430 years of captivity in Egypt, Israel came forth on 

Passover night.  This is the defining moment in the entire Old 

Testament history.  The promises to Abraham are now beginning 

to be fulfilled.  The number of men in this newly forming nation 

was 600,000, making it likely that the total number of Israelites 

was around 2 million.  Repeated emphasis is given on the fact that 

this was a night to remember forever. 

“And at the end of four hundred and thirty years, to the very day, 

all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt. It is a 

night to be observed for the Lord for having brought them out 

from the land of Egypt; this night is for the Lord, to be observed 

by all the sons of Israel throughout their generations” 

(12:41,42). 

Consecration of the firstborn: 13:1-16 

Since God had spared the firstborn of the Israelites, they now 

belonged to Him.  Thus, God instructed that when they came into 

the land of Canaan, they were to sacrifice to Him the firstborn 

male of every animal, while “redeeming” (with an offering) the 

firstborn of every human.     

The Lord leads Israel toward the Red Sea: 13:17-14:12 

“The Lord was going before them in a pillar of cloud by day to 

lead them on the way, and in a pillar of fire by night to give them 

light, that they might travel by day and by night. He did not take 

away the pillar of cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, 

from before the people” (13:21,22). 

The route of the Exodus is fascinating.  God could have led the 

Israelites straight east across the caravan routes leading directly to 

Canaan.  Instead, He led them on a southern route until they were 

up against the Red Sea at Migdol.  God’s plan was to bring one 

final judgment upon Pharaoh for his hardness of heart.  He also 

intended to give Israel one more amazing reason to trust Him in the 

journey ahead. 
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The New Testament teaches that “Christ our Passover has been 
sacrificed for us” (1Cor. 5:7).  It is the blood of the Lamb of God, 
applied to the guilty sinner’s heart, that causes the judgment of 
God to “pass over.”  Thus, “there is no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). 
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“Thus I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will chase after 

them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, 

and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord” (14:4). 

 

 

Israel passes through the Red Sea: 14:13-31 

Pharaoh’s army had the Israelites trapped up against the Red Sea.  

Or so they thought.  When Moses lifted the staff of God, the Red 

Sea parted and Israel “passed through on dry ground.”  When 

Pharaoh sent his army in pursuit, however, they were destroyed as 

God brought the waters down upon them.  As a result, the Israelites 

had a new attitude toward both God and Moses: 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the 

Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 

When Israel saw the great power which the Lord had used 

against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord, and they 

believed in the Lord and in His servant Moses” (14:30,31). 
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Sometimes, God leads us “the hard way” so that He can show up 
in our lives in ways that are unusually BIG!  His power becomes 
most visible at our points of weakness (2Corinthians 12:9). 
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The Song of Moses: 15:1-21 

Here we encounter one of the earliest “psalms” (songs) in the Bible 

– the one that Israel sang once they had crossed the Red Sea safely.  

It is a salvation song focusing on the unique character of Yahweh 

and how He powerfully acted to protect His people from the strong 

enemy.  Miriam, Moses’ sister (here called a “prophetess”) led the 

women in song. 

Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the Lord, 

and said, “I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted; the 

horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea.  The Lord is my 

strength and song, and He has become my salvation; this is my 

God, and I will praise Him; my father’s God, and I will extol 

Him.  The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is His name” (15:1-3). 

Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took the timbrel in her 

hand, and all the women went out after her with timbrels and 

with dancing.  Miriam answered them, “Sing to the Lord, for He 

is highly exalted; the horse and his rider He has hurled into the 

sea” (15:20-21). 

Migration of Israel to Mt. Sinai: 15:22-18:27 

After exiting Egypt, God began to move Israel toward Mt. Sinai 

where He would enter into a formal covenant relationship with 

them.  While the events of these two months were transitional, they 

provide the first “hints” that Israel’s journey toward the Promised 

Land will be much longer and more difficult than expected.  Three 

major themes emerge from this section. 

- Israel’s persistent grumbling. 

Even during the first 2 months after the Exodus, the people of 

Israel began to reveal a consistently stubborn and ungrateful heart.  

Note how often they grumbled against God: 

When they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of 

Marah, for they were bitter; therefore it was named Marah. So 

the people grumbled at Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” 

(15:23,24). 
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Sadly, Moses’ wife Zipporah missed out on the greatest ministry 
partnership with her husband, and one of the greatest events in all 
of biblical history because of her unwillingness to submit to God’s 
decree.  She had been sent away after their earlier conflict over 
circumcision (4:24f).  She reappeared in Exodus 18:2-6 when her 
father brought her to Moses with their 2 sons.   
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Then they set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the sons 

of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim 

and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their 

departure from the land of Egypt.  The whole congregation of the 

sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the 

wilderness. The sons of Israel said to them, “Would that we had 

died by the Lord’s hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 

pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for you have brought 

us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with 

hunger” (16:1-3). 

Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel journeyed by 

stages from the wilderness of Sin, according to the command of 

the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, and there was no water for 

the people to drink.  Therefore the people quarreled with Moses 

and said, “Give us water that we may drink.” And Moses said to 

them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 

But the people thirsted there for water; and they grumbled 

against Moses and said, “Why, now, have you brought us up 

from Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with 

thirst” (17:1-3)? 

The people of Israel, through their constant grumbling, set into 

motion a pattern of displeasing God that would ultimately lead to 

His judgment against them.  They would finally be consigned to 

wandering in the wilderness for 40 years, until they all died in the 

desert because of their lack of trust in the character of God (see 

Numbers 14:22,23 where God refers to “ten times” that the 

Israelites rebelled against Him by refusing to listen to His voice).  

- God’s consistent provision. 

In spite of Israel’s constant grumbling, God continued to faithfully 

provide for His people.  Most significantly, there is the daily 

provision of bread (manna) from heaven.   

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from 

heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day’s 

portion every day, that I may test them, whether or not they will 

walk in My instruction. On the sixth day, when they prepare what 

they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily” 

(16:4,5). 

The house of Israel named it manna, and it was like coriander 

seed, white, and its taste was like wafers with honey. Then Moses 

said, “This is what the Lord has commanded, ‘Let an omerful of  
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it be kept throughout your generations, that they may see the 

bread that I fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you out of 

the land of Egypt.’”  Moses said to Aaron, “Take a jar and put 

an omerful of manna in it, and place it before the Lord to be kept 

throughout your generations.”  As the Lord commanded Moses, 

so Aaron placed it before the Testimony, to be kept.  The sons of 

Israel ate the manna forty years, until they came to an inhabited 

land; they ate the manna until they came to the border of the 

land of Canaan” (16:31-35). 

Note the last line and the mention of the “forty years.”  This is an 

editorial comment that allows the reader to step out of the 

immediate narrative and see the bigger story.  The actual judgment 

of the forty years of wandering will not come until Numbers 

14:22,23.  Yet, we see now how these immediate events tie in to 

the bigger story. 

   

- Moses’ struggles/God’s strength. 

We begin to see in these interim events just how difficult it was for 

Moses to shepherd the people of God.  He struggled with their 

stubborn hearts and, at times, grew weary of the weight of his 

leadership responsibilities.   

So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “What shall I do to this 

people? A little more and they will stone me” (17:4). 

In Israel’s first battle as a nation, everything depended upon Moses 

holding up the staff over the battlefield as they fought.  Yet, his 

arms grew heavy: 

“So it came about when Moses held his hand up, that Israel 

prevailed, and when he let his hand down, Amalek prevailed. But 

Moses’ hands were heavy. Then they took a stone and put it 

under him, and he sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his 

hands, one on one side and one on the other. Thus his hands 

were steady until the sun set.  So Joshua overwhelmed Amalek 

and his people with the edge of the sword” (17:11-13). 
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Jesus likened Himself to the heaven-sent manna.   JJJJesus then said 
to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given 
you the bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the 
true bread out of heaven. For the bread of God is that which 
comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world.”    Then they 
said to Him, “Lord, always give us this bread.     Jesus said to them, 
“I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and 
he who believes in Me will never thirst” (John 6:32-35). 
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As he sat daily to mediate the disputes among the people, he nearly 

wore himself out.  It was the advice of Jethro, his father-in-law, 

that helped him to spread the burden to 70 other faithful men. 

Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he was doing for the people, he 

said, “What is this thing that you are doing for the people? Why 

do you alone sit as judge and all the people stand about you from 

morning until evening?” Moses said to his father-in-law, 

“Because the people come to me to inquire of God. When they 

have a dispute, it comes to me, and I judge between a man and 

his neighbor and make known the statutes of God and His laws.” 

Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “The thing that you are doing 

is not good. You will surely wear out, both yourself and these 

people who are with you, for the task is too heavy for you; you 

cannot do it alone” (18:13-18). 

Once again, these events are more than just events; they are clues 

as to what will happen in the larger story.  Moses’ endless struggle 

to shepherd this stubborn flock will, in one crisis moment, cause 

him to lose patience, take his eyes off of God, and disobey God 

(Numbers 20:2-13). Even Moses, the great man of God, will be 

consigned to death in the desert because of an act of rebellion 

against God.  Yet, this early part of the narrative suggests that 

Moses’ fatal sin was tied directly to the burden of shepherding a 

constantly rebellious people. 

Addendum: The Passover 

(Notes adapted from Paul Tanner, my colleague in the Philippines, 1984.) 

The setting for the Passover was the 10
th
 plague upon Egypt, in 

which all the 1
st
 born in the land of Egypt were under a sentence of 

death, including the 1
st
 born in Israel, unless the necessary ritual 

was embraced by faith and performed exactly God instructed.  

Israel, as a nation, was being redeemed . . . delivered from an 

earthly bondage to become the people of God.  The Passover event 

was central to God’s process for their redemption. 
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Self-care is critical when you are called to lead.  The weaknesses 
and the sins of others can wear you down, leading you to sin.  
When we fail to maintain the fire of our own devotion to God, we 
set ourselves up for a fall.  And the fall can happen in a split-
second, without warning.  Moses did not wake up on that fateful 
day thinking: “Today I think I will sin against God.”  No, but in the 
pressure of the moment, his flesh took over . . . and his lifelong 
dream of leading Israel into the Promised Land went up in smoke. 
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The Passover is a picture of our redemption today, as we are 

rescued from bondage to sin and to Satan, and purchased with the 

blood of Christ to be God’s own possession.  The Passover lamb is 

a clear picture of Christ and His suffering for us; the price God 

paid for our redemption. 

The slaying of the lamb (Exodus 12:1-7) 

Each family was to take a lamb and prepare it for the Passover 

meal.  The lamb for the Passover had to be an “unblemished male a 

year old.”  This strict requirement reflected the need for a 

sacrificial substitute that was acceptable to a holy, perfect God.  Of 

course, no animal ever fulfilled the requirement perfectly; God was 

simply anticipating the perfect sacrifice that He would someday 

provide – the sinless Son of God.  As John the Baptist said when 

he saw Jesus: “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world” (John 1:29,36). 

The whole assembly of Israel was to kill the lamb at twilight.  “The 

orthodox piety of Pharisaic Judaism understood the meaning as 

between the time in the afternoon when the heat of the sun lessens 

(3-4p.m.) and sunset” (IVP Commentary, p.106).  Josephus (a 

Jewish historian in the time of Christ) noted that it was the custom 

in his day to offer the lamb at about three o’clock in the afternoon.  

It is no mere coincidence that Jesus was crucified on the occasion 

of Passover.  The New Testament also informs us that His death 

was between the hours of 3-6 in the afternoon. 

Exodus instructs that no bone of the lamb was to be broken.  The 

Roman soldiers did not break the bones of Jesus, as they 

commonly did to hasten the death of the crucified (Jn. 19:33).  The 

fact that the entire congregation of Israel was to participate in the 

sacrificial ritual and meal reflects the fact that all share 

responsibility for the death of the lamb.  Likewise, we all are 

responsible for the death of the Lamb of God, Jesus.  It is my sins 

and yours that put Jesus on the cross.   

The sprinkling of the lamb’s blood on the doorposts was the 

requisite act of faith.  This pictured the price that the lamb paid in 

order to protect that house from the judgment of God and the 

acceptance by that household of God’s gracious provision for their 

salvation.  Similarly, we are responsible to accept by faith the 

sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross for our sins.  In this way, we 

are symbolically sprinkling the blood of Jesus on the door of our 

hearts, asking God to “pass over” our sins. 
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sacrificial ritual and meal reflects the fact that all share 

responsibility for the death of the lamb.  Likewise, we all are 

responsible for the death of the Lamb of God, Jesus.  It is my sins 

and yours that put Jesus on the cross.   

The sprinkling of the lamb’s blood on the doorposts was the 

requisite act of faith.  This pictured the price that the lamb paid in 

order to protect that house from the judgment of God and the 

acceptance by that household of God’s gracious provision for their 

salvation.  Similarly, we are responsible to accept by faith the 

sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross for our sins.  In this way, we 

are symbolically sprinkling the blood of Jesus on the door of our 

hearts, asking God to “pass over” our sins. 
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“You were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold 

from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but 

with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the 

blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:18,19). 

The supper of the lamb (Exodus 12:8-13) 

The Passover meal consisted of three parts:  

1. Eating of the roasted lamb.  The lamb was to be roasted with fire 

before being eaten.  Often in the OT, fire is used to depict divine 

judgment and such is the case here.  The lamb is bearing the 

judgment of God against human sin.   

2. Unleavened bread.  The unleavened bread represented Israel’s 

hasty departure from Egypt.  The New Testament develops the 

thought further by associating “leaven” with sin.  As believers, we 

need to separate from “the old leaven” (old way of life) and align 

ourselves in new ways with “Christ our Passover” lamb. 

“Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of 

dough? Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, 

just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also 

has been sacrificed. Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with 

old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” (1Corinthians 

5:6-8). 

3. Bitter herbs.  The bitter herbs were a reminder of the bitterness 

of Israel’s long bondage in Egypt.  Similarly, as Christians we 

must never lose sight of the bitterness of our former bondage to sin 

. . . and we must never turn back to that old life. 

The dress for the meal also had implications.  They were to eat the 

meal with their loins girded (i.e., their running clothes on), their 

sandals on, and their staff in hand.  In short, they were to be a 

people ready to move swiftly into the life ahead that God has 

prepared for them.  Similarly, Jesus not only invites us to be 

forgiven children; but also devoted followers (disciples) who will 

take up the cross and follow Him anywhere, at any cost. 
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GOD WITH US 

                    Part 1: The Great Blessing                                 

Genesis – Deuteronomy 

 

Message 7 – The Law: God enters into a  

Covenant Relationship with Israel 

Exodus 19-40 

 

Introduction 

The first half of Exodus detailed how God brought Israel out of 

Egypt with His mighty hand.  The second half tells how God 

entered into a formal covenant relationship with Israel as a nation 

and made His presence dwell among them.  God’s plan was to 

make Israel a nation of priests that would represent Him to the rest 

of the world.  This was a specific outworking of the promise made 

to Abraham, that God would make his descendants a great 

blessing to the whole world (Genesis 12:1-3).  By the end of 

Exodus, God will actually come to dwell within the camp of Israel, 

demonstrating the overall them of the Bible: God With Us. 

The Law: 19:1-24:18 

Preparations for receiving God’s Laws: 19:1-25 

In the third month after the sons of Israel had gone out of the 

land of Egypt, on that very day they came into the wilderness of 

Sinai. When they set out from Rephidim, they came to the 

wilderness of Sinai and camped in the wilderness; and there 

Israel camped in front of the mountain.  Moses went up to God, 

and the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you 

shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel: ‘You 

yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore 

you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself. Now then, if 

you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you 

shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the 

earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a 

holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the sons 

of Israel” (19:1-6). 

In the preamble to the Law, God stated His intention to make of 

Israel a kingdom of priests that would represent Him to the entire 

world . . . for all the earth belongs to Yahweh.  He cares for all 
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people, everywhere; but He chose one group of people to reflect 

His concern for the world.  The people agreed to God’s plan:  

All the people answered together and said, “All that the Lord has 

spoken we will do” (19:8). 

Moses then prepared the people for God’s descent upon Mt. Sinai. 

“So it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that 

there were thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon 

the mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so that all the 

people who were in the camp trembled.  And Moses brought the 

people out of the camp to meet God, and they stood at the foot of 

the mountain” (19:16,17). 

God’s glory, in the form of a thick cloud, visibly descended upon 

Mt. Sinai.  Only Moses was allowed to approach God’s presence 

on the mountain.  The people of Israel were not allowed to even go 

near the base of the mountain.  They have not yet been given the 

necessary sacrificial system that will allow them to approach a 

holy God properly.  Moses returned and warned the people to keep 

the prescribed distance from the base of Mt. Sinai. 

The Ten Commandments: 20:1-17 

While the complete Law code that God gave to Israel was more 

extensive, the Ten Commandments formed the foundation. God 

thundered these from the mountaintop to the Israelites, including 

Moses, as they were gathered at the base.  Moses explained that 

Israel needed a healthy fear of God’s majesty and power (20:20).   

The first 4 commandments governed Israel’s relationship with 

Yahweh. Notice the explanatory clauses in the first four 

commandments: “Do this for . . .” (vv.5,7,11).  These 

commandments grow specifically out of the character of Yahweh 

as Israel’s God.  Central to these commandments is the idea that 

Yahweh will not tolerate rivals to His rule over the hearts and 

minds of His people.  He is jealous for their complete, 

unadulterated devotion.  Abandoning idols, revering God’s sacred 

name, and keeping the Sabbath Day holy were the key ways their 

devotion to Yahweh was to be maintained and displayed before the 

world.  

The last 6 commandments governed relationships with one 

another.  It has been observed that these rules were fairly 

commonplace in the ancient world, as found in other similar law 

codes of the ancient Near East (eg. the Code of Hammurabi). 
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These sorts of laws governing human relations are fundamental to 

the preservation of any society in any time period. 

Laws governing servitude: 21:1-11 

Due protection was given both to the servant and the master.  Note 

the procedure for making one a permanent, willing servant of the 

master (a “bond-slave”, 21:5,6).  In the N.T., Paul used the term 

“bond-slave” to describe his willing, lifelong devotion to serve his 

Master, Jesus. 

Laws governing personal injuries: 21:12-36 

Issues such as premeditation (or not) of a crime are introduced 

here. The principle of lex talionis is set forth (21:23,24).  The 

punishment should correspond to the damage inflicted.  Examples 

of situations involving personal liability are given (21:28-36). 

Laws governing property rights: 22:1-15 

It was understood that all property was a gift from God to the 

people, in order to be managed for the benefit of man and for the 

glory of God.  At the same time, ownership of private property was 

a fundamental aspect of God’s plan for Israel, and this came with 

the right to preserve and protect property from abuse by other 

members of the community.  Laws were given concerning just 

recompense in cases of property theft, loss or damage. 

Various other laws: 22:16-23:9 

The laws given to Israel were intended to set them apart from their 

pagan neighbors and to reflect, in some manner, the holiness of 

God and the dignity of humanity.  There are warnings against 

taking advantage of the oppressed (22:21-27).  God’s desire is to 

protect such persons.  Much attention is given to the preservation 

of justice.  Bribery, partiality and false testimony are all forbidden.   
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The Sabbath commandment is connected back to the creation 
account.  Thus, we learn that having 24 hours of “Sabbath” (“rest”) 
per week is a divinely ordained rhythm for all of humanity since 
day 1, not just a Jewish-specific observance.  God gave us this day 
of rest so that we can refill our tanks physically, spiritually, 
emotionally and relationally.  It is also worth noting that the 
Sabbath commandment is the longest of all 10.  This is probably 
due to the fact that God knew humanity would tend to ignore the 
need for rest, thinking that productivity comes through endless 
work.  Rather, our best productivity comes when we observe the 
rhythm of work – rest, and when we reflect upon our dependence 
upon God during our day of rest.  When do you take your Sabbath? 
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Showing kindness to one’s enemy, not just one’s friend (23:4,5), 

brings to mind Jesus’ words to the same effect in the Sermon on 

the Mount (Matthew 5:43-48).  Showing kindness toward strangers 

and foreigners (22:21; 23:9) reflects a keen self-awareness of 

Israel’s own history as aliens in the land of Egypt. 

Laws concerning Sabbath: 23:10-13 

Not only is mankind to observe one day of Sabbath rest each week; 

but also the Israel’s land was to enjoy a Sabbath year once every 

seven years.   

“You shall sow your land for six years and gather in its yield, but 

on the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, so that the 

needy of your people may eat; and whatever they leave the beast 

of the field may eat. You are to do the same with your vineyard 

and your olive grove” (23:10,11). 

When Israel later (586 B.C.) went into Babylonian captivity for 70 

years, God declared that the reason for the duration of the captivity 

was that Israel failed to observe the 7
th
 year Sabbath-rest law for 

the land over a 490 year period. Thus, 70 years of Sabbath-rest for 

the land to make up for Israel’s prolonged disobedience (see 

Jeremiah 29:10, 2Chronicles 36:21 and Leviticus 26:34,35,43). 

Laws concerning 3 national religious feasts: 23:14-19 

More extensive details governing the national feasts are given in 

the book of Leviticus.  Here, brief mention is made of 1) the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread (which includes the Passover), 2) the Feast of 

Pentecost (since it occurred 50 days after Passover; also called the 

Feast of Weeks, or Harvest, and 3) the Feast of Tabernacles (also 

called the Feast of Booths, or Ingathering.  The national feasts 

were intended to call then entire nation together to celebrate their 

devotion to, and dependence upon Yahweh.  These gatherings 

would also serve to renew the people’s commitment to the 

Covenant Yahweh made with them at Mt. Sinai. 

God’s promise to lead Israel into the land of promise: 23:20-33 

The Law portion ends with God’s promise to lead Israel 

victoriously into the promised land, going before them to ‘drive 

out’ the Canaanites.  Yet, the promise that God will fight for 

Israel, is dependent upon Covenant obedience on their part.  They 

must not allow their hearts to be pulled toward other “gods.” 

“You shall make no covenant with them or with their gods. They 

shall not live in your land, because they will make you sin 
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against Me; for if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to 

you” (23:32,33). 

Covenant ratification ceremony: 24:1-18 

Moses, along with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu (Aaron’s two sons) 

and seventy elders were called to go up the mountain.  They had a 

Covenant ratification meal in the presence of God, and they saw 

the glory of God revealed (24:9-11).  Before this, however, an 

important blood-sacrifice ratification ceremony took place.  Moses 

read the words of the Law to the people, after which they promised 

to obey the terms of the Covenant.  Moses then took the blood of a 

sacrificial animal and sprinkled it on the people, saying: 

“Behold, the blood of the covenant which the Lord has made 

with you in accordance with all these words” (24:8). 

This is like the signing moment in a modern contract.  At this very 

point, Israel has formally entered into a covenant relationship with 

Yahweh.  They are now His people, and He their God.  (See 

Hebrews 9:19,20 for the importance of this moment.) 

 

The Tabernacle Plans: 25:1-31:18 

The remaining chapters of Exodus center upon the construction of 

Yahweh’s Tabernacle.  Chapters 25-31 detail the instructions for 

the Tabernacle and priestly attire, while chapters 35-40 detail the 

construction process itself.  Chapters 32-34 include a parenthetical 

account of Israel’s disobedience in the incident of the golden calf, 

and Moses’ intercession on behalf of the nation.  
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When Jesus had His last supper with the disciples, He used words 
very similar to those found in Exodus 24:8 to institute “the New 
Covenant” between God and man: “And He took a cup and gave “And He took a cup and gave “And He took a cup and gave “And He took a cup and gave 
thanks and gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you; for thanks and gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you; for thanks and gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you; for thanks and gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you; for 
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many for the forgiveness of sins’” (Matthew 26:27,28).many for the forgiveness of sins’” (Matthew 26:27,28).many for the forgiveness of sins’” (Matthew 26:27,28).many for the forgiveness of sins’” (Matthew 26:27,28).  As 
believers, today, we live not under the terms of the Old Covenant; 
but the New Covenant.  Like ancient Israel, we have been 
sprinkled with blood; but not the blood of bulls and goats, rather, 
the precious blood of the perfect Lamb of God.   
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It will be King David who, some 400 years later, determines to 

build a “house” (Temple) for Yahweh, to replace this Tabernacle 

(moveable tent), and it will be David’s son, Solomon, who actually 

oversees the construction of that Temple.  Sadly, Solomon will 

also fill the Temple of Yahweh with the idols that his many foreign 

wives were accustomed to worship, bringing tragic judgment upon 

Israel as a nation. 

The furnishings of the Tabernacle give us insight into the way that 

God desired to be approached by His people.  Imagine that you are 

coming to God to worship.  You would enter the Tabernacle from 

the East and arrive immediately at the Altar of Burnt Offerings. 

Altar of Burnt Offerings: This bronze altar was used to offer 

sacrifices to Yahweh (more detail on the specific kinds of offerings 

in Leviticus 1-6).  This is also where the daily offerings for the 

nation were made, as well as the major offerings such as on the 

annual Day of Atonement.  The placement of this Altar makes it 

clear that the way to God must be mediated by sacrifice in order to 

cover the sins of the worshipper.  No one can have access to the 

holy God without a sacrifice for his/her sins. 

The Bronze Basin: This large basin was used only by the priests 

for ceremonial washings, to prepare them to enter the Holy Place.  

While their sins were atoned for at the Altar of Burnt Offerings, 

they still needed special cleansing in order to serve a holy and 

righteous God within the Holy Place. 

Holy Place: Having washed, the priest was allowed to enter into 

the Holy Place.  The layperson could only observe the outer 

curtains of the Holy Place, while the priest went in to represent 

him/her before God.  Inside the Holy Place were 3 pieces of 
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furniture: 1) The Golden Lampstand, with a fire that was never to 

go out, represented the fact that the people of Israel were to be an 

ongoing light to their world, a “kingdom of priests.”  2) The Table 

of Showbread had 12 loaves of bread on it, representing the 12 

tribes of Israel.  This bread was eaten by the priests on the Sabbath 

day.  3) The Altar of Incense, where sweet incense was sprinkled 

by the priest, causing fragrant smoke to fill the Holy Place.   

Veil: A thick curtain separated the Holy Place from the Holy of 

Holies.  When Jesus died, the veil of the Temple was torn from top 

to bottom, signifying that the way into God’s presence was now 

open and fully available to any and all worshippers who would 

come through Christ. 

Holy of Holies: This “Most Holy Place” was where the Ark of the 

covenant was kept, and where the presence of God dwelt.  Only the 

High Priest was allowed to pass through the Veil, once a year on 

the Day of Atonement, to offer a sacrifice of atonement for the 

whole nation.  The sense of God’s ‘separateness’ was reinforced 

by this special room.  

Ark of the Covenant: This chest-like box contained three things: 

a jar of manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets containing 

the commandments.  On the lid of the Ark was the golden “mercy 

seat” with two angelic figures hovering over each end.  On the 

mercy seat, the blood was sprinkled from the sacrifices on the Day 

of Atonement.   

Priestly Garments: Much attention is given to the garments worn 

by Aaron, the High Priest, and his sons; as well as the rites of 

consecration for these sacred garments (chs. 28-29).  While there 

was an entire tribe of priests that served at the Tabernacle (the 

Levites), it was the High Priest who held the honor and duty of 

being the single most important representative of the people to God 

(and, vice versa, of God to the people).  This office was hereditary, 

being assigned to the descendants of Aaron permanently.  

However, disobedience along the way caused the office of High 

Priest to eventually fall into disrepute.  By the time of Jesus, the 

office had become entirely political, conferred by Rome to the 

highest bidder, rather than by God to a true heir.  

As for the High Priest’s garments: It is significant to note that the 

two shoulder pieces each had six names of the tribes of Israel 

inscribed on them, reminding the Priest that he ‘carried’ the people 

before the Lord.  Similarly, the chest piece had twelve stones to 

represent the twelve tribes of Israel.  These were “carried over 
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Aaron’s heart,” reminding the priest that he was to seek God’s 

mediation and direction for the people. 

Interlude: The golden calf incident: 32:1-34:35 

This section is a historical interlude in the midst of God giving the 

Law to Moses on Mt. Sinai.  The people rebelled and it was only 

Moses’ faithful intercession on their behalf that kept God from 

destroying them.  The intimacy of Moses’ personal relationship 

with God stands out here more than anywhere else in the narrative.   

The golden calf: While Moses was on the mountain for 40 days, 

the people in the camp below became agitated.  It is shocking to 

see how quickly Aaron yielded to the voice of the people in 

demanding that he “make a god” to lead them forward.  Aaron 

asked for their gold jewelry and from it fashioned a golden calf. 

“ . . . and they said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, who brought you 

up from the land of Egypt.’ Now when Aaron saw this, he built 

an altar before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and said, 

“Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord.” So the next day they 

rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace 

offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose 

up to play” (32:4-6). 

God, seeing the idolatry below, told Moses to go down to the 

people immediately.  Moses strongly interceded on behalf of the 

people to prevent God from destroying them (32:11-14).  He 

wisely invoked God’s promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob: 

“Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants to whom 

You swore by Yourself, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your 

descendants as the stars of the heavens, and all this land of 

which I have spoken I will give to your descendants, and they 

shall inherit it forever’” (32:13).  

Moses then returned to the camp and confronted the people and, in 

particular, Aaron their leader.  Ironically, Moses shattered the Law 

tablets at the foot of the mountain (32:19).  The Laws of God were 

‘broken’ before they were even fully implemented!   
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To make the hard calls at the difficult crossroads; to stand against 
the swell of popular opinion running in the wrong direction; to say 
“No” when everyone is clamoring for a “Yes;” to urge people to use 
eyes of faith when anxious hearts are longing for things they can 
see and feel . . . . these are the real tests of a leader.  Spiritual 
leadership is not about giving people the golden calves they crave; 
rather, it is about standing in the gap and pointing them to the 
One true God, Who can satisfy the deepest longings of their 
hearts.  Take your orders from God, and lead with courage.  
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Moses pleads for God’s continued presence: God announced His 

intention to send the people into Canaan without His personal 

presence.  He would send “an angel” before them; but He Himself 

would not accompany them, because of their obstinacy: 

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, “Depart, go up from here, you 

and the people whom you have brought up from the land of 

Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob, saying, ‘To your descendants I will give it.’  I will send an 

angel before you and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, 

the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite.  Go up to a 

land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in your 

midst, because you are an obstinate people, and I might destroy 

you on the way” (33:1-3). 

This news caused great mourning among the people (33:4-6).  It 

also caused Moses to intercede again on their behalf.  He strongly 

argued that the presence of Yahweh was the only thing that would 

set Israel apart from the other nations. 

Then he said to Him, “If Your presence does not go with us, do 

not lead us up from here. For how then can it be known that I 

have found favor in Your sight, I and Your people? Is it not by 

Your going with us, so that we, I and Your people, may be 

distinguished from all the other people who are upon the face of 

the earth?” (33:15,16). 

God heard Moses’ plea and answered Him because of the love that 

existed between the two of them. 

The Lord said to Moses, “I will also do this thing of which you 

have spoken; for you have found favor in My sight and I have 

known you by name” (33:17). 

Moses, sensing God’s love for him, asked that he might be given 

an even fuller revelation of the person of God Himself.   

Then Moses said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!” (33:18). 
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It is only the presence of Jesus in our lives that makes us any 
different than the world, allowing us to bear fruit for His glory and 
to live beyond our own limitations.  Jesus Himself said: “Remain in 
Me and I in you . . . for apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 
15:4,5).  This is why it is essential that we daily stay ‘connected’ to 
Jesus, the True Vine.  Our very life is derived from our connection 
to the One Who dwells within us.  Without Him, we are nothing. 
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God immediately responded, giving to Moses a revelation of 

Himself that exceeded anything since Adam and Eve beheld God 

in the Garden of Eden prior to the fall. 

And He said, “I Myself will make all My goodness pass before 

you, and will proclaim the name of the Lord before you; and I 

will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show 

compassion on whom I will show compassion.”  But He said, 

“You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!” 

Then the Lord said, “Behold, there is a place by Me, and you 

shall stand there on the rock; and it will come about, while My 

glory is passing by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock and 

cover you with My hand until I have passed by. Then I will take 

My hand away and you shall see My back, but My face shall not 

be seen” (33:19-23).  

God renews the covenant: The Lord called Moses back up the 

mountain, where the tablets were re-written and the covenant 

between God and Israel renewed (ch.34).  This chapter is a 

condensed version of chapters 19-23 where the original Law was 

recorded.  God likely repeated the entire Law code to Moses. 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write down these words, for in 

accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you 

and with Israel.” So he was there with the Lord forty days and 

forty nights; he did not eat bread or drink water. And he wrote on 

the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments 

(34:27,28). 

God’s glory shining from Moses’ face: The historical interlude 

ends with the account of how Moses’ face perpetually shone 

brightly from His time spent in the presence of God (34:29-35).  

The people were afraid to even look at him!  Thus, Moses would 

put a veil over his face to shield the people from the glory; but 
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There is a great difference between the roles we occupy in life (our 
‘doing’) and our relationship with God (our ‘being’).  It is easy to 
mistake the one for the other, thinking that because we are busy 
fulfilling our roles, we are bringing pleasure to God.  In reality, God 
wants a love relationship with each of us apart from what we do. 
More than anything else, Moses longed to see and experience God 
for himself . . . a longing that God gladly met for His beloved 
servant.  How about you?  Is your greatest desire in life to see and 
experience the living God personally; to know Him more intimately 
with each new day?  As A.W. Tozer said: “God waits to be wanted.”  
James wrote: “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”  
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when he went in to the tent of meeting to be with God, he would 

remove the veil.   

Construction of the Tabernacle: 35:1-39:43 

The actual construction of the various parts of the Tabernacle 

occupies most of the remainder of Exodus.  People brought their 

freewill offerings for the project, as their hearts moved them.  

“Everyone whose heart stirred him and everyone whose spirit 

moved him came and brought the Lord’s contribution for the 

work of the tent of meeting and for all its service and for the holy 

garments. Then all whose hearts moved them, both men and 

women, came and brought brooches and earrings and signet 

rings and bracelets, all articles of gold; so did every man who 

presented an offering of gold to the Lord . . . The Israelites, all 

the men and women, whose heart moved them to bring material 

for all the work, which the Lord had commanded through Moses 

to be done, brought a freewill offering to the Lord” (35:21,22,29). 

As it turned out, the people gave so freely to this work that Moses 

had to issue a command to stop giving! (see 36:5-7). 

The actual work was carried out by all of the skilled workmen in 

Israel, whose hearts moved them to contribute their skills.  They 

worked under the leadership of two specially Spirit-gifted 

construction managers. 

“Now Bezalel and Oholiab, and every skillful person in whom 

the Lord has put skill and understanding to know how to perform 

all the work in the construction of the sanctuary, shall perform 

in accordance with all that the Lord has commanded. Then 

Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every skillful person in 

whom the Lord had put skill, everyone whose heart stirred him, 

to come to the work to perform it” (36:1,2). 

When the parts of the Tabernacle were all built, Moses inspected 

the work and gave the people his blessing. 
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Giving is always a matter of the heart.  It is a central part of our 
love relationship with God.  He does not want it to be any other 
way.  In the New Testament it says: “Each one must do just as he 
has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver” (2Corinthians 9:7).  Giving to God is an 
indication that 1) we recognize that all we have is a gift from Him, 
2) we are managers, not owners, of what He has entrusted to our 
care, 3) we admit our dependence on Him for our future needs, 
and 4) we are worshipping Him as our provider and sustainer.   
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and 4) we are worshipping Him as our provider and sustainer.   



“So the sons of Israel did all the work according to all that the 

Lord had commanded Moses. And Moses examined all the work 

and behold, they had done it; just as the Lord had commanded, 

this they had done. So Moses blessed them” (39:42,43). 

God’s presence fills the Tabernacle: 40:1-38 

Moses took all of the newly constructed parts and set up the 

Tabernacle according to the plan.  Then, as Exodus concludes, the 

glory of Yahweh entered into the Tabernacle. 

“Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the 

Lord filled the tabernacle. Moses could not enter the tent of 

meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the 

Lord filled the tabernacle. In all the travels of the Israelites, 

whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would 

set out; but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out - until the 

day it lifted.  So the cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by 

day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the 

Israelites during all their travels” (40:34-38). 

Summary of Exodus 

The purpose of Exodus was to show how God called His chosen 

people, the seed of Abraham, out of bondage in Egypt and formed 

them into a nation to serve His purposes in the world.  He entered 

into a formal covenant relationship with them, whereby they would 

be His nation of priests representing Him to the entire world.  In 

turn, He would make His dwelling among them so that it would be 

clear to the world that Israel’s uniqueness was derived from their 

relationship with Yahweh, the God of all creation.  The book of 

Exodus builds to the climax of chapter 40, where God’s presence 

finally settles into the portable Tabernacle that was constructed for 

Him.  The theme God With Us has come to full expression.  Now, 

the people of Israel, with God in their midst, are ready to move 

toward the Promised Land, an be a light to a world living in 

darkness. 

Addendum: The role of the Law 

Much confusion exists in people’s minds about the role of the Law 

in relationship to salvation.  The primary misunderstanding is that 

God gave us His Laws as a means of salvation. From this 

misunderstanding, many religious systems have developed where 

people try very hard to earn points with God through their 

obedience.  Several things must be said with regard to the role of 

the Law in the life of ancient Israel, and in our lives as Christ- 
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followers today. 

1.  It is clear that the original purpose of the Law given to Israel 

was to set apart their behavior from the surrounding nations so 

that they would be a ‘holy people,’ a nation of priests reflecting 

God to their world (Exodus 19:5,6).  Thus, the Law was something 

akin to a Training Manual for Israel’s role as God’s holy nation.  It 

was mean to sanctify their behavior, not to save their souls. 

2. Israel broke God’s Laws even before they were formally 

introduced (the golden calf incident). They immediately broke the 

most fundamental Laws concerning the exclusive worship of 

Yahweh as their God.  They also continued to break these Laws 

throughout their long history, as recorded in the Old Testament.  In 

fact, idolatry was the primary, ongoing sin of ancient Israel. 

3. The New Testament writers, working from Jesus’ own 

teachings, argue that the Law could never “save” anyone from the 

penalty of sin; rather, the Law could only serve as a mirror to show 

us our sin.  Paul’s major message in the Epistle to the Galatians 

was that no-one (not even a self-righteous Pharisee like himself) 

could be saved by means of strict obedience to the Law.  Instead, 

the Law has become a “tutor” (child-conductor) to point us to our 

need for a Savior, Christ.  The Law reveals sin; but it cannot 

remove sin.  It is when a guilty sinner turns to Jesus as Savior that 

sins are removed and the defiled heart is cleansed. 

4. The teaching of the New Testament is that God has now 

inscribed the Law on the hearts of believers, through the Person of 

the Holy Spirit.  Instead of the Law being written on tablets of 

stone, it is written on tablets of heart – the heart of the one who 

turns to Jesus as the all-sufficient substitute sacrifice . . . the Lamb 

of God that takes away the sins of the world.  True “Law-keeping” 

is now an inside-out work brought about by the power and 

presence of the Holy Spirit, in the life of the redeemed child of 

God. 
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Life Lessons from Exodus 19-40 

1. God desires our highest WORSHIP. 

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land 

of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make 

for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 

earth beneath or in the waters below.  You shall not bow down to them 

or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing 

the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation 

of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of 

those who love me and keep my commandments” (Ex. 20:2-6). 

2. A lot of life is about learning to WAIT on God.   

When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the 

mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods 

who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out 

of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him” (Ex. 32:1). 

Waiting = Active engagement with God during a trial. 

“Out of the depths I have cried to You, O Lord.  Lord, hear my 

voice!FLet Your ears be attentiveFto the voice of my supplications . . . I 

wait for the Lord, my soul does wait,Fand in His word do I hope. My 

soul waits for the LordFmore than the watchmen for the 

morning;Findeed, more than the watchmen for the morning” (Psalm 

130:1,5,6). 

3. It takes solid CONVICTIONS to resist people-pressure.   

 Aaron said to them, “Tear off the gold rings which are in the ears of 
your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to 

me.”  Then all the people tore off the gold rings which were in their 

ears and brought them to Aaron.  He took this from their hand, and 

fashioned it with a graving tool and made it into a molten calf; and they 

said, “This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of 

Egypt” (Ex. 32:2-4). 

4. God has a longing to be WITH US. 

“Then have them make a sanctuary for Me, and I will dwell among 

them” (Ex. 25:8). 

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who 

is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 

you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies” 

(1Corinthians 6:19,20). 
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GOD WITH US 

                    Part 1: The Great Blessing                                 

Genesis – Deuteronomy 

 

Message 8 – Approaching a Holy God  

through Sacrifices and Offerings 

Leviticus 1-15 

 

Introduction 

The book of Exodus concluded with the presence of God 

gloriously filling the newly constructed Tabernacle.  The book of 

Leviticus picks up the story by showing the people how they must 

approach their awesome and holy God who now dwells in their 

midst.  “Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy” (19:2). 

How can unholy people approach this most holy God?  Only as 

their sins are covered by sacrifices.   

As the name implies, Leviticus focuses on the duties of the Levites 

(the priestly tribe in Israel) in leading the people in approaching 

Yahweh through sacrifice.  In order for Abraham’s descendants to 

be a blessing to the entire world (Genesis 12:1-3), they must 

maintain fellowship with Yahweh, the true source of all blessing.  

Yet, in order to maintain fellowship with Yahweh, Israel must 

worship Him appropriately.  The strength of Israel’s ‘kingdom-of-

priests’ testimony to the world (Exodus 19:5,6) will be directly tied 

to the strength of their worship of and connection to Yahweh.  

Kinds of Offerings: Leviticus 1:1-6:7 

My former teaching colleague, Dr. Paul Tanner, gives an excellent 

overview of the sacrificial system as described in the opening 

chapters of Leviticus: 

The sacrificial system of the Old Testament was very complex, and 
included both scheduled sacrifices and unscheduled sacrifices. 
Unscheduled sacrifices included the peace offering, sin offering, etc. 
Some sacrifices were offered in regard to sin (sin offering, and guilt 
offering). Others were an expression of thanksgiving, gratitude, or for 
one's love for YHWH. Some sacrifices were offered to deal with 
ceremonial uncleanness (e.g., the sacrifices required of the woman 
following childbirth in Lev 12). Furthermore, the sacrifices could be on an 
individual basis or on a national basis (e.g., the Day of Atonement). As 
one can easily determine, the sacrificial system required thousands of 
animals and continual activity for the priests who had to perform the 
necessary procedures. Nevertheless, sacrifice was the essence of 
worship in the Old Testament, and was designed to be done in 
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conjunction with faith. The motives behind a sacrifice could include any of 
the following concepts: 1) A Gift. Sacrifice involved a surrender of what 
one was and what one had. As the worshipper lost something (the 
sacrifice had to be totally consumed either by the priest or upon the altar), 
something was gained (the satisfaction of worship and recognition that 
everything belonged to God).   2) Communion. Sacrifice could express 
that longing in man for union with God and fellowship.   3) Expiation 
(payment of guilt). Since blood was such a predominant aspect of the 
sacrificial system, the worshipper was constantly mindful of his sinful 
condition and need for expiation. His sin and guilt could only be dealt with 
by a blood sacrifice. This called attention to the seriousness of sin and 
man's need for a substitute to bear his punishment.   (Paultanner.org, on 
Leviticus 1-10. Paul’s detailed notes on the entire Bible are available at 
Paultanner.org.  He also has many other helpful resources there.) 

Following are the five basic kinds of offerings and their purposes.  

**See Addendum for discussion of blood sacrifices in Scripture. 

The Burnt Offering: 1:1-17 

The Burnt Offering was fundamental to Israel’s daily worship 

ritual, both individually and corporately.  Whether a bull, a lamb, a 

goat, or a pigeon (depending on the worshippers ability), the 

offering was entirely consumed by fire on the altar.  None of it was 

left to be consumed by the priests.  After laying one’s hands on the 

offering (signifying the transfer of sin), the sacrifice was made by 

the priest (signifying a death to atone for sin) and the smoke of the 

offering ascended heavenward (signifying God’s acceptance of the 

offering).  The worshipper would leave with a renewed commit-

ment to live all of life as a sort of sacrifice to God.   

The Grain Offering: 2:1-16 

People could bring various kinds of Grain Offerings (also called 

Meal Offerings) to the Lord as a symbol of their gratitude for His 

provisions.  Often, a Grain Offering would accompany other kinds 

of offerings.  The grain could be prepared in different ways (thick 

loaf, thin loaf, pancake, etc.).  The priest would burn a portion of 

the grain on the altar.  The remainder would be eaten by the priest.  

The worshipper left with nothing, recognizing that everything was 

a gift from God . . . including the gift of forgiveness of sins. 

Salt was a key component in all Grain Offerings.  “Every grain 

offering of yours, moreover, you shall season with salt, so that 

the salt of the covenant of your God shall not be lacking from 

your grain offering; with all your offerings you shall offer salt” 
(Lev.2:13).  Why?  Because salt was a preservative that 

symbolized, among other things, permanence and friendship.  “All 

the offerings of the holy gifts, which the sons of Israel offer to  
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the Lord, I have given to you and your sons and your daughters 

with you, as a perpetual allotment.  It is an everlasting covenant 

of salt before the Lord to you and your descendants with you” 
(Numbers 18:19).  When the Israelites added salt to their Grain 

Offerings they were reminded that God’s call upon them, as His 

special friends, was irrevocable and permanent.  Speaking of 

Israel’s future as a nation, the apostle Paul wrote: “For the gifts 

and calling of God are irrevocable” (Romans 11:29).  That was 

written after Israel’s rejection of Jesus as their Messiah, enforcing 

all the more the idea of permanence in God’s covenant with them. 

The Peace Offering: 3:1-17 

Unlike other offerings, the Peace Offering involved a meal that 

God, the priest, the worshipper and the worshipper’s friends could 

all participate in.  A portion of the offering was burnt before the 

Lord, while the remainder became the substance for a celebratory 

meal for priest and worshipper(s).  The worshipper would leave the 

tabernacle with a sense of joy that he/she had peace with God.   

The Sin Offering: 4:1-5:13 

Sin Offerings were specified for different classes of individuals: 

priests, leaders, common Israelites.  This offering dealt with 

“unintentional” sins (with no premeditation or defiance against 

God; elsewhere called “high-handed sins”).  The Sin Offering 

required genuine repentance on the part of the worshipper.  The 

purpose was to re-establish fellowship with God.  The worshipper 

would leave the sanctuary with a sense of forgiveness for his/her 

trespasses against God’s laws. 

The Guilt Offering: 5:14-6:7 

As an extension of the Sin Offering, the Guilt Offering added 

restitution, since these offenses involved loss of property.  The 

wrong must be made right between the offender and the offended.  

If the person defrauded was God, then reparation was made to Him 

in the form of a fine. 
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The apostle Paul might have been thinking of the Peace Offering 
when he penned Romans 5:1,2.  He had just described in detail 
the sacrifice that Christ made to take away our sins.  Then, these 
joy-filled words: “Therefore, since we have been justified through 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 
which we now stand.”  As believers, we have access into God’s 
presence because the sacrifice of Jesus has opened the way for 
us.  What an occasion for a Peace Offering from our lives! 

The apostle Paul might have been thinking of the Peace Offering 
when he penned Romans 5:1,2.  He had just described in detail 
the sacrifice that Christ made to take away our sins.  Then, these 
joy-filled words: “Therefore, since we have been justified through 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 
which we now stand.”  As believers, we have access into God’s 
presence because the sacrifice of Jesus has opened the way for 
us.  What an occasion for a Peace Offering from our lives! 



The Priests’ Portions: 6:8-7:38 

This section deals with the specifics of how the priests were to 

handle each type of offering.  It also specifies those portions of 

each offering that were allotted to the priests.  Those who served at 

the Tabernacle obtained their basic sustenance from their work as 

God’s representatives.  When Israel later occupied the Promised 

Land, the tribe of Levi was not given a geographical allotment 

along with the other 11 tribes.  Instead, their “inheritance” was the 

Lord and His work.  (The Levites were given specified cities 

throughout Israel in which they could live.) 

The LORD said to Aaron, "You will have no inheritance in their 

land, nor will you have any share among them; I am your share 

and your inheritance among the Israelites” (Numbers 18:20). 

"The Levites, however, will not receive any allotment of land. 

Their role as priests of the LORD is their allotment” (Josh 18:7). 

The Installation of the High Priest: 8:1-9:24 

The 7-day Ordination Period: 8:1-36 

This chapter describes in minute detail the process by which Aaron 

and his sons were formally installed into ministry.  Aaron was the 

High Priest.  The office was hereditary, thus his sons would have 

followed in his role.  Initially, they would have served as key 

assistants to their father in his role as Israel’s primary spiritual 

leader.  After an initial ceremony of sacrifice and purification, 

Aaron and his sons remained within the Tabernacle courtyard for a 

period of seven days and nights.  This was the period of time 

during which God officially sealed their ordination into ministry. 

During Israel’s earliest history as a nation (1400-1000 BC), they 

had no human king.  God’s intended form of rule for Israel was a 

theocracy (God-rule) instead of a monarchy (man-rule).  This 

made the role of the High Priest even more important, since he 

represented the people before the true King, Yahweh.  The High 

Priest was responsible to go before King Yahweh to ask for His 

decision concerning important national issues.  Portions of the 

Priests garment, particularly the breastplate, were used in the 

process of gaining answers from God.  When the nation sinned 

against their King, it was the High Priest who alone represented 

them in His presence (the Most Holy Place) with a sacrifice of 

atonement, asking for forgiveness.  There was no more important 

office or individual than that of High Priest during Israel’s earliest 

period as a nation in covenant relationship with Yahweh. 
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The Launch of Israel’s Worship Ritual: 9:1-24 

On the 8
th
 day, Aaron and his sons met the entire congregation of 

Israel at the front of the Tabernacle.  As per Moses’ instructions, 

Aaron made his first official high-priestly sacrifices of atonement, 

first for himself and his sons, and then for the entire nation.  

Moses said to Aaron, “Come to the altar and sacrifice your sin 

offering and your burnt offering and make atonement for 

yourself and the people; sacrifice the offering that is for the 

people and make atonement for them, as the Lord has 

commanded” (9:7). 

Having offered the sacrifices appropriately, Aaron blessed the 

people.  Then, the glory of the Lord appeared in a stunning way, to 

fully confirm that the priesthood and sacrificial system of Israel 

were officially ‘up and running.’ 

“Moses and Aaron then went into the tent of meeting. When they 

came out, they blessed the people; and the glory of the Lord 

appeared to all the people. Fire came out from the presence of 

the Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions 

on the altar. And when all the people saw it, they shouted for joy 

and fell facedown” (9:23,24). 

The Death of Nadab and Abihu: 10:1-20 

After all that has just occurred, it is with shock that we come to 

Leviticus 10 and read of the actions of Aaron’s two oldest sons, 

and the Lord’s judgment against them. 

Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in 

them and added incense; and they offered strange fire before the 

Lord, contrary to his command.  So fire came out from the 

presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before 

the Lord. Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord spoke 

of when he said: “‘Among those who approach me I will be 

treated as holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honored.’” 

Aaron remained silent (Leviticus 10:1-3). 

Aaron and his remaining two sons, Eleazar and Ithamar, were not 

permitted to “uncover their heads or tear their robes” (i.e., to 

grieve the loss) since they were still in process of being formally 

installed into ministry by the Lord.   

“You shall not even go out from the doorway of the tent of 

meeting, or you will die; for the Lord’s anointing oil is upon 

you.” So they did according to the word of Moses (10:7). 
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Aaron had to honor his role as High Priest (before God and the 

people) above his relationship with his sons, in the sight of all the 

people.  The holiness of Yahweh had been compromised.  The 

leader had to uphold this essential principle before an entire nation: 

“Among those who approach me I will be treated as holy; in the 

sight of all the people I will be honored” (10:3).   

Laws for maintaining purity among the people: 11:1-15:33 

Leviticus chapters 11-15 may appear strange to us, as this section 

deals with minute details for maintaining purity (“cleanness”) 

among the people.  Whereas the previous section dealt with life 

within the Tabernacle, this section deals with purity issues in the 

entire context of everyday life outside of the Tabernacle.  The 

people had to live in certain ways in order to even approach the 

Tabernacle, where God’s holiness dwelt.  Paul Tanner summarizes: 

Chapter 11 deals with clean and unclean foods. The passage was 
fundamental to the concept of holiness, particularly the idea of separation. 
The Israelites were not permitted to eat anything and everything as were 
their pagan neighbors. Rather, the Israelites were to be distinct, even to 
the point of their diet. There are several reasons for these dietary 
restrictions: (1) some of the unclean foods are polemical [a direct 
statement against pagan worship rites and meals]; (2) others would create 
problems for diet in the wilderness and God was preserving them from 
disease; and (3) they illustrate the essence of holiness (God's people must 
be scrupulous in what they choose - does it please God?). Chapters 12-15 
extend the same basic principle of holiness to the LORD in every aspect 
of physical life. Great care must be taken to point out that these principles 
are not suggesting sin on the part of the Israelite involved, e.g., the 
woman giving childbirth was not "in sin," nor is the text implicating the 
child. The whole issue deals with the presence of the glory of God in 
Israel's midst. The tabernacle was restricted in regard to all that was 
common, dirty, diseased, foreign or unclean, because the presence of the 
glory of God was there. This was especially true in regard to blood; only 
one kind of blood could be brought into the temple, namely, sacrificial 
blood. So the stress is on God's holiness and His separateness. "Unclean" 
Israelites could still worship, pray, praise, and study Torah. 
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Perhaps our greatest sin as humans is to form “gods” in our own 
image, and then to construct a systems of worship that reflect our 
own wishes.  Such was the sin of Nadab and Abihu, when they 
took “strange fire” into their hands and boldly approached 
Yahweh.  Although they had been exposed in great detail to 
Yahweh’s character, glory and requirements, they cast all aside in 
favor of their own designs.  One thing is clear: God is an objective 
reality, a Person.  We cannot make of Him whatever we wish.  
Further, it is He, not us, who establishes the ‘terms’ by which we 
may approach Him and remain in fellowship with Him. True 
religion is designed by God and given to man, not vice versa.  
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Addendum: The role of blood in atonement for sin 

When reading Leviticus, it is impossible to miss the central place 

of blood in the sacrificial system of Israel.  One might naturally 

ask: Why all the need for blood?  This is an important question, 

and it opens up for us important insights into the nature of God. 

First, we must recognize that when we step back to consider the 

wider picture, there is blood sacrifice from beginning to end in 

Scripture.  There is, literally, blood everywhere.  In Genesis 3, God 

clothed Adam and Eve with animal skins before sending them out 

from the Garden of Eden.  This would have required a blood 

sacrifice.  In Genesis 4, God was pleased with Abel’s blood 

sacrifice, though not with Cain’s non-bloody offering.  Abraham 

sacrificed a ram, in place of his son Isaac.  Throughout the O.T. 

sacrifices of blood are the central piece of Israel’s worship ritual. 

Of course, the N.T. centers upon the blood sacrifice of Jesus, the 

Lamb of God.  Even part of the Lord’s Supper is sharing in the 

cup, which represents His blood shed to initiate the New Covenant 

of forgiveness.  When the apostle John is caught up in heaven in 

the Book of Revelation, he sees the Lamb, with the remaining 

marks of having been slain.  It might well be said that blood 

sacrifice is the central ritual act between God and man in the 

entire Bible.  The Book of Leviticus, then, is no aberration in 

content.  It is simply making more specific and elaborate what the 

rest of the Bible makes general and central: Sinful man cannot be 

united with a holy God apart from blood sacrifice. 

But a second observation takes us a bit deeper into the WHY of 

blood sacrifices.  God told Adam and Eve that the penalty for 

turning away from Him was “death” (Genesis 2:17).  Similarly, the 

apostle Paul wrote: “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).  

The clear principle is this: Sin requires death in the economy of 

God.  We cannot presume to know why it is so with God.  Perhaps 

in eternity all will become clear, when “we will know fully, just as 

we also have been fully known” (1Cor.13:12).  Until then, we must 

take on the testimony of Scripture the fact that God requires death 

where there is sin.  There is no way around this requirement.  It 

issues forth from the essential nature of a holy God. 

Now this brings us to the third observation, concerning the role of 

blood in the sacrificial system.  Why not vegetable offerings?  

Why blood offerings?  Leviticus gives us God’s answer: “For the 

life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the 

altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by 

reason of the life that makes atonement” (17:11).                    110 
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It is the blood that contains the life; thus, it is the blood that makes 

the atoning sacrifice acceptable to God.  This is why the whole 

Bible keeps emphasizing the critical role of blood in the sacrifice 

that is acceptable to God. 

“ . . . without shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness” 

(Hebrews 9:22). 

As Christ-followers, we should understand and appreciate the 

value of the blood of Christ.  His blood was, actually, the only 

blood ever shed that could actually remove sins.  All other blood 

sacrifices were made in anticipation of His sacrifice. 

“Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after 

time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; but He, 

having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the 

right hand of God” (Hebrews 10:11,12). 

As one old hymn put it:  

What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
Oh! precious is the flow 
That makes me white as snow; 
No other fount I know, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Takeaways from Leviticus 1-15 

1. The holiness of God and the sinfulness of mankind. 

Christians today seem to have a weak grasp on both the holiness of 

God and the sinfulness of mankind.  The first impacts our 

reverence for God, while the second impacts our repentance for 

sin.  When we begin to truly see God’s holiness, we will stand in 

awe of Him and give Him His true place of authority in our lives.  

When we begin to truly see our sinfulness, we will fall broken 

before His throne of grace, crying: “God have mercy on me, the 

sinner” (Luke 18:13).  Above all, when the Holy Spirit is moving 

and active within us, and we truly see God for Who He really is, 

we will abandon all forms of trivial religious activity and irreverent 

living.  We will maintain a healthy fear of the Lord, seeking to 

move away from our sinfulness toward His holiness: 

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts 

which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who 

called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because 

it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  If you address as 
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Father the One who impartially judges according to each one’s 

work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on 

earth; knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable 

things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited 

from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb 

unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ” (1Peter 1:14-19). 

2. The compassion and desire of God to forgive sins. 

Complicated though it is, Leviticus still shows us that God is 

making a way for guilty sinners to be forgiven and restored to 

fellowship with Him.  The God of the Bible is always making a 

way for sinners to come clean.  It seems that compassion is a ruling 

tendency with our God. 

“Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, and therefore 

He waits on high to have compassion on you.  For the Lord is a 

God of justice; how blessed are all those who long for Him” 

(Isaiah 30:18). 

3. Our “sacrifices” and God’s pleasure. 

Leviticus places much stress on sacrifices that are “pleasing” (“a 

soothing aroma”) to God (Leviticus 1:9,13,17; 2:2,9,12; 3:16; 4:31; 

6:15,21; 8:21,28; 17:6, etc.).  While it is certainly true that the 

animal and grain offerings specified in Leviticus could become this 

“pleasing sacrifice” to God, the rest of Scripture makes it clear that 

a pleasing sacrifice to God is determined by the heart we bring to 

God, not the offering we bring.   

In Psalm 51, after David’s dual sin of adultery and murder, he 

realized that only one kind of sacrifice was “pleasing” to God: 

“For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; 

You are not pleased with burnt offering.  The sacrifices of God 

are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You 

will not despise” (Psalm 51:16,17). 

With a different twist, the apostle Paul makes the same point in 

Romans, when describing the kind of sacrifice that brings God 

pleasure today: 

“Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, well-pleasing to 

God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that 

which is good and well-pleasing and perfect” (Romans 12:1,2). 
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With a different twist, the apostle Paul makes the same point in 

Romans, when describing the kind of sacrifice that brings God 
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“Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, well-pleasing to 

God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that 

which is good and well-pleasing and perfect” (Romans 12:1,2). 
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GOD WITH US 

                    Part 1: The Great Blessing                                 

Genesis – Deuteronomy 

 

Message 9 – Holy Days and Ceremonies 

Leviticus 16-27 

Introduction 

While the first half of Leviticus focused on sacrifices and the 

priesthood, the second half focuses on the life of the nation as a 

whole, as the people learn to live with the Holy God in their midst.  

Many laws focus on maintaining the holiness of the people. To 

represent Yahweh well to the surrounding nations – their ‘kingdom 

of priests’ job (Exodus 19:5,6) – they must maintain ways of living 

that are distinctly reflective of the character of their God.  “I am 

the Lord who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your 
God; thus you shall be holy, for I am holy” (Lev.11:45).  One 

major ways the people will renew their commitment to this charge 

is through the national holy days, or feasts.  Instructions 

concerning these ‘big days’ play a central role in this part of 

Leviticus.   

Day of Atonement Ritual Instructions: 16:1-34 

The annual Day of Atonement was celebrated on the 10
th
 day of 

the seventh month.  The purpose was to confess the sins of the 

entire nation and for the High Priest to offer a blood sacrifice 

within the Most Holy Place on behalf of all the people.  If one’s 

sins had not been dealt with through the regular daily sacrifices, or 

if there was no provision given to atone for a specific sin, the 

worshiper could humbly come to the Day of Atonement with the 

hope that Yahweh would forgive his/her sin in the one act of 

national purification. This was the only day anyone could enter the 

Most Holy Place (also called The Holy of Holies). 

“On the tenth day of the appointed month in early autumn, you 

must deny yourselves. Neither native-born Israelites nor 

foreigners living among you may do any kind of work. This is a 

permanent law for you. On that day offerings of purification will 

be made for you, and you will be purified in the Lord’s presence 

from all your sins.  It will be a Sabbath day of complete rest for 

you, and you must deny yourselves. This is a permanent law for 

you.  In future generations, the purification ceremony will be  
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performed by the priest who has been anointed and ordained to 

serve as high priest in place of his ancestor Aaron. He will put on 

the holy linen garments and purify the Most Holy Place, the 

Tabernacle, the altar, the priests, and the entire 

congregation. This is a permanent law for you, to purify the 

people of Israel from their sins, making them right with the Lord 

once each year” (16:29-34). 

Law of the Blood: 17:1-16 

This chapter stresses the importance of the blood in the religious 

life of Israel.  There was to be no slaughter of an ox, lamb or goat 

without the blood being brought before the Lord at the Tabernacle. 

There was also to be no eating of flesh “with the blood in it.”  Even 

when a bird or a beast was captured in the wild, its blood was to be 

poured out and covered with dirt.  The reason for such regulations 

is stated clearly: 

“ . . . for the life of the body is in its blood. I have given you the 

blood on the altar to purify you, making you right with the Lord. 

It is the blood, given in exchange for a life, that makes 

purification possible. That is why I have said to the people of 

Israel, ‘You must never eat or drink blood—neither you nor the 

foreigners living among you’ (17:11,12). 

Clearly, without the shedding of blood there could be no 

forgiveness of sin.  Thus, the blood was of the highest value in 

maintaining the relationship between God and His people.  (See 

Addendum on pp.110,111 for further discussion of the blood.) 

Laws concerning sexual practices: 18:1-30 

Human sexuality is a gift from God, to be enjoyed in keeping with 

His instructions.  Yet, sexual practices typically become degraded 

as people drift away from the Creator God.  This was the case 

among both the Egyptians (Israel’s former environment) and the 

Canaanites (Israel’s future environment).  Thus, Yahweh strongly 

warned His people to maintain purity in the enjoyment of God-

given sexual privileges, and to avoid the practices of the 

surrounding culture.  How could Israel be a testimony to God’s 

character if they were drawn into the perverse practices of their 

neighbors?  (Note: Many of these forbidden sexual practices were 

part of the religious practices of the surrounding nations.  Israel’s 

way of life and way of worship were to be entirely distinct from 

their pagan neighbors.) 

“Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, for the people I  
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am driving out before you have defiled themselves in all these 

ways.  Because the entire land has become defiled, I am 

punishing the people who live there. I will cause the land to 

vomit them out.  You must obey all my decrees and regulations. 

You must not commit any of these detestable sins. This applies 

both to native-born Israelites and to the foreigners living among 

you” (18:24-26). 

Laws governing personal holiness: 19:1-20:27 

Not only are the 10 commandments repeated here, but also other 

laws governing personal conduct and holiness.  The intent behind 

all of these laws was twofold: 1) To prepare the Israelites to enter 

into God’s holy presence, and 2) to set apart their behavior from 

the surrounding peoples, so that they could be a clear witness to 

the character of Yahweh, their God. 

“Thus you are to be holy to Me, for I the Lord am holy; and I 

have set you apart from the peoples to be Mine” (20:26). 

There is special gravity in God’s warnings concerning the pagan 

practice of sacrificing infants in fire to Molech (20:1-5).  The belly 

of the iron Molech idol was open with a fire kept burning inside.  

The worshiper would deliver his/her infant into the slide-like arms 

leading to the fiery belly of Molech, in hopes of appeasing the god 

and obtaining financial favor and future offspring.  The worship of 

Canaanite gods such as Molech, Ashtoreth, Baal and others 

continued to plague Israel for 1,000 years after Moses.  This was 

their most grievous sin against Yahweh, leading to their eventual 

expulsion from the Promised Land.  It was not until the Post-exilic 

period (400BC) that Israel was finally ‘cured’ from idolatry. 

Laws concerning the holiness of the Priests: 21:1-22:16 

In their role as mediators between God and His people, the 

Levitical priests served within the holy spaces of the Tabernacle.  

Therefore, their lives required unique levels of holiness.  They 

lived under laws not applying to ordinary persons.  The priests had 

to remain constantly vigilant that they did not endanger the 

worship system by profaning the holy place through their own 

uncleanness.  By reason of their devotion to Yahweh, their 

personal freedoms were more restricted.  Of course, the earlier 

incident involving the sin of Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron 

the High Priest, made very clear the severity of sin in the case of 

spiritual leaders (Leviticus 10). 
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Laws concerning flawless sacrifices: 22:17-33 

Significant attention is given to the necessity of brining visibly 

flawless sacrifices to Yahweh.  If any animal had a visible defect, 

it was to be rejected as an offering to the Lord.  Sadly, by the close 

of the Old Testament period, God was decrying through the 

prophet Malachi the constant bringing of flawed sacrifices: “But 

when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when 

you present the lame and sick, is it not evil? Why not offer it to 

your governor? Would he be pleased with you? Or would he 

receive you kindly?” says the Lord of hosts . . . “Oh that there 

were one among you who would shut the gates, that you might 

not uselessly kindle fire on My altar! I am not pleased with you,” 

says the Lord of hosts, “nor will I accept an offering from you” 
(Malachi 1:8-10).  God desires our love, and our love for Him is 

shown when we bring Him our very best, not our second best. 

The National Holy Days: 23:1-44 

One of the primary ways that God gave the Israelites to preserve 

and pass on their faith was the ‘holy days’ of national religious 

celebration.  These special days, or ‘feasts,’ were as regular as the 

weekly Sabbath day, or as big and complex as the major once-a-

year festivals.  Essentially, these were Covenant-renewal 

ceremonies, calling the people back to the terms of the Covenant 

they entered into with Yahweh at Mt. Sinai.  Three of the feasts 

called for every male to go to Jerusalem.  Thus, the entire nation 

would be represented three times a year to renew their pledge to 

live as God’s nation of priests in this world (Exodus 19:5,6). 

The following chart summarizes the key holy days prescribed by 

God, along with their purposes.                                                   116 
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Just as all Israelites were, in a sense, “priests” of God to the world, 
so the New Testament teaches that all followers of Christ are 
“priests.”  As such, we are to pursue holiness as God’s represen-
tatives here on earth.  Peter wrote this in his first epistle, as he 
addressed the early Christians:  ““““You are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own  possession, so 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.  Beloved, I urge you as 
aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war 
against the soul. Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, 
so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they 
may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify 
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                Name                       Purpose 

Sabbath A holy day of rest, celebrating 

God’s rest after creation. 

Passover Celebrating God’s deliverance 

of Israel from slavery in 

Egypt. 

Unleavened Bread Dedicating to God the first 

crops/recalling the “bread of 

haste” and quick departure 

from Egypt. 

Firstfruits Praising God for the harvest 

and dedication of the first 

portion of the later crops 

(wheat). 

Weeks (Pentecost) Fifty days after Firstfruits, the 

celebration of the full harvest 

season. 

Trumpets Celebrating the beginning of 

the civil new year. 

Day of Atonement Atonement for the sins of the 

entire nation. 

Tabernacles (Booths) Celebrating God’s provision 

throughout the wilderness 

years. 

 

Sabbath: The weekly Sabbath (day of rest) formed the foundation 

for Israel’s religious life.  Note how this is evident from the fact 

that Sabbath-keeping is one of the Ten Commandments (in fact, 

the longest of all 10).  All work ceased at sundown on Friday, with 

Sabbath observances continuing into the evening and all day 

Saturday until sundown.  The purpose of the Sabbath was to rest, 

to acknowledge God’s provision and rule in one’s life, and to 

renew commitment to the Covenant with Yahweh.  Failure to 

observe the Sabbath was a serious sin, essentially a sign of 

complete disregard for Yahweh’s place in one’s life. 

Passover: The Passover commemorated Israel’s deliverance from 

the bondage of Egypt, particularly the saving of their firstborn by 

means of the blood of the sacrificial lamb (Exodus 12).  Recall that 

at the time of the first Passover, God instructed Israel that this 

would be “a night to remember” for all future generations.  This  
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was one of the 3 annual feasts requiring the presence of all males 

in Jerusalem.  Today, we who are “covered by the blood of the 

Lamb” are saved from God’s judgment.  The Lord ’s Supper was 

the Passover meal (Matt. 26:17-27).  Jesus gave Himself as our 

Passover Lamb.  “Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us” 

(1 Cor.5:7). 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread: This weeklong festival followed 

directly on the heels of Passover.  It recalled the night of Israel’s 

Exodus from Egypt when they were instructed to eat the bread of 

haste (with no leaven in it). During this week, the Israelites 

scoured their homes removing every trace of leaven. In later 

biblical theology, leaven is a symbol of ‘evil’ (see 1 Cor. 5:6-8, 

Gal. 5:9).  Christ our Passover Lamb cleanses us from sin and by 

His Holy Spirit’s power in our lives we are free from the power of 

sin.  We are called to leave our old lives (leaven) behind, just as 

the Israelites did: “Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a 

new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our 

Passover also has been sacrificed. Therefore let us celebrate the 

feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and 

wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 

truth” (1Cor.5:7,8). 

The Feast of First Fruits: This celebration occurred on the 2
nd
 

day of the Feast of Unleavened bread (right after Passover).  It 

signified gratitude to and dependence upon God (Lev. 23:9-14).  A 

sheaf of barley, the first grain of the new harvest season, was 

brought to the priest, who waved it before the Lord (Deut. 26:1-

11).  It was a thank-offering to the Lord for His provisions that 

would be enjoyed through the coming harvest. In the New 

Testament, the resurrection of Jesus is likened to the First Fruits:  

“But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 

those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man 

also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so 

also in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own order: 

Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His 

coming, then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to 

the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all 

authority and power” (1Corinthians 15:20-24). 

The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost): “Pentecost” is Greek for fiftieth.  

This Feast started 50 days after the First Fruits festival.  While 

First Fruits celebrated the beginning of the harvest, the Feast of 

Weeks celebrated the end of harvest.  It was on the Day of 

Pentecost that God chose to pour out the Holy Spirit from heaven  
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First Fruits celebrated the beginning of the harvest, the Feast of 

Weeks celebrated the end of harvest.  It was on the Day of 

Pentecost that God chose to pour out the Holy Spirit from heaven  
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and give birth to the Church (Acts 2).  The death and resurrection  

of Jesus (occurring at the time of Passover and First Fruits) was 

now beginning to yield its full harvest of souls (Pentecost) as new 

believers poured into the family of God on that day. 

The Feast of Trumpets/Rosh Hashanah/Jewish New Year:  

Following the four spring festivals, there was a season of silence 

before the final three fall festivals.  The first festival of fall was the 

Feast of Trumpets.  The trumpet (shofar) was blown, causing the 

people to gather to hear God’s Word.  They were to feel the 

solemnity of living in this world as God’s representatives under a 

holy covenant to represent Him well to the nations.  There was also 

a sense that someday Israel would be called to a day of judgment 

for how they had, or had not, fulfilled their God-given duties.  This 

feast reminds us of the trumpet blast that will sound at the second 

coming of Christ into our world (1 Thess. 4:16.) The sounding of 

that trumpet signals the day of God’s judgment upon the world as 

all are called to account for how they have responded to God’s 

mercies demonstrated at the first coming of Christ as the Lamb. 

The Day of Atonement/Yom Kippur: Ten days after the Feast of 

Trumpets ended the Day of Atonement began.  This was a solemn 

day for all of Israel to humble their hearts in repentance before 

their God due to their sin.  The Day was the one on which the High 

Priest went into the Holy of Holies each year to make an offering 

for the sins of Israel.  He would first of all have to make a blood 

sacrifice for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people.  Part 

of the ritual of this day involved two goats, one of which would be 

sacrificed before the Lord, while the other would be released into 

the wilderness as the ‘scapegoat,’ symbolizing the carrying away 

of the sins of the nation.  The New Testament teaches that on the 

day of Christ’s death he was the true High Priest, entering into the 

true Holy Place (the presence of God in heaven) thereby providing 

permanent access to God for all who would come under His blood 

and approach in His name.  “But when Christ appeared as a high 

priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater 

and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, 

not of this creation; and not through the blood of goats and 

calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place 

once for all, having obtained eternal redemption” (Hebrews 

9:11,12). 

The Fest of Tabernacles/Booths: The seventh and final feast took 

place five days after the Day of Atonement.  For seven days the 

Israelites presented offerings to the Lord, during which time they 
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lived in huts made from palm branches.  Living in booths recalled 

their sojourn in the wilderness after they came out of Egypt, prior 

to taking the land of Canaan (Leviticus 23:43).   

The Lamp and the Bread in the Tabernacle: 25:1-9 

Special instructions are given for the maintenance of light and 

bread inside the Holy Place of the Tabernacle.  The design of the 

Lamp was given in Exodus 25:31-40.  The seven oil lights were to 

be kept perpetually burning.  This lamp was the only source of 

light within the sacred Tabernacle.  Its symbolism was likely dual: 

first signifying God’s perpetual presence with the Israelites, and 

secondly signifying the role of Israel to be a light unto the nation, 

pointing them to God.  The twelve loaves of bread represented the 

12 tribes of Israel.  The twelve loaves were replaced weekly on the 

Sabbath Day, the previous loaves being eaten by the priests within 

the Holy Place.  The loaves represented the twelve tribes of Israel.  

The fact that the representation involved loaves on a table likely 

symbolized God’s willingness to have fellowship (meal) with the 

people of Israel, as they entered into His holy presence via 

sacrifice.  Jesus pointed to Himself as both the bread and the light.  

In John’s gospel, Jesus called Himself the bread that comes out of 

heaven to give life to the world, and also the light that comes from 

heaven to shine in the darkness. 

The Sabbatical Year and the Year of Jubilee: 25:1-22 

Aside from the weekly Sabbath Day, there were other very 

important “Sabbaths” that Israel was to observe.  Every seventh 

year the entire land was to be given a year of rest.  No crops could 

be sown or harvested in that year.  Israel had to depend upon God 

for provisions from the previous six years, sufficient to meet their 

needs in the seventh year.  (Failure to observe these Sabbatical 

Years caused God to establish the duration of Israel’s later 

captivity in Babylon at 70 years, as they had forsaken the 

Sabbatical Year tradition for 490 years!)   

Furthermore, every 50
th
 year was to be a Year of Jubilee.  This was 

a year of entire release of debts and reversal of fortunes. 

“You shall thus consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim a 

release through the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee 

for you, and each of you shall return to his own property, and 

each of you shall return to his family. You shall have the fiftieth 

year as a jubilee; you shall not sow, nor reap its aftergrowth, nor 

gather in from its untrimmed vines. For it is a jubilee; it shall be 
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holy to you. You shall eat its crops out of the field” (Leviticus 

25:10-13). 

The economic implications of this Year of Jubilee were staggering, 

as it involved the return of all property lost through hardship 

(v.28), and the forgiveness of all debts likewise incurred.  This 

meant that the economic playing field of Israel was re-leveled 

every 50
th
 year.  Those who had become rich were suddenly less 

rich, and those who had become poor were suddenly less poor.  

This should cause us to wonder what God thinks of modern 

economic systems that tend to permanently indenture the poor and 

empower the rich to become even richer.  Would God prefer that 

capitalistic societies, such as ours, also contain a scheduled “do-

over date?” 

Laws governing redemption rights: 25:23-55 

Prominent in these laws is the idea that God does not want the poor 

and oppressed to be permanently taken advantage of.  There must 

be legitimate ways for those on the losing end to recapture their 

losses at fair redemption rates.  Most interesting is to see how God 

instructs the Israelites concerning interest rates: 

“Now in case a countryman of yours becomes poor and his 

means with regard to you falter, then you are to sustain him, like 

a stranger or a sojourner, that he may live with you.  Do not take 

usurious interest from him, but revere your God, that your 

countryman may live with you. You shall not give him your silver 

at interest, nor your food for gain. I am the Lord your God, who 
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Imagine the relief that a deeply indebted person would feel when 
the Year of Jubilee rolled around!  All wrongs were forgotten, all 
hardships reversed, all losses regained.  How interesting that 
Jesus used the Year of Jubilee as the picture to describe His 
earthly mission.  In His opening sermon in His home synagogue at 
Nazareth, He announced His mission as the onset of the favorable 
Year of the Lord (Jubilee):  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has 
sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to set free those who are oppressed, to proclaim the 
favorable year of the Lord.”  And He closed the book, gave it back 
to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, 
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 
4:18-21).  In Jesus, things are reversed for us!  Our sins are gone; 
our debt undone; our dirt washed away; our inheritance restored; 
our Paradise regained! 
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brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of 

Canaan and to be your God” (25:35-38). 

Essentially the message is this: We all owe all that we have to 

God; thus, who are we to take advantage of others through our 

wealth?  We should be generous, just as God is generous. 

Blessings for obedience and penalties for disobedience: 26:1-46 

The entire book of Leviticus was intended to be read as a part of 

the Covenant treaty made between God and Israel at Mt. Sinai.  

This becomes clear from the closing line of chapter 26: 

“These are the statutes and ordinances and laws which the Lord 

established between Himself and the sons of Israel through 

Moses at Mount Sinai (26:46).   

Thus, closing lines in the Covenant involve blessings for 

fulfillment of covenant responsibilities, and penalties for 

disobeying the stipulations.  The foremost ‘blessing,’ the ongoing 

presence of Yahweh in Israel’s midst, is listed last: 

“Moreover, I will make My dwelling among you, and My soul 

will not reject you. I will also walk among you and be your God, 

and you shall be My people. I am the Lord your God, who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt so that you would not be 

their slaves, and I broke the bars of your yoke and made you 

walk erect” (26:11-13). 

The right to have Yahweh dwelling in their midst was, truly, 

Israel’s greatest privilege.  Similarly, our relationship with God 
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Interesting practicalities may arise from these ancient words for 
those today that earn wealth in ways that involve loans at interest.  
There seems to be nothing wrong with charging a modest, or ‘fair’ 
interest rate to someone who borrows money from you.  On the 
other hand, there IS something wrong with charging exorbitant 
interest rates to anyone, either directly or indirectly.  Much of our 
modern wealth is obtained through investing, so we must use 
wisdom here.  For example, I once had an opportunity to invest in 
a fund that specialized in  ‘buying up’ high interest debt.  The 
potential returns of this fund were attractive; but when I dug into 
what might be happening far down the line, in some real person’s 
life, I had the sense that I might end up profiting greatly at the 
expense of another’s unfortunate indebtedness.  This passage 
from Leviticus caused me to put my investment money elsewhere.  
Is there any way that you are using your current, God-given wealth 
to take advantage of the oppressed and increase their burden? 
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Himself is our greatest prize!  Not what He gives; but the Giver 

Himself.   

The penalties for disobedience are severe, and they increase over 

time, IF Israel fails to repent and turn back to God.  The ultimate 

judgment will be expulsion from the Promised Land (so that it can 

enjoy those neglected Sabbatical years) and being handed over to 

enslavement among the nations (to whom they were supposed to 

be priests and witnesses of God).   

Yet, the closing note is one of divine mercy.  Even if Israel 

disobeys the covenant, and even if they are sent into a terrible 

captivity . . .  

“Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land of their enemies, I 

will not reject them, nor will I so abhor them as to destroy them, 

breaking My covenant with them; for I am the Lord their God. 

But I will remember for them the covenant with their ancestors, 

whom I brought out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the 

nations, that I might be their God. I am the Lord” (26:44,45). 

As Paul wrote in Romans 11:29 – “the gifts and calling of God are 

irrevocable.”  He is the great Promise-keeper, even for His 

Promise-breaking sons and daughters!!!  Oh what a marvelously 

faithful and loyal love is our God. 

Laws governing redemption of things vowed to God: 27:1-34 

The final chapter of Leviticus reads something like an addendum 

to a contract.  It concerns redemption prices assigned to things that 

might have been vowed to the Lord (promised to Him), where the 

vow was not fulfilled.  The principle is very clear: God takes our 

vows seriously.  The book of Deuteronomy will make this specific: 

“When you make a vow to the Lord your God, you shall not delay 

to pay it, for it would be sin in you, and the Lord your God will 

surely require it of you. However, if you refrain from vowing, it 

would not be sin in you. You shall be careful to perform what 

goes out from your lips, just as you have voluntarily vowed to the 

Lord your God, what you have promised” (Deut. 23:21-23). 

Afterword: Law is Grace in Disguise 

When you read through a book like Leviticus, you might come 

away saying: Laws, laws and more laws!  Why all the laws?  What 

ever happened to GRACE?  Yes, there are a lot of laws in 

Leviticus.  However, upon closer thought, all of these laws are 

grace in disguise.  Step back from the laws and consider what is  
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being offered to Israel: Fellowship with Yahweh, the one true God.  

He is offering Himself to them.  The laws are simply the access 

code to the presence of the Living God. 

Perhaps an analogy will help.  Suppose a friend invites me to play 

golf at Oakland Hills Country Club, one of the finest courses in the 

world.  The greatest names in the history of golf have walked this 

course.  Now, I am being offered the opportunity of a lifetime, to 

walk in their footsteps and play “The Monster.”   

In preparation for my visit to Oakland Hills, my friend tells me that 

there are some very important “rules” governing the day.  1) I 

cannot wear my cut-off jean shorts.  2) I must wear a properly 

collared golf-shirt.  3) I must have on real golf shoes, not gym 

shoes.  4) I cannot enter the club through the main dining area; but 

must enter through Men’s Locker Room.  5) I am not permitted to 

use my cell phone when we are in the clubhouse.  6) I must use 

either a caddy or a golf cart.  7) When I enter the grounds I must 

stop at the shack and check in with the guard.  He will require a 

member’s name in order for me to go any further.  8) It will not be 

appropriate for me to ask for autographs from every famous person 

I see on the course that day! 

Upon hearing this rather extensive list of “laws,” what would I 

say?  Uggh!  What a bunch of rules!  Forget about it. 

No, I don’t think so.  Because I’d have my eye on the big picture: I 

get to play Oakland Hills!  What a story I’m going to have to tell 

my buddies!!!  I’ll do whatever I have to in order to get this 

privilege.  The “rules” are the means of access to the GRACE – in 

this case, the gracious offer from my friend to be his guest at this 

great course.  The unique privilege requires unique rules. 

Similarly, when we step back from Leviticus, we must ask: What 

is the big picture here, behind all of these rules and laws?  The 

people of Israel are being given the unique opportunity to have 

Yahweh dwell in their midst.  They are given the special privilege 

of being His representatives on the earth.  They can actually go 

“to God’s tent” and have a mean with Him!  They can have 

Yahweh guiding and empowering their lives. They get to do things 

that no other nation gets to do.   

The unique privilege (GRACE) requires unique rules (LAW). 

Yahweh Himself IS their prize.  The “rules” are simply the access 

code into His presence.  Law is, then, grace in disguise. 
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Upon hearing this rather extensive list of “laws,” what would I 

say?  Uggh!  What a bunch of rules!  Forget about it. 
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my buddies!!!  I’ll do whatever I have to in order to get this 
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that no other nation gets to do.   

The unique privilege (GRACE) requires unique rules (LAW). 

Yahweh Himself IS their prize.  The “rules” are simply the access 

code into His presence.  Law is, then, grace in disguise. 
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     GOD WITH US 

                    Part 1: The Great Blessing                                 

Genesis – Deuteronomy 

 

Message 10 – Disaster in the Desert 

Numbers 1-20 
 

Introduction 

The book of Numbers recounts the stalled movement of Israel from 

Mt. Sinai toward the Promised Land of Canaan.  Sadly, the heart of 

the story revolves around Israel’s repeated rebellion against the 

Lord and, finally, God’s decision to allow the entire Exodus 

generation to die in the wilderness over the next 40 years.  The 

original Hebrew title for this book was, In the Wilderness, a very 

apt description of what happened.  A people destined to live in a 

land of promise ended up living in a desolate wilderness, all 

because they would not walk with God in faith and obedience.  

The book provides for us today a warning about the high costs of 

living life outside of the will of God.  The Greek title, Numbers, 

reflects the two ‘numberings’ of the nation, one of the first 

generation that would die in the wilderness, and one of the second 

generation that would enter the Promised Land.   

The Israelites prepare for their journey: 1:1-10:36 

Israel remained camped at Mt. Sinai for one full year.  Then, as 

they prepared to set out for the Promised Land, God gave final 

instructions as to how they were to make the journey and how they 

were to prepare to enter the land.  A key phrase appears 19 times in 

Numbers: “They did everything just as the Lord commanded” 

(1:19).  Strict obedience to God’s commands was required in order 

to receive His blessing and abiding presence in the journey.  

Unfortunately, while Moses and his key leaders obeyed strictly in 

preparing the nation for their future, the nation as a whole never 

learned to walk in daily faith and obedience to Yahweh, resulting 

in their demise. 

- The first census: 1:1-54.  The book of Numbers opens, fittingly, 

with the first “numbering” of the nation.  Every male, from twenty 

years old upwards (fighting age) was counted, the total number 

coming to 603,550.  God chose the leaders who would number 

their respective tribes (1:4,5).  The tribe of Levi was excluded from 

the census, as they were devoted to the service of the Lord.  
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- The arrangement of the camp: 2:1-34.  The placement of the 

various tribes in the camp of Israel was very specific. Every tribe 

had a designated location, with the Tabernacle of God at the center 

of the camp.  

- The Levites numbered: 3:1-51.  The Levites (priests) were 

numbered separately from the other tribes. Specific duties were 

assigned to each of the Levitical family lines: Gershon, Kohath and 

Merari. God determined that the Levites would belong to Him in 

replacement of all the firstborn in Israel who were spared on the 

night of the first Passover, when Israel departed from Egypt.  At 

the time of the census, there were 22,000 Levites.  The firstborn 

males who had been spared on Passover eve were numbered at 

22,273.  The extra 273 firstborn males needed to be redeemed, 

since they belonged to the Lord (3:44-51).  Five shekels per 

firstborn male = 1,365 shekels.  This payment, along with the lives 

of the 22,000 Levites, constituted the ‘redemption price’ for all of 

the firstborn males that God had spared.  

- Responsibilities for carrying the Tabernacle: 4:1-49.  The 

Tabernacle and all of its furnishings had to be completely 

disassembled, moved and reassembled whenever the cloud of the 

Lord signaled a move to a new location.  The priestly families of 

Gershon, Kohath and Merari each had specific ‘transport duties.’  

They were not just carrying ‘furniture;’ they were carrying the 

sacred items that made up the house of God! 

- The test of adultery: 5:1-31.  Much of ch.5 concerns the test of 

adultery in situations where there was suspicion.  While the 

ceremony of drinking ‘bitter water’ might appear strange to us, the 

bottom line is that it was not the water that necessarily caused a 

woman to become ill, thus revealing her guilt.  God’s judgment 

would fall upon the guilty person through this ceremony. If we  
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In the New Testament, Paul tells us that we, as believers, ‘belong 
to the Lord.’  Because of the death of Jesus on our behalf, God has 
ownership over our lives.  “Or do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, 
and that YOU ARE NOT YOUR OWN?  For you have been bought 
with a price: therefore, glorify God in your body” (1Cor. 6:19,20).  
In a sense, then, we are all ‘Levites’ who have been redeemed by 
God to live for His purposes in this world, during our lifetime.  We 
are “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
BELONGING TO GOD, that you may declare the praises of Him who 
called you out of darkness (our ‘Egypt’) into His wonderful light” 
(1Peter 2:9).    
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wonder about a man’s responsibility in cases of adultery . . . the 

penalty for a man was already spelled out in Leviticus 20:10 – 

death by stoning.  

- Nazirite vows: 6:1-21.  A Nazirite vow was one of complete 

dedication to the Lord for a specific work for a set amount of time. 

During this time, the hair was not to be cut.  No wine or strong 

drink was allowed.  There was a specified offering at end of period 

of time.  Samuel was placed under a lifetime Nazirite vow by his 

mother (1Samuel 1:10,11).  Samson was probably the notable 

Nazirite; yet he was most famous for violating the vow and 

suffering God’s judgment as a result. 

- The Aaronic blessing: 6:22-27.  Special blessings were 

prominent in the religious life of ancient Israel.  Recall the Genesis 

accounts of the blessings pronounced by the patriarchs over their 

children.  A special blessing was given to the High Priest Aaron 

and his sons, to pronounce over the people of Israel.  In later times, 

this blessing was pronounced at the Temple twice a day. 

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and to 

his sons, saying, ‘Thus you shall bless the sons of Israel. You 

shall say to them: The Lord bless you, and keep you; the Lord 

make His face shine on you, and be gracious to you;  the Lord 

lift up His countenance on you, and give you peace.’ So they 

shall invoke My name on the sons of Israel, and I then will bless 

them” (6:22-27). 

This Aaronic blessing reveals the essential heart of God toward 

His people.  God so desires to enjoy His love relationship with His 

people.  Yet, much like little children with their parents, or athletes 

with their coaches, or students with teachers . . . the children of 

God must live under the authority of God in order to experience 

the gracious aspect of His character.  The blessing of God comes 

not just because a set of words are spoken; rather, because we 

order our lives under His authority. 
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The Nazirite vow allowed a person to enter into a special time of 
devotion and dedication to the Lord.  Have you ever considered an 
extended ‘Sabbath;’ a period of time where you devote yourself to 
seeking the Lord so as to retune your heart to His heart?  Or, have 
you ever taken a period of time and devoted it to serving the Lord 
in a specific work or mission?  In these ways, we can imitate the 
ancient practice of the Nazirite vow, thereby strengthening our 
walk with God. 
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- Offerings of the leaders: 7:1-89.  The entire work of the priests 

at the Tabernacle depended upon the faithful and regular offerings 

of the people.  The leaders of Israel made offerings to be used by 

the priesthood in the performance of their duties.  It is common in 

church fund-raising campaigns today to have ‘leadership 

commitments’ to open the campaigns, a practice founded upon the 

example of leadership offerings in Numbers.  

- Levites cleansed to serve: 8:1-26.  Just as Aaron had earlier 

been set apart and commissioned into service as the High Priest, so 

now the Levites were cleansed and put into service at the 

Tabernacle.  They were to serve from age 25-50, after which they 

would retire and become adjunct assistants.   

- The first Passover Feast: 9:1-14.  Israel had been camped at Mt. 

Sinai for one full year when God instructed them to celebrate their 

first annual Passover memorial feast. The actual events of the 

Exodus from Egypt were still very fresh in the minds and hearts of 

the people.  Though the year had been trying in many ways, this 

feast should have renewed their commitment to trust their God and 

to expect His faithfulness to be displayed in the coming year. 

- The cloud to signal a move: 9:15-23.  The movements of Israel 

were completely determined by the movements of God, as 

indicated by the movements of the cloud that lingered over the 

Tabernacle.  

“Whenever the cloud was lifted from over the tent, afterward the 

sons of Israel would then set out; and in the place where the 

cloud settled down, there the sons of Israel would camp. At the 

command of the Lord the sons of Israel would set out, and at the 

command of the Lord they would camp; as long as the cloud 

settled over the tabernacle, they remained camped” (9:17,18). 

- The trumpets to announce movements: 10:1-10. Much like a 

modern siren might signal a community to take shelter, so the 

ancient Israelites had their warning siren.  Trumpets were used by 

the priests to signal regular movements, or special movements in 

preparation for war. 

- The first movement of the camp: 10:11-36.   The first section 

of Numbers comes to a climax with the first movement of the 

camp of Israel toward the Promised Land.  They had been camped 

at Mt. Sinai for a little over 1 year, preparing themselves for this 

moment.  Now, the cloud (God’s presence) moved for the first 

time and the camp of Israel moved with it.   
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“Thus they set out from the mount of the Lord three days’ 

journey, with the ark of the covenant of the Lord journeying in 

front of them for the three days, to seek out a resting place for 

them. The cloud of the Lord was over them by day when they set 

out from the camp” (10:33,34). 

Whenever the camp set out, Moses would shout these words: 

“Rise up, O Lord!  And let Your enemies be scattered, and let 

those who hate You flee from Your presence” (10:35). 

Then, when the camp came to rest again, He would say: 

“Return, O Lord, to the myriad thousands of Israel” (10:36). 

Thus, the Israelites were now learning to move in step with 

Yahweh their God, as He led them toward the next phase in the 

fulfillment of the promises made to Abraham: The Great Land! 

Disasters in the desert: 11:1-20:29 

The heart of the book of Numbers chronicles a series of disasters 

resulting from ongoing disobedience, rebellion and lack of faith.  It 

was this string of incidents that caused all but two people (Joshua 

and Caleb) to forfeit the opportunity to enter the Promised Land.  

Even Moses was eventually taken down because of weariness 

trying to lead the obstinate nation.  Herein lies the greatest lesson 

of the book of Numbers: Either we walk in submission to God and 

live in the space created by His presence and blessing; or we 

stubbornly walk in our own ways and live with the consequences of 

disobedience – the desert life.  The New Testament book of 

Hebrews spends significant time explaining how this time period 

in Israel’s journey provides valuable lessons for us as Christ-

followers (Hebrews chs.3,4). 
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Just as the Israelites were called to follow God in their journey, so 
we are called to follow Christ in our journey.  They were to fix their 
eyes, daily, on His presence over the Tabernacle and to move in 
sync with His movements.  Only in this way could their journey to 
God’s promised destination be successful.  We, likewise, are to 
keep our eyes “fixed on Jesus” (Hebrews 12:1,2) who is our 
constant leader, protector, provider and counselor.  This is why it 
is critical that we develop the daily habit of spending time with 
Jesus, in reading His Word, listening to His voice, praying to Him 
and reflection upon our lives.  Only as we do so can we remain 
under the umbrella of His guiding presence, living out His plan A 
for our lives.    
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- Rebellion of the people: 11:1-35.  The people began to grumble 

(again) about conditions in the wilderness (11:1-9). Moses was 

growing weary of his leadership burden (11:10-15). His complaint 

to God reveals the human side of his struggle as a leader. 

Now Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, 

each man at the doorway of his tent; and the anger of the Lord 

was kindled greatly, and Moses was displeased. So Moses said to 

the Lord, “Why have You been so hard on Your servant? And 

why have I not found favor in Your sight, that You have laid the 

burden of all this people on me? Was it I who conceived all this 

people? Was it I who brought them forth, that You should say to 

me, ‘Carry them in your bosom as a nurse carries a nursing 

infant, to the land which You swore to their fathers’?  Where am  

I to get meat to give to all this people? For they weep before me, 

saying, ‘Give us meat that we may eat!’ I alone am not able to 

carry all this people, because it is too burdensome for me. So if  

You are going to deal thus with me, please kill me at once, if I 

have found favor in Your sight, and do not let me see my 

wretchedness” (11:10-15). 

The Lord decided not to end Moses’ life; rather, seventy elders 

were appointed to share the leadership load.  God placed His Spirit 

(a unique leadership gifting) upon these men to help Moses lead 

the people. In judgment, God sent quail to fall upon the camp for a 

full month, until the people had quail coming out their noses! 

- Rebellion of Miriam and Aaron: 12:1-16.  If the peoples’ 

rebellion was not enough, Moses also had to face Miriam and 

Aaron (his brother and sister) mounting a rebellion against him.  

Their stated reason was Moses’ marriage to a Cushite (Egyptian)  
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Their stated reason was Moses’ marriage to a Cushite (Egyptian)  
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During the initial months after the plagues and the Exodus, the 
people of Israel obeyed Yahweh out of fear.  They saw His power 
and majesty and trembled in fear at the foot of Mt. Sinai (Exodus 
20:20).  This was a ‘childlike’ obedience to God.  Yet, as the first 
year of their relationship with Yahweh unfolded at Mt. Sinai, there 
should have been some progression in emotional/spiritual 
maturity and their understanding of other aspects of God’s 
character: His grace, His love, His provision, His wisdom, His 
compassion.  They did not mature and, as a result, they never truly 
grew to trust the CHARACTER of God, which stood behind His 
WORD.  The “laws” never became deep, internal convictions; 
rather, just rules to resent and rebel against.  The bottom line is:   
If you never grow to trust God, you will never grow to obey God.   
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woman.  It seems likely that Moses’ first wife, Zipporah, had died 

and this remarriage caused the objection.  Yet, there was more 

discontent underlying this frontal assault on the leadership of 

Moses.  Was Moses the only authorized spokesperson for God 

(12:2)? God intervened to vindicate Moses, judging Miriam with 7 

days of leprosy. She was confined outside the camp until her 

period of divinely imposed discipline was over.  

- Rebellion at Kadesh Barnea: 13:1-14:45.  Numbers 13,14 

marks a turning point in the journey of the Exodus generation.  

They had rebelled against the Lord numerous times; but this 

incident was the final straw.  Once the nation arrived at the 

southern border of the Promised Land, twelve spies were sent in to  

spy out the land.  Ten came back saying that, while the land was 

wonderful, the enemies were so strong that they could never be 

overthrown. Joshua and Caleb were the two spies who believed 

God’s promises and that God was big enough to deliver on His 

promises.  The negative report of the ten spies was as follows: 

“We are not able to go up against the people, for they are too 

strong for us.” So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report 

of the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land through 

which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that devours its 

inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men of 

great size . . . and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, 

and so we were in their sight” (13:27-33). 

Finally, the people concurred with the negative report of the ten 

spies and demanded a new leader to take them back to Egypt 

(14:1-4).  God then pronounced judgment on the entire Exodus 

generation: they would all die in the wilderness and never enter the 

Promised Land.  Moses interceded for the people, that God might 

again forgive their rebellion.  While forgiveness was granted, the 

hope of entering the Promised Land was forever lost: 

So the Lord said, “I have pardoned them according to your word; 

but indeed, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of 

the Lord. Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My 

signs which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have 

put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My 

voice, shall by no means see the land which I swore to their 

fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it. But My 

servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has 

followed Me fully, I will bring into the land which he entered, 

and his descendants shall take possession of it” (14:20-24). 
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- Laws to be followed after entering Canaan: 15:1-41.  Numbers 

15 repeats certain laws from Leviticus, to be followed when the  

people entered the land of Canaan. Aside from the laws 

themselves, this section provided encouragement that, even after 

God’s judgment upon the Exodus generation, He still intended to 

keep His promise to give the Israelites their own Promised Land.  

One very interesting law had to do with the clothing the Israelites 

were to wear, and the reminder this was to be: 

The Lord also spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the sons of 

Israel, and tell them that they shall make for themselves tassels 

on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, 

and that they shall put on the tassel of each corner a cord of 

blue. It shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the 

commandments of the Lord, so as to do them and not follow after 

your own heart and your own eyes, after which you played the 

harlot, so that you may remember to do all My commandments 

and be holy to your God. I am the Lord your God who brought 

you out from the land of Egypt to be your God; I am the Lord 

your God” (15:37-41). 
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The ten spies had what some have called grasshopper mentality –
Their enemies seemed to be giants while “we became like 
grasshoppers in our own sight.”  Grasshopper mentality is the 
inevitable result of measuring our own size against the size of our 
obstacles, trials and enemies.  On the other hand, Joshua and 
Caleb had a very different mentality, because they measured the 
size of their enemies against the size of their God.  The Lord is 
looking for those who cultivate a BIG view of Him, and “follow Him 
fully” (14:24), as these two men did.  How big are your enemies?  
Or, perhaps we should ask: How big is your God? 

What sorts of little God-reminders have you incorporated into your 
life?  Is it a plaque that sits on your desk?  A cross that you wear 
around your neck?  A ring on your finger?  Years ago, I had an old 
car with a broken radio.  Since I couldn’t listen to music, I taped a 
Bible verse over it, which I read hundreds of times as I drove all 
over Portland, Oregon: “The hand of our God is favorably disposed 
to all who seek Him; but His power and His anger are against all 
who forsake Him” (Ezra 8:22).  To this day, that verse, and the 
message it contains, is locked firmly in my memory.  Maybe you 
should bring a few little ‘God-reminders’ into your everyday life. 
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- Korah’s rebellion: 16:1-50.  Trouble was coming at Moses from 

every angle. Korah the priest, along with 250 respected leaders, 

accused both Moses and Aaron of exalting themselves above 

everyone else and leading the nation into such trouble.  Why 

should not everyone be allowed to offer sacrifices before the Lord?   

They assembled together against Moses and Aaron, and said to 

them, “You have gone far enough, for all the congregation are 

holy, every one of them, and the Lord is in their midst; so why do 

you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the Lord?” (16:3). 

Fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed the 250 

rebels!  God commanded that their bronze firepans be taken up and 

hammered into a plating for the altar at the Tabernacle . . . a 

permanent reminder to the people that they must never rebel 

against God’s authorized leaders and system of worship.   

In spite of this visible judgment against the rebels, on the following 

day the people rose up and rebelled against Moses again, claiming 

that it was his fault that so many people had died the previous day!  

At this point, God’s wrath broke out against the congregation in 

the form of a plague.  The dead numbered 14,700 . . . only to be 

checked by the intercession of Moses (God’s authorized leader) on 

their behalf (16:41-50). 

- Aaron’s rod buds: 17:1-13.  Numbers 17 continues the theme of 

divinely authorized leadership.  God affirmed the unique priestly 

role assigned to Aaron and his descendants.  A test was given by 

God, in which twelve rods were chosen, one from each of the 

twelve tribes of Israel.  These were deposited in the Tabernacle 

overnight.  On the next day, when the twelve rods were brought 

forth, Aaron’s rod had blossoms and fully ripe almonds on it, 

signifying God’s choice of him for the priestly duties.  Aaron’s rod 

was placed in the sacred box containing the tablets with the Ten 

Commandments.  This, again, was to be for Israel a perpetual 

reminder as to the sin of rebelling against God’s duly appointed 

spiritual leaders. 

- The Levites as assistants: 18:1-32.  Chapter 18 contains more 

instructions to Aaron and the Levites as priests in Israel.  The  
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God listens to the intercession of those who faithfully walk with 
Him.  To “intercede” means to “stand between” God and people, 
to seek His favor on their behalf.  Intercession is one of the 
major aspects of our prayer lives.  Who have you been called to 
make regular intercession for?    
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make regular intercession for?    



Levites were given to the High Priests as assistants in the work 

surrounding the Tabernacle.  Portions of the people’s sacrificial 

and monetary offerings were designated for the support of the 

priests.  They had no material inheritance as the other Israelites 

did; rather, the Lord and His work were their inheritance.  

- The Law of the Red Heifer: 19:1-22.  The sacrifice of a special 

(and rare) red heifer is described here.  The animal was sacrificed 

outside the camp, after which the ashes were combined with water 

to form a ‘water of purification.’  This water was used in cases of 

ritual defilement resulting form contact with dead persons or dead 

bodies.  One who had touched a dead body was not permitted to 

enter into the Tabernacle area for normal religious ceremonies 

until he/she was purified by this water.   

- Moses disqualified from entering Canaan: 20:1-29.  Perhaps 

the saddest of all the disasters in the desert is the fall of Moses the  

leader.  There are 3 ‘deaths’ recorded in Numbers 20 (which I refer 

to as the ‘Obituary Column’ of the Bible).  Miriam and Aaron died 

in the wilderness as recorded at the beginning and end of this 

chapter.  Tucked in the middle is the ‘death of a dream’ for Moses, 

who was disqualified by his own sin in the presence of the nation.   

Having experienced tremendous frustration in leading the obstinate 

nation over several years, Moses finally broke under pressure, 

disobeying a clear command of God while the entire nation was 

looking on: 

“Take the rod; and you and your brother Aaron assemble the 

congregation and speak to the rock before their eyes, that it may 

yield its water. You shall thus bring forth water for them out of 

the rock and let the congregation and their beasts drink” (20:8). 

So Moses took the rod from before the Lord, just as He had 

commanded him; and Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly 

before the rock. And he said to them, “Listen now, you rebels; 

shall we bring forth water for you out of this rock?” Then Moses 

lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and 

water came forth abundantly, and the congregation and their 

beasts drank. But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because 

you have not believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the 

sons of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into 

the land which I have given them” (20:9-12). 

Moses’ sin, as a leader, was magnified in that 2 million sets of eyes 

were watching in the moment that he angrily ‘struck’ the rock that  
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he was commanded to ‘speak’ to.  Thus, he lost the dream of 

leading the people of Israel into the Promised Land.  Toward the 

end of Numbers, God will allow Moses to see the land of promise 

from a distance; but not to enter it: 

“Go up to this mountain of Abarim, and see the land which I 

have given to the sons of Israel.  And when you have seen it you 

too shall be gathered to your people, as Aaron your brother was; 

for in the wilderness of Zin, during the strife of the congregation, 

you rebelled against My command to treat Me as holy before 

their eyes at the water” (Numbers 27:12-14). 

How much did this dream of leading the people into the Promised 

Land mean to Moses?  Listen to his own words, recorded in his 

farewell speech to the nation Israel, at the end of Deuteronomy: 

I also pleaded with the Lord at that time, saying, “O Lord God, 

Thou has begun to show Thy servant Thy greatness and Thy 

strong hand; for what god is there in heaven or on earth who can 

do such works and mighty acts as Thine?  Let me, I pray, cross 

over and see the fair land that is beyond the Jordan, that good 

hill country and Lebanon.”  But the Lord was angry with me on 

your account, and would not listen to me; and the Lord said to 

me, “Enough!  Speak to Me no more of this matter.  Go up to the 

top of Pisgah and lift up your eyes to the west and north and 

south and east, and see it with your eyes, for you shall not cross 

over this Jordan” (Deuteronomy 3:23-27). 

 

 

 

Many New Testament lessons are founded upon Old Testament 

stories.  The apostle Paul wrote: “For whatever was written in 

earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through 

perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 

have hope” (Romans 15:4).  The sad story of Israel’s disaster in 

the desert formed the basis for two strong admonitions written to 

the early Christians: 1 Corinthians 10 and Hebrews 3-4.  Consider 

the key lessons that the writer of Hebrews pressed upon the first 

Christians, based on the tragic events recorded in Numbers. 

Hebrews 3-4: Do not harden your hearts to God’s voice. 

The anonymous writer of the Book  of Hebrews was addressing a  
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group of professing Christians that had stopped heeding God’s 

voice and, instead, were giving heed to the voice of their own 

desires.  As Israel repeatedly grumbled against God and wanted to 

turn back to Egypt, so these professing Christians were about to 

turn back to their old ways.  Three times, this writer repeats the 

phrase:  “Today, when you hear His voice, do not harden your 

hearts as Israel did when they rebelled” (3:7; 3:15; 4:7).  The 

force of the application is contained in these lines: 

“Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters. Make sure that your 

own hearts are not evil and unbelieving, turning you away from 

the living God. You must warn each other every day, while it is 

still ‘today,’ so that none of you will be deceived by sin and 

hardened against God.  For if we are faithful to the end, trusting 

God just as firmly as when we first believed, we will share in all 

that belongs to Christ. Remember what it says: ‘Today when you 

hear his voice, don’t harden your hearts as Israel did when they 

rebelled’” (Hebrews 3:12-15). 

This passage tells us that hardness of heart is a spiritual condition 

that happens over time . . . as we stop hearing and heeding God’s 

voice.  How can we prevent this from happening? 

1. When you hear HIS VOICE, do not harden your hearts (3:15).  

I recently had a kidney stone removed.  No fun!  I’m finally ready 

to acknowledge the simple truth that, if I drink sufficient amounts 

of water and make some dietary changes, I can keep stones from 

hardening in my kidneys.  Similarly, I can keep my heart from 

hardening into a spiritual stone by continuing to hear and heed 

God’s voice. God speaks to us through His written Word; through 

the “still small voice” of His Spirit, as He brings things to light in 

our hearts; through the loving voice of those who admonish and 

encourage us, the ‘voice of community.’  I need to make sure I am 

spending sufficient time “being still” and “listening to God” so that 

I can hear and heed His voice.   

“Step out of the traffic! Take a long, loving look at me, your 

High God, above politics, above everything” (Psalm 46:10, The 

Message). 

Are you taking sufficient time to hear and heed God’s voice?  It is 

God’s voice, and His voice alone, that cuts through the chatter to 

the deepest recesses and needs of our hearts. 

“For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the 

sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit,  
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between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts 

and desires” (Hebrews 4:12). 

2. You must warn each other every day (3:13).  True spiritual 

community is essential to prevent hardness of heart.  We need 

strong people around us to keep ourselves strong!  In fact, it is 

often through spiritual community that the voice of God comes to 

us.  A fellow believer might exhort you, or encourage you, or teach 

you, or correct you, or counsel you, or pray over you, or weep with 

you, or rejoice with you.  We all need spiritual community in order 

to stain attuned to God’s voice.  Do not allow yourself to become 

isolated.  Knit yourself tightly into an environment of true spiritual 

community.    

“Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and 

good works.  And let us not neglect our meeting together, as 

some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that 

the day of his return is drawing near” (Hebrews 10:24,25).  

The Book of Hebrews uses the example of Numbers to warn us 

that Israel failed to enter God’s place of rest because they stopped 

listening to God’s voice.  So, we also, may miss God’s ‘rest’ (the 

joy, peace and contentment that come from living in close 

relationship with Him) IF we fail to hear and heed the voice of 

God in our lives, today. 
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GOD WITH US 

                    Part 1: The Great Blessing                                 

Genesis – Deuteronomy 

 

Message 11 – A New Generation prepares 

to enter the Promised Land 

Numbers 21-36 
 

Introduction 

The second half of the book of Numbers jumps forward to the end 

of the 40-year wilderness period.  The 2
nd
 generation of Israelites 

was encamped in Moab, just across the Jordan River on the east 

side of the Promised Land.  They were now poised to enter and 

take possession of the great land promised to Abraham (Genesis 

12:1-3).  Yet, in the events recorded here we learn that the 2nd 

generation, like the first, had wayward hearts and continued the 

pattern of disobeying God.  Only the faithfulness of God would 

carry these people over the border into the Land of Promise. 

The bronze serpent: 21:1-9 

Picking up a familiar theme, the new generation grumbled against 

God and Moses because of conditions in the wilderness.  In 

response, God allowed venomous snakes to invade the camp of 

Israel, leading to many deaths.  The people cried out to Moses, and 

God gave these instructions:   

The Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; 

anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” So Moses made a 

bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was 

bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived 

(21:8,9). 

This incident gave birth to a very famous passage in the New 

Testament, as Jesus spoke about how He would be lifted up on  

pole to save us from death: 

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son 

of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have 

eternal life in him. For God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life” (John 3:14-16). 

Jesus was lifted up on the cross to defeat, for us, the ‘snake-bite of  
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sin.’  When we look to Savior on the cross, with eyes of faith, we 

are saved from sin and death, and given the gift of eternal life.  

Have you turned your eyes to the One who was lifted up on the 

pole, to save you from the Serpent’s deadly bite? 

Defeat of the outlying kingdoms: 21:1—35 

As Israel moved from Mt. Hor through Edom and Moab, along the 

eastern edge of the Promised Land, outlying kingdoms rose up to 

repel their advance.  This resulted in initial battles with Sihon, king 

of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan.  In both cases, God gave 

Israel victory over these outlying kingdoms.   

The Edomites were the descendants of Esau, the brother of the 

patriarch Jacob.  Moses appealed to this brotherly heritage (20:14-

17) hoping that Israel (“your brother Israel’) might be granted safe 

passage through Edomite territory.  Edom, however, refused to 

acknowledge their shared ancestry.  While Jacob and Esau had 

reconciled with one another (Genesis 32,33), Israel and Edom 

would go to war.  
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The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke 
against the Lord and against you” (21:7).  True confession is 
admitting that what I have done is wrong, and being specific: “We 
sinned when we …”  Confession is agreeing with God, since He 
already knows what we have done.  Just saying, “I am sorry that I 
….” is NOT true confession.  Sadness is a feeling of remorse; but 
admitting a specific sin does not wait for feelings.  True sorrow will   
be reflected by my repentance and change of behavior. 
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    Balaam hired to curse Israel: 22:1-24:25 

Balak, king of Moab, saw Israel’s defeat of the neighboring 

kingdoms.  Feeling greatly threatened, he hired the services of a 

pagan prophet named Balaam, who had a reputation for being able 

to effectively invoke spiritual powers to place curses over people 

and nations.  Balak’s urgent message to Balaam was as follows: 

“A people has come out of Egypt; they cover the face of the land 

and have settled next to me.  Now come and put a curse on these 

people, because they are too powerful for me. Perhaps then I will 

be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land. For I know 

that whoever you bless is blessed, and whoever you curse is 

cursed” (22:5,6). 

The wording is significant, for God had used similar wording in 

His promise to Abraham long ago.  “I will bless those who bless 

you, and whoever curses you I will curse” (Genesis 12:3a).  Thus, 

the stage is set for a showdown.  Will Balaam’s power to curse 

Israel prevail over Yahweh’s promise to bless Israel and protect 

His people, and in turn to curse those who try to curse Israel? 

God first prevented Balaam from going.  Then, he permitted him to 

go, instructing him to “say only what I tell you to say.”  Then, God 

was angry that Balaam was going. What was happening here?  The 

issues in the heart of Balaam become clear as we look closer.  

On the way, Balaam’s donkey turned aside from the road, fearing 

an angel that was blocking forward progress.  The  donkey, not 

Balaam, was given eyes to perceive the angelic STOP sign.  Thus, 

a confrontation occurred between Balaam and his donkey, for the 

prophet did not understand the donkey’s stubborn unwillingness to 

move.  Finally, the angel became apparent to Balaam as well, and 

the message became clear: 

The angel of the Lord said to Balaam, “Go with the men, but 

speak only what I tell you.” So Balaam went with Balak’s 

officials (22:35). 
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“Do not be afraid, for I have handed him over to you …”  (21:34). 
When we are assured that God has given the green light to move 
forward, then He expects us to trust Him to be part of the equation 
of victory and success.  Faith involves moving forward in the face 
of fear.  It was fear that had kept the previous generation from 
moving with confidence into the Promised Land.  What area of life 
is God inviting you to move forward in, trusting Him for victory? 

“Do not be afraid, for I have handed him over to you …”  (21:34). 
When we are assured that God has given the green light to move 
forward, then He expects us to trust Him to be part of the equation 
of victory and success.  Faith involves moving forward in the face 
of fear.  It was fear that had kept the previous generation from 
moving with confidence into the Promised Land.  What area of life 
is God inviting you to move forward in, trusting Him for victory? 



God, who knows our hearts, saw that Balaam was secretly 

contemplating the use of his own words, rather than staying with 

God’s words.  He was planning on cursing Israel for the sake of 

monetary gain (see 2Peter 2:15,16).  The donkey (usually a symbol 

of stubbornness) showed more submission to God and His message 

than the stubborn prophet!  Now, however, Balaam was reminded 

that he must speak only the words given to him by God. 

- The first oracle: King Balak took Balaam out to a place where 

he could see the camp of Israel, hoping he would curse them from 

that spot.  Instead, Balaam blessed Israel with words given by God: 

“How can I curse those whom God has not cursed? How can I 

denounce those whom the Lord has not denounced? From the 

rocky peaks I see them, from the heights I view them.  I see a 

people who live apart and do not consider themselves one of the 

nations.  Who can count the dust of Jacob or number even a 

fourth of Israel? Let me die the death of the righteous, and may 

my final end be like theirs!” (23:8-10). 

- The second oracle: Balak, angered that Balaam had not cursed 

Israel, took him to another vantage point from which he could only 

see a portion of the camp of Israel.  Perhaps a less impressive view 

of the camp would allow Balaam to effectively curse them.  This 

time, Balaam came back with a stronger blessing from God: 

“God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that 

he should change his mind.  Does he speak and then not act? 

Does he promise and not fulfill? I have received a command to 

bless; he has blessed, and I cannot change it. No misfortune is 

seen in Jacob, no misery observed in Israel. The Lord their God 

is with them; the shout of the King is among them. God brought 

them out of Egypt; they have the strength of a wild ox. There is 

no divination against Jacob, no evil omens against Israel. It will 

now be said of Jacob and of Israel, ‘See what God has done!’ 

The people rise like a lioness; they rouse themselves like a lion 

that does not rest till it devours its prey and drinks the blood of its 

victims” (23:19-24). 
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Moses, the author of Numbers, knew something about being 
opposed by God on the way to do God’s work.  Recall Exodus 4:24 
where God sought to put Moses to death as he journeyed back to 
Egypt to oppose Pharaoh with God’s words.  Moses was outwardly 
obeying, but inwardly he had compromised God’s will in the matter 
of circumcising his son.  God sees not only our outward 
movements, but also the inward movements of our hearts! 
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- The third oracle: One final time Balak tried to help Balaam utter 

a curse over Israel.  He took him to a desolate place overlooking 

only the wilderness. Yet, even at this spot overlooking only 

desolation, Balaam was able to speak only blessing over Israel: 

“How beautiful are your tents, Jacob, your dwelling places, 

Israel! Like valleys they spread out, like gardens beside a river, 

like aloes planted by the Lord, like cedars beside the waters. 

Water will flow from their buckets; their seed will have abundant 

water . . . God brought them out of Egypt; they have the strength 

of a wild ox. They devour hostile nations and break their bones 

in pieces; with their arrows they pierce them. Like a lion they 

crouch and lie down, like a lioness - who dares to rouse them? 

May those who bless you be blessed and those who curse you be 

cursed!” (24:5-9). 

The final words of Balaam’s blessing are a repeat of words spoken 

to Abraham, by God, hundreds of years before: “I will bless those 

who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse” (Gen. 12:3). 
Thus, God’s promise to bless and protect the descendants of 

Abraham was still in effect, as this new generation stood on the 

threshold of entering the Promised Land! 

- Four oracles of judgment: Ironically, the prophet who was hired 

to curse Israel ended up speaking 4 more oracles of judgment upon 

Balak and the nations that were standing in Israel’s way (24:15-

25)!  Thus, God’s promise to “curse the one who curses Israel” 

came true for King Balak.  He tried to buy a curse on Israel and 

ended up buying a curse on his own head and his own kingdom. 

Israel seduced into immorality: 25:1-18 

While Balaam could not utter a curse, he must have known enough 

about Israel’s covenant with Yahweh to know that Israel could 

bring divine judgment upon itself by being disobedient to their 

God, particularly in the realm of idolatry (the first 4 

commandments of the Law).  This is exactly what occurred next, 

as the men of Israel began to engage in pagan worship feasts with 

Moabite and Midianite women, which involved sexual immorality. 
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“King Balak flew into a rage against Balaam” (24:10).  When we 
courageously trust God and stand strong in Him, we may expect 
anger or rage from those who are opposing God’s will.  It is 
important that we ask for God’s strength so that we are not 
intimidated into buckling under their ‘power-over’ strategies.  
Fearing God (trusting Him) more than we fear man is one very 
important step in our Christian walk. 
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While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in 

sexual immorality with Moabite women, who invited them to the 

sacrifices to their gods. The people ate the sacrificial meal and 

bowed down before these gods. So Israel yoked themselves to the 

Baal of Peor. And the Lord’s anger burned against them” (1-3). 

Later Scripture reveals to us that it was Balaam who came up with 

the idea of seducing the Israelites into sin so as to bring about 

God’s judgment upon them (see Revelation 2:14).  If you can’t get 

God to break His deal with Israel (curse them) . . .then get Israel to 

break their part of the bargain, thus inviting divine discipline. 

Phinehas, the grandson of Aaron the High Priest, displayed God’s 

righteous anger against this incursion of immorality (25:6-13).  

God rewarded Phinehas and his descendants with a perpetual 

priestly role in Israel: 

The Lord said to Moses, “Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of 

Aaron, the priest, has turned my anger away from the Israelites. 

Since he was as zealous for my honor among them as I am, I did 

not put an end to them in my zeal. Therefore tell him I am 

making my covenant of peace with him. He and his descendants 

will have a covenant of a lasting priesthood, because he was 

zealous for the honor of his God and made atonement for the 

Israelites” (25:10-13). 

The Second Census: 26:1-65 

The people of Israel were numbered a second time, while they 

were camped in Moab.  The purpose of this census was not just to  
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Israel’s real battle (and ours) was against Satan’s desire to destroy 
them, thus ending God’s plan to bring a blessing to the world 
through them.  Satan prowls about like a roaring lion (1Peter 5:8), 
seeking to devour God’s people.  If one strategy doesn’t work, he 
tries to find another that will draw people away from God.  Those 
same hostile spiritual forces are active today, seeking to draw 
God’s people away from the path of faith/obedience, onto the 
path of unbelief/sin (Ephesians 6:12).  Thus, the need to put on 
“the armor of God” daily.  

Phinehas was passionate about protecting the honor of God within 
Israel.  He stood against anything that compromised God’s name 
and God’s glory.  It is a mark of spiritual and emotional maturity to 
have the courage to take a bold stand for the honor of God, in the 
face of a culture that is willing to either compromise God’s glory or 
to remain silent when such compromise occurs.  Phinehas’ reward 
was great, outliving him for many generations (see Ps.106:28-31). 
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number the people; rather, to make sure that none of the first 

generation of Israelites was still alive: 

Not one of them was among those counted by Moses and Aaron 

the priest when they counted the Israelites in the Desert of Sinai. 

For the Lord had told those Israelites they would surely die in the 

wilderness, and not one of them was left except Caleb son of 

Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun (26:64,65). 

Only Joshua and Caleb, the two faithful spies, had survived and 

would be permitted to enter the Land of Promise. 

A land inheritance for the daughters of Zelophehad: 27:1-11 

Zelophehad was one of the first generation of Israelites who died 

off in the desert.  His five surviving daughters wondered what 

would become of them once they entered the Promised Land.  

Would they, like all of the men, receive some sort of land 

inheritance where they could continue the family line?  What were 

the inheritance rights of daughters when there were no sons to 

carry on the family line? 

The answer from God, to Moses, was that these five women should 

receive their father’s inheritance in Canaan.  Further instructions 

are included as to the transfer of inheritance in Israel, in other 

atypical cases. 

Joshua appointed as Moses’ successor: 27:12-23 

God had made it clear to Moses that he would not lead the people 

into the Promised Land (recall the incident of Numbers 20).  Now, 

Moses prays that God would raise up his successor: 

Moses said to the Lord, “May the Lord, the God who gives breath 

to all living things, appoint someone over this community to go 

out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and 

bring them in, so the Lord’s people will not be like sheep without 

a shepherd” (27:15-17). 

In response to this prayer, God instructed Moses to commission 

Joshua as the next leader of Israel.  Joshua was, of course, one of  
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The daughters of Zelophehad were direct descendants of Joseph.  
They did not want their father’s name to disappear.  They had the 
courage to come forward and claim what was rightfully theirs.  
With that same confident spirit, we as believers are told to “come 
boldly before the throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).  Nothing should keep us 
from claiming our full inheritance! 
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the two faithful spies that had encouraged the people to believe 

God in the face of ‘giants in the land’ (Numbers 13,14).  Beyond 

that, he was a close companion of Moses throughout the entire 

time of Israel’s sojourn in the wilderness, often appearing with 

Moses in key contexts (eg. on Mt. Sinai to receive the Law, 

Exodus 24:13).  It was clear from a young age that Joshua had a 

Moses-like spirit within him, as may be seen from this note about 

him in the tent of meeting with God and Moses: 

“The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a 

friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young aide 

Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent” (Exodus 33:11). 

Moses obeyed God’s directive, commissioning Joshua as Israel’s 

next leader before the entire assembly. 

“Moses did as the Lord commanded him. He took Joshua and 

had him stand before Eleazar the priest and the whole assembly. 

Then he laid his hands on him and commissioned him, as the 

Lord instructed through Moses (27:22,23). 

Daily, weekly, monthly and annual sacrifices: 28:1-29:40 

This material is a review of previously stated laws concerning 

‘regular’ offerings at the Tabernacle and the observance of the key 

annual religious feasts (Passover, Day of Atonement, etc.).   

Laws concerning vows made by daughters and wives: 30:1-16 

To make a vow before the Lord was a serious matter.  Here, 

instructions were given in cases where vows were made by wives 

or daughters without consultation with the husband/father.  

Authority was given to the husband or father to nullify or affirm 

such vows.  This law was designed to protect family inheritances 

and integrity.  The husband/father, acting as ‘head’ of the family, 

had the right to decide whether the vow was the right thing to do 

for the whole clan.  This ‘buck-stops-with-the-man’ arrangement is 

paralleled in the New Testament teaching that the husband/father is 

the ‘head’ of the household, the one who will ultimately answer to 

God for the decisions and direction of the family.   
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As Warren Wiersbe points out, this passage contains two elements 
critical to the health of any society: 1) The keeping of contracts, 
promises, or vows, and 2) submission to clearly defined authority 
structures.  A society where people do not keep their word and 
disregard their leaders is one of complete anarchy. 
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Defeat of the Midianites: 31:1-54 

At God’s command, war was initiated against the Midianites, the 

people (particularly the women) who, along with their Moabite 

neighbors, had earlier seduced Israel into immorality and idolatry, 

(25:1-3).  Phinehas the priest led the warriors into battle, carrying 

with him “holy objects” from the Tabernacle of God.  The holiness 

of God had been violated in the idolatrous incident earlier.  Now, 

the holiness of God would be vindicated in the battle. Not ONE 

Israelite died in this battle (31:48)! 

God does not deal lightly with those who entice His children into 

sin.  Among those killed in this battle was Balaam, the prophet 

who had helped to seduce Israel into immorality.  The righteous 

anger of God against such tempters is echoed in Jesus’ warning to 

those who would cause any child of God to stumble: 

“If anyone causes one of these little ones - those who believe in 

me - to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large 

millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the 

depths of the sea. Woe to the world because of the things that 

cause people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe to the 

person through whom they come (Mathew 18:6,7). 

Trans-Jordan lands given to Reuben and Gad: 32:1-42 

The tribes of Reuben and Gad approached Moses asking for land 

inheritances in their current location, east of the Jordan River in the 

“trans-Jordan” territory.  Their reason was the simple fact that they 

were primarily sheepherders and they saw that this land was ideal 

for their livelihood.  Moses and the other leaders were concerned 

that this was an attempt on the part of these tribes to avoid the 

necessary warfare that would be involved by those tribes crossing 

over the Jordan into the Land of Canaan.  Thus, the leaders of 

Reuben and Gad were made to swear an oath that they would 

accompany their brothers into the occupation warfare on the other 

side of the Jordan.  Only after they had fulfilled this oath would 

they be permitted to inherit and occupy the trans-Jordan spaces. 
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Moses’ last work for God was to display God’s glory before the very 
people who had given him refuge for 40 years.  Recall that when 
Moses first fled from Pharaoh at age 40, he fled to the land of 
Midian, and took a Midianite wife, Zipporah.  Moses showed that 
he loved God more than people.  This reminds us of Jesus’ 
challenging words to Peter after His resurrection: “Simon Peter, do 
you love Me more than these (fish, friends)?”  John 21:15. 
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Then Moses said to them, “If you will do this - if you will arm 

yourselves before the Lord for battle and if all of you who are 

armed cross over the Jordan before the Lord until he has driven 

his enemies out before him - then when the land is subdued 

before the Lord, you may return and be free from your obligation 

to the Lord and to Israel. And this land will be your possession 

before the Lord.  But if you fail to do this, you will be sinning 

against the Lord; and you may be sure that your sin will find you 

out” (32:20-23). 

Stages in Israel’s wilderness journey: 33:1-56 

This chapter provides a detailed account of Israel’s 42 stops on the 

long, 40-year journey, from the time they left Egypt to the present 

encampment on the eastern border of the Promised Land (see map 

on p.139). What should have been a journey of 11-15 days 

(Deuteronomy 1:1,2) turned out to be roughly 14,600 days . . . 

because of Israel’s stubborn unwillingness to ‘follow the cloud’ 

and heed the voice of God. 

The Boundaries of the Promised Land: 34:1-29 

The actual geographical boundaries of the Promised Land are 

given here (see map below).  The individual tribes were allotted 

specific territories within the land (much like they were earlier 

assigned specific locations within the camp).  Leaders from each 

tribe were appointed to manage the process of allocating the land.  

Cities for the Levites and for refuge: 35:1-34 

Earlier we learned that the Levites (priestly tribe) were to receive 

no land inheritance; rather, the Lord Himself and His work was 

their portion.  The Levites were, however, given 48 cities 

throughout the land that they could live in and where they could 

pasture their flocks (35:1-5).  Six of these Levitical cities were 

designated as “cities of refuge” (35:6-34).  These were cities were 

someone could find refuge when involved in the unintended death 

of another person (ie., the modern category of “involuntary 

manslaughter”). Intentional murder was punishable by death.   
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Whether examining the Old Testament mission of Israel, or the 
New Testament mission of the Church, there appears to be little 
room given to ‘spectators.’  Everyone is called to be engaged in 
the battle, whether the battle to claim the Promised Land, or the 
battle to claim lost souls for the eternal kingdom.  Are you involved 
in the battle, or are you sitting in the stands watching??? 
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The “avenger of blood” (usually a relative of the deceased) had the 

right to put the murderer to death.  In unintentional cases of death, 

however, the person involved in the death of another could flee to 

one of these six cities of refuge in order to be protected from the 

avenger of blood.  This protection would continue until the death 

of the current High Priest.  After that time, the person could leave 

the city of refuge without fear of being killed by the avenger of 

blood.  If, however, the individual went outside the gate of the city 

before the time, his life was at risk at the hand of the blood 

avenger! Amidst such legal detail, we must not miss the underlying 

principle involved here – the sacred nature of blood in the religious 

life of Israel: 

“Do not pollute the land where you are. Bloodshed pollutes the 
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land, and atonement cannot be made for the land on which blood 

has been shed, except by the blood of the one who shed it. Do not 

defile the land where you live and where I dwell, for I, the Lord, 

dwell among the Israelites” (35:33,34). 

No transfer of land-inheritance from tribe to tribe: 36:1-13 

One final legal matter was addressed as the book of Numbers 

concluded and the people stood poised to enter the land: the 

possible transfer of land inheritances from one tribe to another.  

The situation involving the five daughters of Zelophehad came up 

again as the test case.  What would happen to their father’s 

inheritance IF the daughters married men from outside of their 

father’s tribe?  Would the land remain in the father’s tribe, or be 

transferred over to the new husband’s tribe?  The answer came 

from the Lord: Land could not be transferred from one tribe to the 

next by means of marriage.  This law was designed to preserve the 

land inheritance of each individual tribe, and to prevent any one 

tribe from amassing wealth, over against the other tribes.  

Conclusion to Numbers:  In the book of Numbers, Moses has 

chronicled both the tragedy involving the first generation of 

Israelites, and the hope of the second generation.  The first 

generation failed to heed God’s voice and follow the cloud of 

God’s presence.  Thus, they were laid low in the wilderness and 

failed to inherit God’s promises.  The second generation must learn 

from the failure of the first, and enter the Promised Land with faith 

and obedience in the God of the Covenant.  This new generation 

must learn that God has no “grandchildren.”  Each new generation 

must cultivate its own confidence in the God of promise, and walk 

with eyes fixed on Him into the future.  In every generation, the 

same truth holds: 

“For we walk by faith . . . not by sight” (2Corinthians 5:7). 
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GOD WITH US 

                    Part 1: The Great Blessing                                 

Genesis – Deuteronomy 

 

Message 12 – The Law Restated for the 2
nd
 Generation 

Deuteronomy 1-26 
 

Introduction 

While the title “Deuteronomy” means “second Law,” or a 

“repetition of the Law,” this final book of the Pentateuch is much 

more than what that title implies.  The second generation of 

Israelites was poised to enter the Promised Land.  They were 

camped in the territory just east of the Jordan River and would 

soon be led by Joshua into the land.  Moses, who would soon die, 

gave a final, passionate sermon to this new generation.  He was 

calling them back to covenant faithfulness, so that they could enjoy 

a future richly blessed by God’s presence, provision and 

protection.  He reviews their history and their great privilege of 

being called to be God’s chosen nation . . . he calls them to a 

posture of loving devotion and obedience to God . . . and, finally, 

he extensively lists the blessings and disciplines that will come 

based on their choice to obey, or not.  The following excerpt from 

ch.6 captures well the tone of the entire book of Deuteronomy: 

“These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God 

directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are 

crossing the Jordan to possess, so that you, your children and 

their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as 

you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, 

and so that you may enjoy long life. Hear, Israel, and be careful 

to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase 

greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, 

the God of your ancestors, promised you” (6:1-3). 

A Review of Israel’s history: 1:1-3:29 

Chapters 1-3 are a historical review.  Moses begins by recounting 

how the 1
st
 generation made it to Kadesh-barnea, where they 

rebelled against the Lord.  Then, they were confined to wandering 

in the desert for the next 40 years, until that generation died off.  

The opening lines of the book cause us to soberly consider what 

could have been: 
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“It takes eleven days to go from Horeb to Kadesh Barnea by the 

Mount Seir road.  In the fortieth year, on the first day of the 

eleventh month, Moses proclaimed to the Israelites all that the 

Lord had commanded him concerning them” (1:2,3). 

What could have been an 11-day journey turned into a 40-year 

nightmare . . . because the 1
st
 generation failed to trust God and 

obey His words.  Will the 2
nd
 generation make the same mistake? 

Moses continues his historical review all the way up to their 

present setting, in the 40
th
 year, as the 2

nd
 generation sits poised on 

the east side of the Promised Land.  Moses recounts God’s 

appointment of Joshua as the 2
nd
 generation leader of Israel, and 

his own failure to obey God fully and loss of the right to lead them 

in. This review served to remind the people of 1) God’s 

faithfulness to His covenant with Israel, and 2) the cost the 1
st
 

generation paid for failure to live within the terms of the covenant. 

The Appeal for Covenant Faithfulness: 4:1-11:32 

As stated in the Introduction above, the heart of Deuteronomy 

contains a review of the Laws given to Israel at Mt. Sinai, Laws 

which formed the basis for their covenant relationship with 

Yahweh.  These Laws will be reviewed from chs.12-26, and then 

covenant renewal ceremonies will be outlined afterwards.  

Preceding all of this, however, is the impassioned appeal of Moses 

to the nation Israel – that they might wholeheartedly love and obey 

their God, who has loved them, so that their future might be 

blessed by Him.  There is no other portion of Scripture that so 

strongly appeals for God’s people to obey Him for their own good.  

Meditate carefully and thoughtfully through these chapters, as they 

are the soul of Deuteronomy. 

- The first appeal for obedience: 4:1-49 

Chapter 4 is the opening appeal for covenant loyalty. In this 

section, several key themes are introduced that will appear over 

and over again in Moses’ farewell speech to the nation. 

1. Moses reiterates that the purpose of obedience is so that the 

nation Israel will bring forth a strong, clear witness to the world as 

to the nature of their God.  Recall that this was the primary reason 

God called the descendants of Abraham to Himself in the first 

place . . . that they might be a blessing to all other nations 

(Gen.12:3) by being a kingdom of priests and a holy nation 

(Exodus 19:5,6).  Moses is calling the nation back to their original 

reason-for-being.  (See N.T. application in 1Peter 2:9.) 
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“See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the Lord my God 

commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are 

entering to take possession of it.  Observe them carefully, for this 

will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who 

will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great 

nation is a wise and understanding people.”  What other nation 

is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord our 

God is near us whenever we pray to him? And what other nation 

is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this 

body of laws I am setting before you today? (4:5-8). 

2. “Remembering” is another major theme.  If future generations 

do not remember God’s past faithfulness, they will surely become 

consumed by fear in the face of oncoming challenges.   

‘Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not 

forget the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your 

heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to 

their children after them. Remember the day you stood before the 

Lord your God at Horeb, when he said to me, “Assemble the 

people before me to hear my words so that they may learn to 

revere me as long as they live in the land and may teach them to 

their children” (4:9,10). 

Remembering is the antidote to paralyzing fear. 

3. The danger of idolatry is stressed, as this sin would cause Israel 

to be disciplined by God and driven from the Promised Land. (The 

Canaanites were being driven out for similar reasons; see p.156): 

“Be careful not to forget the covenant of the Lord your God that 

he made with you; do not make for yourselves an idol in the form 

of anything the Lord your God has forbidden. For the Lord your 

God is a consuming fire, a jealous God” (4:23,24). 

Clearly, God is a perfectly jealous lover, desiring that which is 

rightfully His – the pure-hearted devotion of those He has 

redeemed and called to Himself.  In the New Testament, James 

warns against spiritual infidelity against our God (James 4:1-10).   
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Throughout Deuteronomy, Moses implores the people to use 
‘story-telling’ to cultivate a deep faith (trust) in each new 
generation.  Parents need to experience the mighty hand of God 
for themselves, and then they need to recite the faithful acts of 
God to their children, so that they also may learn to trust God with 
the issues of life.  How are you “remembering” the mighty deeds of 
God in the hearing of the next generation?  (See also 6:4-9 and 
11:18-21.) 
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4.  Moses stresses their great privilege as those who have been 

chosen by God to represent Him to the world. 

Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the 

day God created human beings on the earth; ask from one end of 

the heavens to the other. Has anything so great as this ever 

happened, or has anything like it ever been heard of? Has any 

other people heard the voice of God speaking out of fire, as you 

have, and lived? Has any god ever tried to take for himself one 

nation out of another nation, by testings, by signs and wonders, 

by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, or by great 

and awesome deeds, like all the things the Lord your God did for 

you in Egypt before your very eyes? (4:32-34). 

- The Ten Commandments restated: 5:1-33 

Chapter 5 is a review of The Ten Commandments, as they were 

given to Moses at Mt. Sinai.  Moses reminds this generation that 

their forefathers made a commitment at that time to obey the voice 

of God (although they sadly failed to follow through on their vow).  

Toward the end of this section, we hear a stirring cry from the 

heart of God to the hearts of His children: 

“Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear Me and keep all 

My commands always, so that it might go well with them and 

their children forever!” (5:29). 

- The second appeal for obedience: 6:1-25 

Chapter 6 contains “the great Shema,” the most important prayer in 

Judaism.  Shema is the Hebrew verb “to hear.”  The nation was 

being called to hear and heed God’s voice, above all other voices. 

6/14/15                                                                                         153  

 

4.  Moses stresses their great privilege as those who have been 

chosen by God to represent Him to the world. 

Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the 

day God created human beings on the earth; ask from one end of 

the heavens to the other. Has anything so great as this ever 

happened, or has anything like it ever been heard of? Has any 

other people heard the voice of God speaking out of fire, as you 

have, and lived? Has any god ever tried to take for himself one 

nation out of another nation, by testings, by signs and wonders, 

by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, or by great 

and awesome deeds, like all the things the Lord your God did for 

you in Egypt before your very eyes? (4:32-34). 

- The Ten Commandments restated: 5:1-33 

Chapter 5 is a review of The Ten Commandments, as they were 

given to Moses at Mt. Sinai.  Moses reminds this generation that 

their forefathers made a commitment at that time to obey the voice 

of God (although they sadly failed to follow through on their vow).  

Toward the end of this section, we hear a stirring cry from the 

heart of God to the hearts of His children: 

“Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear Me and keep all 

My commands always, so that it might go well with them and 

their children forever!” (5:29). 

- The second appeal for obedience: 6:1-25 

Chapter 6 contains “the great Shema,” the most important prayer in 

Judaism.  Shema is the Hebrew verb “to hear.”  The nation was 

being called to hear and heed God’s voice, above all other voices. 

6/14/15                                                                                         153 

The adulterous rejection of divine intimacy incenses God: It 
provokes profound jealousy.  Even more, it draws forth in God 
deep anguish.  When we offer our exclusive devotion to another, 
jealousy torments His heart.”  Allender and Longman, The Cry of 
the Soul, p.131. 

When God asks us to obey Him, it is for our own good.  All 
throughout Deuteronomy we hear the refrain: “Obey Me so that…”.  
God does not command our obedience simply because He wants 
to be a dictator over us; rather, He is a loving Father who seeks 
what is best for His children. He tenderly “carries His son” (see 
1:31).   So, whenever you hear the phrase, “Obey God,” make sure 
you finish the sentence with, “so that it might go well for us.”  God 
loves you and wants the very best for your life!   
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“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength. These commandments that I give you 

today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. 

Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along 

the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as 

symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write 

them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates (4-9). 

- Warning against intermarriage and idolatry: 7:1-26 

The primary reason for the strong warnings against intermarriage 

was that it would inevitably lead to the adoption of pagan religious 

practices, including idolatry.  This, in turn, would invite the 

judgment of God upon His people: 

“ . . . for they will turn your children away from following Me to 

serve other gods, and the Lord’s anger will burn against you and 

will quickly destroy you” (7:4).  

Yet, if Israel remained loyal to Yahweh, then He would drive out 

the inhabitants of the land for them.  Even those kingdoms that 

were immensely stronger than Israel would not be able to stand 

against the power of Yahweh . . . IF His people remained faithful 

to the covenant.  

Sadly, it was precisely the problem of intermarriage/idolatry that 

later led Israel into tragic breaches of the covenant, eventually 

resulting in their gradual expulsion from the Promised Land and 

captivity first in Assyria and later in Babylon (722 – 586 B.C.). 

- The third appeal for obedience: 8:1-20 

Moses continued to plead for the nation to love God with all of 

their hearts.  Here, he reveals something quite interesting about 

God’s ways with the 1
st
 generation that came out of Egypt: 

“Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the 

wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you in order to 

know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his 

commands. He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then 

feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors 

had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. Your 

clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these 

forty years. Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his 

son, so the Lord your God disciplines you” (8:2-4). 
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Remember all of those situations back in Exodus/Numbers where 

Israel ran out of water or food and they grumbled against God?  

Well, we now learn that it was God who was humbling them and 

testing them, to FIND OUT WHAT WAS IN THEIR HEART.  He 

wanted to see if they would trust Him, or not.  Sadly, it became 

apparent that the first generation would not trust the goodness of 

their God. 

 

Moses also warned against the kind of pride that forgets God, 

while attributing all success to human ingenuity: 

‘When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your 

God for the good land he has given you. Be careful that you do 

not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, 

his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. Otherwise, 

when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and 

settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your 

silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, then your 

heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God, 

who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery . . . You 

may say to yourself, ‘My power and the strength of My hands 

have produced this wealth for Me.’ But remember the Lord your 

God, for it is He who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and 

so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it 

is today” (8:10-14,17-18). 
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How many of the situations that cause us to grumble are actually 
God testing us to find out what is in our hearts???  Did you notice 
above that it was God who “caused them to hunger.”  Why?  
Certainly not because He wanted His children to die of hunger; 
rather, He wanted to see His children faithfully look to Him as their 
provider and protector.  Perhaps you are currently facing a very 
trying circumstance, and you are tempted to complain against God 
for allowing you to go through this.  Could it be that God is testing 
your heart to see how you will respond in this trial?  Will you trust 
Him with a heart of confidence and hope; or will you grumble 
against Him with a heart of unbelief and fear? 
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- The Lord will drive out the Canaanites: 9:1-10:11 

Moses says two very important things in this section.  First, he 

assures the people that GOD will drive out the Canaanites from the 

Promised Land, so that Israel need not fear them.  Second, he gives 

the rationale behind God’s expulsion of the Canaanites from their 

land . . . and it has nothing to do with Israel’s righteousness!  In 

fact, Moses goes into great detail recalling all the ways that Israel 

has disobeyed God in previous years.  So . . . if it is not because of 

Israel’s goodness, then WHY is God giving them the land of 

Canaan and driving out the current residents? 

“Do not say in your heart when the Lord your God has driven 

them out before you, ‘Because of my righteousness the Lord has 

brought me in to possess this land,’ but it is because of the 

wickedness of these nations that the Lord is dispossessing them 

before you. It is not for your righteousness or for the uprightness 

of your heart that you are going to possess their land, but it is 

because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord your 

God is driving them out before you, in order to confirm the oath 

which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob” (9:4,5). 

God was not expelling good people from Canaan to give the land 

to even better people.  He was expelling excessively wicked people 

to give their land to ‘less unrighteous’ people.  Let us never 

imagine that we can turn God into our debtor – thinking that He 

“owes” us something because of who we are, or what we have 

done.  “Grace” is “unmerited favor.  God gives us what we don’t 

deserve and can’t earn – His love!  
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because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord your 

God is driving them out before you, in order to confirm the oath 

which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob” (9:4,5). 

God was not expelling good people from Canaan to give the land 
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to give their land to ‘less unrighteous’ people.  Let us never 
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“owes” us something because of who we are, or what we have 

done.  “Grace” is “unmerited favor.  God gives us what we don’t 
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Pride is one of the great sins of humanity: attributing to ourselves 
that which really comes to us as a gift from God.  We take pride in 
our accomplishments, our education, our possessions, our 
income, our position, our friends, etc.  In fact, it is GOD who has 
given us the abilities and opportunities to become who we are.  
Psalm 49 strongly warns against this kind of human arrogance: 
“Do not be afraid when a man becomes rich, when the glory of his 
house is increased; for when he dies he will carry nothing away; 
his glory will not descend after him. Though while he lives he 
congratulates himself - and though men praise you when you do 
well for yourself - he shall go to the generation of his fathers; they 
will never see the light.  Man in his pomp, yet without 
understanding, is like the beasts that perish” (Ps.49:16-20; see 
also Psalm 73 on this same theme.) 
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- The fourth appeal for obedience: 10:12-11:32 

The preamble to Moses’ farewell speech was now coming to and 

end.  His passion grew ever stronger as he attempted to call forth 

the whole-hearted devotion of the people to Yahweh their God.  It 

would be good if you stopped and read for yourself the entire 

section, 10:12-11:32, as this is a very heartfelt appeal.  Let Moses’ 

words to Israel speak to your heart today.  Here is an excerpt: 

“Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but 

to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, 

and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul, and to keep the Lord’s commandments and His 

statutes which I am commanding you today for your good? 

Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the highest 

heavens, the earth and all that is in it. Yet on your fathers did the 

Lord set His affection to love them, and He chose their 

descendants after them, even you above all peoples, as it is this 

day. So circumcise your heart, and stiffen your neck no longer. 

For the Lord your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, 

the great, the mighty, and the awesome God who does not show 

partiality nor take a bribe.  He executes justice for the orphan 

and the widow, and shows His love for the alien by giving him 

food and clothing. So show your love for the alien, for you were 

aliens in the land of Egypt. You shall fear the Lord your God; 

you shall serve Him and cling to Him, and you shall swear by 

His name. He is your praise and He is your God, who has done 

these great and awesome things for you which your eyes have 

seen. Your fathers went down to Egypt seventy persons in all, and 
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Many people struggle with the Old Testament concept of “holy 
war,” and the seeming depiction of Yahweh as a God-of-war.  This 
misconception, however, rests upon an inadequate understanding 
of the evil practices within Canaan, prior to Israel’s invasion (child 
sacrifice, etc. See 12:31f).  Let me draw a modern parallel with 
“Just War Theory” (the position that war, while terrible, is not 
always the worst option. There may be responsibilities so 
important, atrocities that can be prevented or outcomes so 
undesirable they justify war). Was there any question that the 
Allied Forces should invade German occupied territories in World 
War II, and bring to an end the Hitler-inspired atrocities? Is there 
any question that a country with sufficient force should step in to 
stop the massacre of innocent victims by the likes of an Idi Amin, 
ISIS, or Boko Haram?  Similarly, it is only when we begin to grasp 
the level of wickedness among the Canaanites that we can 
understand God’s justification for wiping them out.   
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now the Lord your God has made you as numerous as the stars 

of heaven” (Deuteronomy 10:12-22). 

Review of Key Covenant Stipulations: 12:1-26:19 

The long, central section of Deuteronomy is a repeat, review and, 

at times, expansion of the Laws previously given to Israel at Mt. 

Sinai.  The opening verse of ch.12 summarizes this whole section: 

“These are the decrees and laws you must be careful to follow in 

the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has given you 

to possess - as long as you live in the land” (12:1). 

Our commentary will not cover these chapters in detail.  Following 

is an outline of the laws reviewed by Moses: 

- Worshipping God only at His altar: 12:1-32 

- The grave dangers of idolatry: 13:1-18 

- Clean and unclean foods: 14:1-21 

- Laws governing tithing: 14:2-29  (Read it!  Surprising!) 

- Cancellation of debts every 7
th
 year: 15:1-11 

- Freeing servants every 7
th
 year: 15:12-18 

- Firstborn animals given to the Lord: 15:19-23 

- The three major annual feasts: 16:1-17 

- Appointment of judges and courage to be fair: 16:18-20 

- No idolatry allowed: 16:21-17:7 

- Submission to judges and priests: 17:8-13 

- Laws for future kings: 17:14-20  (Esp. about multiple wives!) 

- Providing for the priests and Levites: 18:1-8 

- Occult practices forbidden: 18:9-13 

- Testing future prophets: 18:14-22 

- Cities of refuge: 19:1-14 

- Evaluating the testimony of witnesses: 19:15-21 

- Laws governing warfare: 20:1-20 

- Atonement for unresolved murder: 21:1-9 

- Marrying a captive woman: 21:10-14 

- Right of the firstborn son: 21:15-17 

- Dealing with a rebellious son: 21:18-21 

- Cursed is anyone who hangs on a pole: 21:22,23 

- Various laws: 22:1-12 

- Laws governing marriage: 22:13-30 

- Those excluded from the assembly: 23:1-8 

- Uncleanness in the camp: 23:9-14 

- Various laws: 23:15-25:19 

- First fruits and tithes: 26:1-15 
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The section concludes with an expression of commitment from 

both Israel and Yahweh: 

“The Lord your God commands you this day to follow these 

decrees and laws; carefully observe them with all your heart and 

with all your soul. You have declared this day that the Lord is 

your God and that you will walk in obedience to him, that you 

will keep his decrees, commands and laws - that you will listen to 

him. And the Lord has declared this day that you are his people, 

his treasured possession as he promised, and that you are to keep 

all his commands. He has declared that he will set you in praise, 

fame and honor high above all the nations he has made and that 

you will be a people holy to the Lord your God, as he promised” 

(26:16-19). 
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God is always looking for a relationship of mutual love and 
commitment from His people.  He is willing to do His part to 
establish, protect and bless our relationship with Him.  At the 
same time, He invites us to respond in love by heeding His voice, 
walking in His ways, and loving Him above all others.  As with any 
human relationship, there is no pleasure for God in one-sided love.  
Whether we are studying the Old Testament or the New, the 
“greatest commandment” will always remain the same: “You shall 
LOVE the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with 
all your mind and with all your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5 and 
Matthew 22:37).  Living by that commandment brings great 
pleasure to God . . . and immense blessing to you! 

Think about your own ability to freely trust God and love Him.  If 
you struggle to “love HIm back” or believe that His ways are good 
towards you, then you need to explore your deeper heart.  Our 
hearts are “deceived” (Jer.17:9).  We question God through our 
wounds and lies.  Then we pull back and question His love and 
goodness.  Ask God: Why do I have trouble trusting You? 
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GOD WITH US 

                    Part 1: The Great Blessing                                 

Genesis – Deuteronomy 

 

Message 13 – Moses’ Final Charge 

Deuteronomy 27-34 
 

Introduction 

The final chapters of Deuteronomy record Moses’ words to the 

nation of Israel as they prepared to enter the Promised Land while 

he prepared to die.  This is his farewell speech to the people he has 

loved and led for so long. He encouraged them to recommit to the 

terms of the Covenant they made with Yahweh at Mt. Sinai.  The 

primary basis for this Covenant renewal was that the blessings of 

life and remaining in the land were contingent upon obedience to 

the Law.  On the other hand, if they failed to obey God’s Law, a 

series of judgments would befall them until, ultimately, they would 

be expelled from the very land they were about to be given.    

Renewal of the Covenant: 27:1-30:20 

Forty years earlier, at Mount Sinai, Yahweh had entered into a 

formal Covenant relationship with the Israel.  He had called them 

to be His “nation of priests, a holy people,” to represent Him to the 

world.  His Laws would guide their behavior and shape their 

witness as to the nature of the one true God.  At that time, the 1
st
 

generation of Israelites made a commitment to accept the terms of 

the Covenant.  Then he took the book of the covenant and read it 

in the hearing of the people; and they said, “All that the Lord has 

spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!”  (Exodus 24:7)  

Now, Moses addresses the 2
nd
 generation as they are camped in 

Moab just east of the Promised Land.  Moses will ask this new 

generation to ratify their commitment to the Covenant, and he will 

instruct them on how to conduct a Covenant renewal ceremony 

once they have crossed over into the Promised Land.  Their entire 

future would be determined by the strength of their commitment to 

walk with their God.  The stakes of obedience were high! 

Blessings and Curses: 27:1-28:68 

Once in the Promised Land, the nation was to gather between two 

mountain peaks – Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal.  The priests 

were to recite the entire Law to the people, who were divided: 6 
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tribes on Mount Gerizim and 6 tribes on Mount Ebal.  After the 

Law was read to the people, the 6 tribes on Mount Gerizim were to 

recite the blessings that would flow if they obeyed God’s decrees.  

Then, the 6 tribes on Mount Ebal were to recite the judgments that 

would ensue if they disobeyed God’s decrees.  Both the blessings 

and the judgments were listed here in great detail.  Moses was 

making sure that the people renewed their commitment to the 

Covenant once they were in the land, for only in this way would 

God fight for them as He had promised, and secure for them a 

blessed future.  Otherwise, God would cause Israel to fall before 

their enemies and, eventually, He would eject Israel from the 

Promised Land, just as He was doing with the Canaanites! 

Moses’ final appeal: 29:1-30:20 

- The call to commitment: As Moses concluded his Covenant 

renewal speech, he drew the entire nation to the moment of 

commitment where they swore on oath to love and serve God. 

“Carefully follow the terms of this covenant, so that you may 

prosper in everything you do. All of you are standing today in the 

presence of the Lord your God - your leaders and chief men, 

your elders and officials, and all the other men of Israel, together 

with your children and your wives, and the foreigners living in 

your camps who chop your wood and carry your water. You are 

standing here in order to enter into a covenant with the Lord 

your God, a covenant the Lord is making with you this day and 

sealing with an oath, to confirm you this day as his people, that 

he may be your God as he promised you and as he swore to your 

fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  I am making this covenant, 

with its oath, not only with you who are standing here with us 

today in the presence of the Lord our God but also with those 

who are not here today” (29:9-15). 

- A final warning about unfaithfulness: Moses issued a final 

warning as to the implications of disregarding the Covenant: God 

would certainly bring disaster upon the nation of Israel.  The other 

nations would then ask: Why is all of this happening to them?   

And the answer will be: “It is because this people abandoned the 

covenant of the Lord, the God of their ancestors, the covenant he 

made with them when he brought them out of Egypt. They went 

off and worshiped other gods and bowed down to them, gods they 

did not know, gods he had not given them. Therefore the Lord’s 

anger burned against this land, so that he brought on it all the  
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curses written in this book. In furious anger and in great wrath 

the Lord uprooted them from their land and thrust them into 

another land, as it is now. The secret things belong to the Lord 

our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children 

forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.” (29:25-29). 

 

- Provisions for future repentance: Yet, even after they have 

disobeyed and been cast out of their land, there would always 

remain the opportunity for renewal after repentance (30:1-10).   

“When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come 

on you and you take them to heart wherever the Lord your God 

disperses you among the nations, and when you and your 

children return to the Lord your God and obey him with all your 

heart and with all your soul according to everything I command 

you today, then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and 

have compassion on you and gather you again from all the 

nations where he scattered you” (30:1-3). 

God went so far as to promise that, after their return to Him, He 

would prosper them more than their forefathers (30:5)!   
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“The secret things belong to the Lord our God . . .”  Isn’t it 
interesting how we love to try to figure out many of the ‘mysteries’ 
concerning God and His ways, things He has chosen NOT to reveal 
to us?  God has made it clear that there are many things 
concerning Himself and His ways that are simply beyond our ability 
to comprehend (Romans 11:33,34).  Yet, “the things revealed 
belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the 
words of this law.”  God has made many things very clear, through 
His revealed Word, and it is these revealed truths that we will 
ultimately be held accountable for.  Let the mysteries of God 
remain as His secrets, to be revealed, perhaps, only in eternity.  
Let the revealed things be the focus of our study and devotion . . . 
for these revealed truths are God’s gift of LIFE to us! 
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His revealed Word, and it is these revealed truths that we will 
ultimately be held accountable for.  Let the mysteries of God 
remain as His secrets, to be revealed, perhaps, only in eternity.  
Let the revealed things be the focus of our study and devotion . . . 
for these revealed truths are God’s gift of LIFE to us! 



- The offer of “life” or “death:” As the Covenant renewal 

ceremony came to an end, Moses called heaven and earth to 

witness the oaths Israel had sworn to Yahweh.  He also simplified 

what was really at stake for the people: LIFE and DEATH. 

“See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and 

destruction. For I command you today to love the Lord your God, 

to walk in obedience to him, and to keep his commands, decrees 

and laws; then you will live and increase, and the Lord your God 

will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. But if your 

heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn 

away to bow down to other gods and worship them, I declare to 

you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live 

long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.  

This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against 

you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 

curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live 

and that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, and 

hold fast to him. For the Lord is your life, and he will give you 

many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” (30:15-20). 
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Obedience to God is never just a matter of conforming ourselves 
to His will.  It is always a matter of “life” or “death” for us.  God our 
Father, who loves us, wants us to LIVE, not DIE.  When God told 
Adam not to eat from that one tree in the Garden, He said that it 
was a matter of life and death: “. . . for in the day that you eat from 
it you will surely DIE” (Genesis 2:17).  God always gives us His 
word (instructions for living) to lead us to real LIFE.  Sin, on the 
other hand, always results in DEATH.  So, when Moses pleaded 
with Israel to choose ‘obedience,’ he was really asking them to 
choose ‘life.’  “Now choose LIFE, so that you and your children may “Now choose LIFE, so that you and your children may “Now choose LIFE, so that you and your children may “Now choose LIFE, so that you and your children may 
LIVE . . . fLIVE . . . fLIVE . . . fLIVE . . . for this is your LIFE and the length of your days, that you or this is your LIFE and the length of your days, that you or this is your LIFE and the length of your days, that you or this is your LIFE and the length of your days, that you 
may LIVE . . . (30:19,20).  may LIVE . . . (30:19,20).  may LIVE . . . (30:19,20).  may LIVE . . . (30:19,20).      

There is repeated emphasis in Deuteronomy on “loving God with 
all your heart and all your soul” (30:2,6,10).  God is not interested 
in lukewarm love (Revelation 3:15,16).  He searches the earth for 
hearts that are “fully His” (2Chronicles 16:9).  Yet, apart from the 
enablement of God’s Spirit, producing in us a renewed heart, we 
will always find ourselves falling short of loving God fully.  Thus, 
God promises to perform that work within those who turn to Him, 
recognizing their need for His grace: “The Lord your God will 
circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so 
that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, 
and live” (Deut. 30:6).  Oh how desperate we are for His work 
within us, giving us the ability to love Him fully, as we should! 
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The Lord and Joshua to lead Israel in: 31:1-8 

Moses assured Israel that although he could not personally lead 

them into the Promised Land, they were in good hands.  The Lord 

would be their divine Leader, providing guidance through their 

new human leader, Joshua: 

“It is the Lord your God who will cross ahead of you; He will 

destroy these nations before you, and you shall dispossess them. 

Joshua is the one who will cross ahead of you, just as the Lord 

has spoken” (31:3). 

 

Repetition of the ceremony every 7
th
 year: 31:9-13 

Moses deposited with the Levitical priests a written documentation 

of the Covenant renewal ceremony (31:9).  He then instructed 

them that this same kind of ceremony should be re-enacted every 

7
th
 year at the annual Feast of Booths.  In this way, Israel would be 

repeatedly called back to Covenant loyalty.  In particular, the 

children would be introduced to the privileges and responsibilities 

of the Covenant relationship to Yahweh. 

“Assemble the people, the men and the women and children and 

the alien who is in your town, so that they may hear and learn 

and fear the Lord your God, and be careful to observe all the 

words of this law. Their children, who have not known, will hear 

and learn to fear the Lord your God, as long as you live on the 

land which you are about to cross the Jordan to possess” 

(31:12,13). 

The Lord tells Moses that Israel will fall away: 31:15-30 

After the Covenant renewal ceremony, God called Moses and  
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Three times we hear the phrase: “The Lord your God is the One 
who goes before you” (31:3,6,8).  This truth was to give the people 
(and Joshua in particular) strength and courage for the difficult 
journey ahead.  This is why it is so important to pray much before 
embarking on a major ‘journey’ in life.  We need to move forward 
with the firm assurance that God is going ahead of us, preparing 
the way for us.  When we have earnestly sought God, and received 
His marching orders, then we can move forward with this 
confidence, no matter what lies before us.  On the other hand, 
when we fail to seek God in the major decisions of life, we will find 
ourselves treading down paths of our own choosing, depending on 
our own strength, and living out our own wills.   
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Joshua into the Tabernacle for a special meeting.  In a shockingly 

sad moment, God told both Moses and Joshua that Israel would 

certainly turn away from Him and, as a result, would be consumed 

by innumerable evils.  This must have been a devastating message 

for Moses to hear, having invested his entire life in leading the 

nation to this point.  It must have been even more shocking to 

Joshua, the one appointed to lead them into this kind of future. 

The Lord appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud, and the pillar 

of cloud stood at the doorway of the tent. The Lord said to Moses, 

“Behold, you are about to lie down with your fathers; and this 

people will arise and play the harlot with the strange gods of the 

land, into the midst of which they are going, and will forsake Me 

and break My covenant which I have made with them. Then My 

anger will be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake 

them and hide My face from them, and they will be consumed, 

and many evils and troubles will come upon them; so that they 

will say in that day, ‘Is it not because our God is not among us 

that these evils have come upon us?’ But I will surely hide My 

face in that day because of all the evil which they will do, for they 

will turn to other gods” (31:15-18). 

The sad song of Israel’s future: 32:1-47 

God then gave to Moses a song to teach to the people of Israel, a 

song that, sadly, enshrined the fact that Israel would be unfaithful 

to Yahweh in the future, and would pay a heavy cost.  Yet, in the 

end, Yahweh would restore His disobedient people, causing their 

hearts to return to Him. 

Moses commanded to ascend Mount Nebo: 32:48-52 

As his life drew to an end, God called Moses to climb to the top of 

Mount Nebo, from which he could gain a glimpse of the Promised 

Land.  He would, however, not be permitted to enter the Land, 

since he had dishonored God at the waters of Meribah.   

Moses’ final blessings over the 12 tribes: 33:1-29 

As was customary in ancient Israel, the patriarch would utter 

words of blessing/prophecy over his descendants before his death.  

Moses, acting as the spiritual patriarch for the entire nation of 

Israel, recited words of blessing over each of the 12 tribes of Israel. 

Moses’ death and burial: 34:1-8 

In one final display of intimacy, God invited Moses to go to the top 

of Mount Nebo in order to see the Promised Land from a distance.   
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Now Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to 

the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the Lord 

showed him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, and all Naphtali 

and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the land of 

Judah as far as the western sea, and the Negev and the plain in 

the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. Then 

the Lord said to him, “This is the land which I swore to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your 

descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall 

not go over there” (34:1-4). 

The final scene contains an unparalleled display of God’s love for 

a man.  God Himself buried Moses in a spot only known to Him! 

“So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of 

Moab, according to the word of the Lord. And He buried him in 

the valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor; but no man 

knows his burial place to this day.  Although Moses was one 

hundred and twenty years old when he died, his eye was not dim, 

nor his vigor abated.  So the sons of Israel wept for Moses in the 

plains of Moab thirty days; then the days of weeping and 

mourning for Moses came to an end” (34:5-8). 

Why did God bury Moses in a secret location?  Perhaps because 

He knew that Israel would, in the future, be tempted to worship the 

man, Moses.  It is common for the religious mind to enshrine the 

memory of a human leader, and even come to the place of treating 

that person as some sort of a mini-god.  I recall visiting a certain 

site where there was a marble statue of the apostle Peter.  The tour 

guide assured a very long line of visitors that if they kissed the toes 

of Peter’s marble feet, their journey toward heaven would be made 

much shorter.  When I got close enough, I was shocked to see that 

Peter’s marble toes had all but worn away from so many millions 

kissing and touching them.  Perhaps God buried Moses in a secret 

place so that future generations would not be tempted to idolize the 

very man who so strongly tried to wean Israel away from idolatry! 

 

 

 

6/21/15                                                                                         166 

 

 

 

Now Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to 

the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the Lord 

showed him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, and all Naphtali 

and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the land of 

Judah as far as the western sea, and the Negev and the plain in 

the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. Then 

the Lord said to him, “This is the land which I swore to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your 

descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall 

not go over there” (34:1-4). 

The final scene contains an unparalleled display of God’s love for 

a man.  God Himself buried Moses in a spot only known to Him! 

“So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of 

Moab, according to the word of the Lord. And He buried him in 

the valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor; but no man 

knows his burial place to this day.  Although Moses was one 

hundred and twenty years old when he died, his eye was not dim, 

nor his vigor abated.  So the sons of Israel wept for Moses in the 

plains of Moab thirty days; then the days of weeping and 

mourning for Moses came to an end” (34:5-8). 

Why did God bury Moses in a secret location?  Perhaps because 

He knew that Israel would, in the future, be tempted to worship the 

man, Moses.  It is common for the religious mind to enshrine the 

memory of a human leader, and even come to the place of treating 

that person as some sort of a mini-god.  I recall visiting a certain 

site where there was a marble statue of the apostle Peter.  The tour 

guide assured a very long line of visitors that if they kissed the toes 

of Peter’s marble feet, their journey toward heaven would be made 

much shorter.  When I got close enough, I was shocked to see that 

Peter’s marble toes had all but worn away from so many millions 

kissing and touching them.  Perhaps God buried Moses in a secret 

place so that future generations would not be tempted to idolize the 

very man who so strongly tried to wean Israel away from idolatry! 

 

 

 

6/21/15                                                                                         166 

 



Epilogue concerning Moses: 34:9-12 

“Now Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom, 

for Moses had laid his hands on him; and the sons of Israel 

listened to him and did as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom 

the Lord knew face to face, for all the signs and wonders which 

the Lord sent him to perform in the land of Egypt against 

Pharaoh, all his servants, and all his land, and for all the mighty 

power and for all the great terror which Moses performed in the 

sight of all Israel” (34:9-12).  

God with us - The Pentateuch in Review 

With the final lines of Deuteronomy 34, the Pentateuch (5 scrolls) 

comes to a conclusion.  In these sacred scrolls we have seen the 

first installment of God’s plan to rescue the world from the tragedy 

of sin.  Starting with Abraham, He began to build for Himself a 

nation of priests who would represent Him to the entire world.  He 

sent them down into Egypt to grow into a nation.  He then called 

them out of Egypt with a mighty hand, under the leadership of 

Moses.  He entered into a Covenant relationship with them at 

Mount Sinai, giving them His sacred laws.  He made His dwelling 

among them and showed them how unholy people should approach 

a holy God through sacrifices and offerings.  He brought them to 

the edge of the Promised Land.  Though the 1
st
 generation forfeited 

the privilege of entering the land, because of their lack of faith . . . 

God remained faithful to His promises.  The second generation is 

now poised on the edge of the Promised Land, ready to receive the 

land-portion of the promises made to Abraham (Gen.12:1-3). The 

next two books of the Old Testament, Joshua and Judges, will be a 

tale of triumph (Joshua) and tragedy (Judges).                            167 
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Jesus taught us to pray: “Father . . . Thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.”  Yet, due to the devastating impact of sin, quite 
often God’s servants must wait to see His perfect will fulfilled not 
on earth, but in heaven.  Moses, because of his own sin, lost the 
privilege of setting foot in the Promised Land.  It was a terrible loss 
to this great man of God.  He asked God to restore that privilege; 
but it was not to be.  How special, then, is the story of Jesus’ 
transfiguration on a mountain in Galilee, in the weeks prior to His 
final journey to Jerusalem (Matthew 17).  When Peter, James and 
John looked upon the glorified Jesus, who did they see standing 
there with Him?  Moses and Elijah!  Moses did, after all, get to set 
his feet in the Promised Land . . . and in the company of the Lord 
Jesus Himself!  We can be quite sure that his heavenly reward far 
out-shadowed the dim memory of his earthly loss.  Perhaps we put 
too much emphasis on our earthly rewards??? 
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